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To  Whom  it  may  concern: 


We  have  reviewed  the  attached  Environmental  Assessment  for  the  December  5,  2000  lease 
sale.  The  stipulations,  as  listed  in  Appendix  A,  sufficiently  mitigate  environmental  concerns  with 
leasing  the  proposed  tracts.  There  is  no  need  for  an  EIS  for  this  lease  sale. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT 

ON  THE 

December  5,  2000 

OIL  AND  GAS  LEASE  SALE 

Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation 
Trust  Land  Management  Division 

I.  Introduction 

The  State  of  Montana  owns  over  six  million  acres  of  oil  and  gas  rights 
that  are  scattered  across  the  state.   The  lands  that  these  mineral  rights  lie 
under  are  varied,  consisting  of  timber,  grazing,  and  agricultural  land.   The 
state  also  owns  mineral  rights  below  navigable  lakes  and  streams  in  Montana. 
Each  land  type  will  be  impacted  differently  by  oil  and  gas  related  activity. 

This  document  contains  the  environmental  review  of  lands  nominated  for 
oil  and  gas  leasing  for  the  December  5,  2000  lease  sale.   Alternatives  re- 
viewed in  this  document  are  1)  No  Action  -  deny  the  oil  and  gas  lease;  and  2) 
Approve  the  oil  and  gas  lease  with  appropriate  stipulations. 

II.  Purpose  and  Need  for  the  Action 

The  Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  (DNRC)  - 
Trust  Land  Management  Division  (TLMD)  has  received  nominations  for  43  tracts 
of  land  totaling  20,703.49  acres  for  the  purpose  of  oil  and  gas  exploration 
and  development.   A  listing  of  these  tracts  and  their  locations  are  found  in 
Appendix  A. 

Prior  to  leasing  the  nominated  tracts,  the  TLMD  must  review  each  tract 
for  potential  impacts  on  the  human  and  natural  environment  from  oil  and  gas 
operations.   By  leasing  lands  for  oil  and  gas  exploration,  the  trusts  adminis- 
tered by  TLMD  benefit  from  rental  and  potential  royalty  income. 

III.  Agency  Responsibilities 

A.   Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation 

The  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  (DNRC)  -  Trust  Land 
Management  Division  (TLMD)  is  authorized  to  lease  state-owned  oil  and  gas  for 
exploration  and  development  (MCA  77-3-401,  et  seq.).   Oil  and  gas  lease  sales 
occur  quarterly,  as  required  by  ARM  26.3.206(1).   Under  the  Montana  Environmental 
Policy  Act  (MCA  75-1-201,  et  seq.),  the  TLMD  must  review  leasing  of  nominated 
tracts  for  potential  impacts  on  the  human  and  natural  environment  prior  to  leas- 
ing unless  a  clause  for  denial  of  activity  is  added  to  the  lease. 

The  TLMD  must  decide  whether  to  lease  the  nominated  tracts  with  appropriate 
stipulations  or  deny  leasing. 


B.   Board  of  Oil  and  Gas  Conservation 

The  Board  of  Oil  and  Gas  Conservation  (BOGC)  is  responsible  for  requiring 
"measures  to  be  taken  to  prevent  contamination  of  or  damage  to  surrounding  land 
or  underground  strata  caused  by  drilling  operations  and  production..."  (MCA  82- 
11-111(2) (a)).   The  BOGC  issues  permits  for  oil  and  gas  drilling  operations  (MCA 
82-11-122),  and  also  oversees  proper  plugging  and  abandonment  of  seismic 
shotholes  and  oil  and  gas  wells  (MCA  82-11-123(4)).   All  permitting  by  the  BOGC 
is  subject  to  an  environmental  review  under  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act 
(MCA  75-1-201,  et  seq.) .   A  programmatic  EIS  on  oil  and  gas  activity  was 
completed  by  the  BOGC  in  1989  (BOGC,  1989)  and  is  incorporated  in  this  EA  by 
reference.   TLMD  adopts  the  conclusions  and  information  contained  in  that  EIS. 

The  BOGC  is  not  involved  in  leasing  decisions  talcen  by  the  TLMD. 

IV.   Procedure 

Notification  of  the  tracts  nominated  for  lease  was  submitted  to  the 
following  agencies  and  individuals  for  review  and  comments: 

Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  -  Trust  Land 

Management  Division  Area  Office  Managers 
Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  -  TLMD 
Archeologist  and  Hydrologist/geologist 
Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  -  TLMD 

Minerals  Management  Bureau  Chief,  Forest  Management  Bureau 

Chief,  and  Land  Management  Section  Supervisor  -  Agricultural 

and  Grazing  Bureau 
Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  Regional  Offices  and 

Field  Biologists  at  applicable  Area  Resource  Offices 
Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Helena  National  Forest  Supervisor 
Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  Mailing  List 
Department  Website 

(http : //www.dnrc. state .mt .us/ trust/ tlmdhome .htm) 

Comments  received  from  these  agencies  and  individuals  are  reviewed  and 
stipulations  are  developed  for  each  tract  nominated  for  leasing.   Agency  comments 
are  located  in  Appendix  C.   Appendix  D  contains  public  comments.   The  department 
received  19  public  comments  as  of  the  October  27,  2000  public  comment  deadline. 
One  late  public  comment  is  included  in  Appendix  E. 

Issues  reviewed  for  this  process  include: 

The  presence  of  sensitive  plant  and  animal  communities. 

The  presence  of  historical  or  culturail  sites. 

Potential  impacts  of  oil  and  gas  related  activities  on  soils, 

hydrology,  wildlife,  vegetation,  and  human  resources. 
Potential  for  "No  Surface  Occupancy"  restrictions. 
Potential  conflicts  with  current  land  use  (such  as  Federal  Farm 

Programs  including  CRP) . 
Other  potential  resources  for  the  tract. 

Field  evaluations  from  past  inspections,  information  from  DNRC-TLMD  field 
office  files,  and,  if  necessary,  additional  on-site  evaluations  are  used 
by  the  TLMD  field  staff  in  assessing  potential  impacts  from  oil  and  gas 
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leasing  and  subsequent  development.   Information  contained  in  the  programmatic 
EIS  produced  by  the  BOGC  (BOGC,  1989)  is  also  utilized  in  determining  the 
potential  impacts  of  future  oil  and  gas  development  for  the  nominated  tracts. 
Stipulations  are  then  attached  to  the  lease  to  provide  resource  protection  during 
future  lease  operations.   These  stipulations  range  from  strict,  no  surface 
occupancy  restrictions  to  requirements  for  operating  plan  approval  (with  the 
potential  of  future  denial)  to  buffer  and  avoidance  stipulations,  and  surface 
damage  settlement  issues.   A  list  of  example  stipulations  is  located  in  Appendix 
B.   Four  of  these  stipulations  are  placed  on  all  leases  and  are  denoted  in 
Appendix  B  with  an  asteris)c.   Operating  plan  review  is  required  on  all  leases 
either  through  the  use  of  stipulation  A-1  or  the  sensitive  areas  stipulations 
F-1,  F-2,  or  F-3  (see  Appendix  B) . 

For  all  nominated  tracts,  additional  environmental  assessments  will  be 
completed  with  the  receipt  of  an  operating  plan  by  both  TLMD  and  the  BOGC. 
Potential  problems  are  mitigated  at  that  time  through  modifications  in  the  plan. 
TLMD  can  not  deny  drilling  of  a  well  unless  stipulated  at  the  time  of  the  lease, 
but  stipulations  can  be  added  to  the  operating  plan  to  mitigate  impacts.   The 
BOGC,  however,  may  deny  a  drilling  permit  or  include  additional  stipulations  in 
the  drilling  permit. 

For  tracts  nominated  in  potentially  sensitive  areas,  three  special 
stipulations  have  been  developed  (Appendix  B,  stipulations  F-1,  F-2,  and  F-3). 
These  stipulations  create  a  tiered  environmental  review  process  with  the 
potential  for  future  denial  of  activities.   An  impact  analysis  is  not  required 
prior  to  leasing  a  tract  with  a  sensitive  area  stipulation.  (North  Fork 
Preservation  Assoc,  v.  Dept  of  State  Lands.  238  Mont.  451,  778,  P. 2d  862  (1989); 
Conner  v.  Burford,  836  F.2d  1521  at  1528  (9th  Cir.,  1988)).   When  activity  is 
proposed  on  a  lease,  the  operating  plan  receives  an  environmental  review.   This 
review  consists  of  an  evaluation  of  impacts  of  the  proposed  action.   Additional 
stipulations  and  mitigating  measures  may  be  required  prior  to  the  activity,  or 
activity  may  be  denied.   Depending  on  the  location  and  potential  impacts  from  the 
specific  activity  proposed,  this  environmental  review  could  consist  of  a  basic 
Environmental  Assessment  up  to  a  full  Environmental  Impact  Statement.   Additional 
environmental  assessments  may  be  necessary  with  further  development  of  the  lease. 
Environmental  assessments  are  completed  as  necessary  throughout  the  term  of  the 
lease . 

The  Trust  Land  Management  Division  of  DNRC  developed  the  sensitive  areas 
stipulation  (F-1,  Appendix  B)  for  areas  that  contain  some  elements  that  are 
environmentally  sensitive,  but  are  not  location  dependant.   However,  this 
stipulation  has  also  been  utilized  where  state  mineral  estate  is  in  or 
immediately  adjacent  to  cities,  paries,  wildlife  refuges,  Indian  reservations,  or 
Forest  Service  land,  etc.  in  compliance  with  State  Land  Board  direction. 

The  State  Land  Board  developed  stipulation  F-2  to  address  the  level  of 
interest  and  concern  expressed  over  leasing  and  possible  development  of  state 
lands  located  in  western  Teton  and  northwestern  Lewis  and  Clark  Counties  (i.e. 
the  lower  elevation  eastern  slopes  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front,  generally  west  of 
Choteau  and  Augusta)  .   Stipulation  F-2  outlines  Land  Board  review  and  approval 
and  delineates  the  review  process. 

Stipulation  F-3  (Appendix  B)  has  been  developed  to  address  the  level  of 
interest  and  concern  expressed  for  school  trust  land  adjacent  or  within  the  the 
Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area.   This  area  falls  outside  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Front.   However,  MT  Dept.  Of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  actively  manages  this  area 
in  a  manner  and  for  wildlife  objectives  very  similar  to  the  Sun  River  Game  Range. 
The  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  sensitive  area  stipulation  is  similar  to  F-2  in 
that  it  specifically  outlines  Land  Board  review  and  approval  and  delineates  the 
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review  process.   As  a  part  of  this  review  "No  surface  activities  shall  occur  on 
the  lease  premises  unless  and  until  the  Operating  Plan  or  Amendment  is  approved 
by  the  Board."   After  completion  of  the  review,  the  Land  Board  may  approve, 
modify,  or  deny  surface  activity  on  the  lease. 

V.  Public  Notification 

Public  notice  of  nominated  tracts  and  request  for  comments  is  made  two 
months  prior  to  the  lease  sale  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  Oil  Journal,  Billings 
Gazette,  Great  Falls  Tribune,  and  Helena  Independent  Record.   The  treict  list  is 
sent  to  everyone  on  the  Department's  mailing  list  of  approximately  800 
individuals,  organizations,  and  companies.   Anyone  can  be  added  to  the  mailing 
list  by  contacting  the  Department.   Lease  sale  lists,  dates,  and  important 
deadlines  are  also  available  on  the  Department's  Internet  web  site 

(http://www.dnrc.state.mt.us/trust/tlmdhome.htm).   After  completion  of  the  Oil 
and  Gas  Lease  Sale  EA,  the  list  of  nominated  tracts  and  attached  stipulations  is 
published  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  Oil  Journal,  made  available  on  the  Department's 
Internet  web  site,  and  mailed  to  everyone  on  the  Department's  mailing  list. 

VI.  Resource  Analysis 

The  following  issues  were  analyzed  for  potential  impact  on  state  owned 


land; 


Wildlife: 


Potential  impacts  on  wildlife  for  each  tract  are  analyzed  by  the  Department 
of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  (DNRC)  -  Trust  Land  Management  Division 
(TLMD)  field  office  staff  with  additional  input  from  the  MT  Department  of  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks  (DFWP)  regional  office  staff.    Letters  requesting  information 
on  potential  impacts  from  oil  and  gas  activities  are  sent  to  each  DFWP  regional 
office  by  electronic  mail  or  postal  mail.   Information  provided  by  the  MT  Natural 
Heritage  Program  (MNHP)  is  also  reviewed.   Based  on  comments  and  information 
provided,  stipulations  are  applied  to  protect  wildlife  resources.  If  no  site- 
specific  response  is  received  from  DFWP  or  TLMD  field  offices,  and  the  MNHP 
search  turns  up  no  element  occurrence  data,  then  no  additional  stipulations  are 
added  to  the  tract.   However,  the  standard  operating  plan  review  stipulation 
(number  1  in  the  application  list  in  Appendix  A)  still  allows  coverage  of 
wildlife  concerns  that  may  arise  in  any  subsequent  site-specific  review. 

For  the  December  5,  2000  MT  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale,  stipulations  have  been 
applied  to  various  tracts  due  to  wildlife  concerns.   Utilization  of  the  Beartooth 
Wildlife  Management  sensitive  area  stipulation  (number  16  in  the  application  list 
in  Appendix  A,  F-3  in  Appendix  B)  on  application  number  5008  in  Cascade  County 
addresses  wildlife  and  fishery  concerns  including  elk,  bighorn  sheep,  and 
westslope  cutthroat  trout.   The  tracts  in  Lewis  and  Clark  County  (application 
numbers  5003,  5005,  5006,  and  5007)  have  the  sensitive  areas  stipulation  (number 
15  in  the  application  list  in  Appendix  A,  F-1  in  Appendix  B)  applied  to  address 
wildlife  concerns  for  various  species  including  grizzly  bears,  lynx,  and  bighorn 
sheep.   Application  of  the  sensitive  areas  stipulation  (number  15  in  Appendix  A) 
on  application  number  5026  in  Carbon  County  covers  concerns  regarding  fisheries 
and  grouse.   The  wildlife  survey  stipulation  (see  number  11  in  Appendix  A)  is 
utilized  on  application  numbers  5039-5041,  5021-23,  and  5025  in  Stillwater  County 
and  5024  in  Carbon  County  for  grouse  and  on  application  number  5004  in  Blaine 
County  for  swift  fox. 
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B.   Water  Quality: 

Potential  impacts  on  surface  water  resources  are  analyzed  by  the  TLMD 
field  office  staff  and  the  TLMD  hydrologist/geologist .   Notation  is  made  on 
locations  of  perennial  and  intermittent  streams,  lakes,  ponds,  wetlands, 
springs,  wells,  ditches,  canals,  prairie  potholes,  etc.  within  a  nominated 
tract.   If  set-backs  from  water  resources  are  required,  a  stipulation  is 
applied  to  protect  these  resources.   Ground  water  resource  protection  is 
required  by  the  BOGC,  and  BOGC  permitting  is  contingent  on  adequate  protection. 
For  this  lease  sale  the  100-feet  buffer  stipulation  is  utilized  for  various 
scenarios  on  30  tracts  (see  stipulation  7  in  application  list  in  Appendix  A)  . 
Streams,  ponds,  wetlands,  reservoirs,  etc.  on  application  numbers  5003,  5005, 
5006,  and  5007  in  Lewis  and  Clark  County,  and  5026  in  Carbon  County  will  be 
covered  by  application  of  the  sensitive  areas  stipulation  (number  15,  Appendix 
A) .   These  features  on  application  number  5008  in  Cascade  County  come  under 
application  of  the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  sensitive  area  stipulation 
(number  16,  Appendix  A)  to  this  tract's  lease. 

Other  stipulations  are  applied  to  larger  water  bodies.   For  this  sale,  the 
no-surface  occupancy  stipulation  for  navigable  river  beds  and  related  acreage 
has  been  utilized  for  the  Yellowstone  River.   It  is  applied  to  application 
number  5042  in  Stillwater  County  (see  stipulation  12  in  the  application  list  in 
Appendix  A) .   The  river,  lake/reservoir  (1/8-mile)  buffer  stipulation  (see 
stipulation  13,  Appendix  A)  is  utilized  on  Daniels  County  application  number 
5012  due  to  a  reach  of  the  West  Fork  of  the  Poplar  River  cutting  the  tract. 
This  buffer  stipulation  is  also  included  on  application  number  5042  in 
Stillwater  County  for  the  state  upland  area  adjoining  the  Yellowstone  River. 

C.  Soils  and  Topography: 

TLMD  field  office  personnel  review  soil  surveys  conducted  by  the  USDA-NRCS 
along  with  field  notes  from  previous  inspections  to  determine  the  potential  for 
impacts  to  fragile  soils.   If  protection  of  fragile  soils  is  needed,  a 
stipulation  is  implemented  to  protect  the  resource.   The  TLMD  field  office 
personnel  and  the  TLMD  geologist/hydrologist  also  review  topographic  maps  to 
obtain  an  indication  of  the  topography.   For  the  December  5,  2000  MT  Oil  and  Gas 
Lease  Sale,  rough/steep  topography  or  fragile,  unstable  soils  have  resulted  in 
stipulation  10  (see  Appendix  A)  being  applied  to  11  various  tracts.   Soils  and 
other  surface  concerns  that  may  arise  during  a  site-specific  review  are  also 
handled  through  the  standard  operating  plan  review  stipulation  (see  number  1, 
Appendix  A) .   Steep  topography  and/or  unstable  soils  application  numbers  5003, 
5005,  5006,  and  5007  in  Lewis  and  Clark  County  are  covered  by  utilization  of  the 
sensitive  areas  stipulation  (number  15,  Appendix  A).   This  concern  is  addressed 
on  application  number  5008  in  Cascade  County  by  utilization  of  the  Beartooth 
Wildlife  Management  sensitive  area  stipulation  (number  16,  Appendix  A). 

D.  Vegetation 

TLMD  field  office  personnel  review  records  in  the  office  for  potential 
impacts  on  vegetation  in  an  area.   Information  provided  by  the  Montana  Natural 
Heritage  Program  is  also  reviewed  by  the  TLMD  geologist/hydrologist.  If  rare 
plants  or  potential  for  significant  impacts  exist  on  a  tract,  stipulations  are 
implemented  to  protect  these  resources . 

In  addition,  some  tracts  contain  wooded  areas  that  occur  outside  the  area 
covered  by  the  riparian  buffer  stipulation  (number  7,  Appendix  A).   In  order  to 
minimize  disturbance  to  this  vegetation,  the  avoid  wooded  areas  stipulation  is 
utilized  on  application  numbers  5002  in  Choteau  County,  5027  in  Fergus  County, 
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5035  and  5037  in  Daniels  County,  and  5039,  5021-5022,  and  5025  in  Stillwater 
County  for  the  December  5,  2000  MT  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  (see  stipulation  9  in 
application  list.  Appendix  A) .   Application  of  the  sensitive  areas  stipulation 
(number  15,  Appendix  A)  covers  wooded  areas  on  application  numbers  5003,  5005, 
5006,  and  5007  in  Lewis  and  Clark  County.   Placement  of  the  Beartooth  Wildlife 
Management  sensitive  area  stipulation  (number  16,  Appendix  A)  on  application 
number  5008  in  Cascade  County  will  address  wooded  areas  on  this  tract. 

Since  weeds  are  a  concern  throughout  Montana,  a  stipulation  is  added  to 
each  lease  (see  stipulation  4  in  Appendix  A) .  This  stipulation  holds  the  lessee 
responsible  for  controlling  noxious  weeds  introduced  by  the  lessee's  activity  on 
the  tract  and  preventing  their  spread.   Where  weeds  are  especially  a  problem,  a 
special  stipulation  (see  W  in  Appendix  B) is  utilized  in  addition  to  stipulation 
4.   For  this  sale,  an  extreme  problem  with  weeds  has  not  been  noted  and  this 
stipulation  W  was  not  applied. 

E.  Land  use  conflicts: 

Nominated  tracts  are  reviewed  by  TLMD  field  office  personnel  for  current 
land  use,  and  potential  conflicts  are  noted.   Each  lease  contains  a  clause  that 
indicates  the  oil  and  gas  lessee  agrees  to  be  responsible  for  payment  of  actual 
surface  damages  arising  from  oil  and  gas  exploration  or  development.   A  special 
stipulation  is  added  to  the  lease  for  land  involved  in  the  Conservation  Reserve 
Program  (CRP) (Appendix  A,  stipulation  8) .   This  stipulation  is  applied  to 
application  numbers  5028  in  Carter  County,  5011,  5016,  5017,  and  5018  in  Daniels 
County,  and  5033,  5035,  and  5036  in  Hill  County.   The  lease  terms  also  prohibit 
drilling  within  200  feet  of  a  residence  or  barn.   Usually,  oil  and  gas  activity 
only  impacts  a  small  portion  of  any  lease,  and  conflicts  with  current  land  use 
are  rare. 

Special  stipulations  are  also  utilized  for  information,  for  avoidance,  or 
other  needed  mitigation  as  warranted.   For  the  December  5,  2000  MT  Oil  and  Gas 
Lease  sale,  the  sensitive  areas  stipulation  (number  15,  Appendix  A)  addresses 
concerns  for  existing  uses  on  application  number  5026  in  Carbon  County, 
including  the  location  of  part  of  the  Cooney  Reservoir  State  Recreation  area,  a 
portion  of  the  dam  forming  Cooney  Reservoir,  and  Wilson  School.   Application  of 
the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  sensitive  area  stipulation  (number  16, 
Appendix  A)  to  application  number  5008  in  Cascade  County  covers  concerns  for 
this  tract  located  adjacent  to  the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area. 

Furthermore,  areas  where  the  state  does  not  own  the  surface  receive  the 
stipulation  requiring  contact  of  the  surface  owner.   These  tracts  occur  in 
varied  locations  and  are  also  designated  in  the  application  list  by  text  and  an 
asterisk  (see  Appendix  A,  stipulation  6) .   This  contact  stipulation  is  applied 
to  14  tracts  on  the  December  5,  2000  MT  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale. 

F.  Historical  and  Cultural  Resources: 

Each  nominated  tract  is  reviewed  by  the  TLMD  archeologist  for  the  presence 
of  known  historical  or  cultural  sites  and  for  the  potential  of  discovery  of  a 
new  historical  or  cultural  site.   Where  applicable,  TLMD  field  office  staff  and 
the  TLMD  geologist/hydrologist  are  consulted  regarding  paleontological  resources 
on  the  tracts.   A  stipulation  is  added  to  each  lease  that  protects 
archaeological,  historic,  and  paleontological  sites,  and  surface  activities  may 
be  restricted  if  a  significant  site  is  discovered  during  the  lease  term  (see 
Appendix  A,  stipulation  3) . 
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G.   Existing  facilities/Geologic  potential 

Each  nominated  tract  is  reviewed  by  the  TLMD  geologist/hydrologist  and 
Minerals  Management  Bureau  Chief  for  production  potential,  production  or 
drilling  history,  and  existing  facilities.   If  concerns  exist,  stipulations  are 
added  to  the  lease.   Example  stipulations  for  these  circumstances  are  located  in 
Appendix  B,  stipulations  K-M.   For  the  December  5,  2000  sale,  the  existing 
facilities  stipulation  (number  14  in  Appendix  A)  is  applied  to  application 
number  5020  in  Daniels  County. 

H.   Sensitive  Areas 

The  reasons  for  sensitive  area  concerns  are  varied.   They  can  stem  from 
location  of  the  area  or  result  from  concerns  regarding  one  or  more  of  the 
resource  areas  mentioned  above.   For  tracts  nominated  in  potentially  sensitive 
areas,  three  special  stipulations  have  been  developed  that  create  a  tiered 
environmental  review  process  with  the  potential  for  future  denial  of  activities 
(Appendix  B,  stipulations  F-1,  F-2,  and  F-3) .   For  this  December  5,  2000  Montana 
oil  and  gas  lease  sale,  DNRC  received  20  public  comments  in  the  form  of  letters, 
postcards,  and  e-mail  messages.   These  comments  indicated  a  heightened  level  of 
public  interest  in  the  Beartooth  WMA  area.   One  comment  supported  the  Land 
Board's  efforts  to  develop  its  resources  and  thereby  also  to  revitalize  the 
state's  economy.   Most  letters  ignored  the  Land  Board's  fiduciary  obligation  to 
the  school  trust  and  simply  recommended  no  leasing. 

DNRC  proposes  to  apply  the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  sensitive  area 
stipulation,  (number  16  in  the  application  list  in  Appendix  A,  F-3  in  Appendix 
B)  to  application  number  5008  in  Cascade  County.   This  determination  resulted 
from  the  tract's  location  immediately  adjacent  to  the  DFWP's  WMA.   This  WMA  is 
managed  by  DFWP  in  a  manner  and  for  wildlife  objectives  very  similar  to  the  Sun 
River  Game  Range.   DFWP  review  and  recommendation  was  for  a  Rocky-Mountain 
Front-type  sensitive  areas  stipulation. 

In  addition,  DNRC  proposes  to  apply  the  sensitive  areas  stipulation 
(number  15  in  the  application  list  in  Appendix  A,  F-1  in  Appendix  B)  to 
application  numbers  5003,  5005,  5006,  and  5007  in  central  Lewis  and  Clark 
County.   The  Land  Board  has  leased  in  this  area  in  December  1999  and  June  2000 
and  utilized  the  sensitive  areas  stipulation  (F-1,  Appendix  B)   These  four 
tracts  on  the  December  2000  MT  oil  and  gas  lease  sale  are  located  west  of  Wolf 
Creek.   They  are  not  immediately  adjacent  to  Forest  Service  or  DFWP  lands. 
However,  because  of  their  general  location  in  an  area  where  species  of  general 
concern  exist,  the  sensitive  area  stipulation  is  again  believed  appropriate. 

In  accordance  with  Land  Board  direction,  the  sensitive  areas  stipulation 
is  also  utilized  on  application  number  5026  in  Carbon  County  which  includes  part 
of  the  Cooney  Reservoir  State  Recreation  Area  (number  15  in  Appendix  A) . 

VII.   Impact  Analysis 

A.  No  Action  Alternative  -  Deny  the  oil  and  gas  lease. 

If  a  lease  is  denied,  the  only  resource  that  would  be  negatively  impacted 
is  the  loss  of  revenue  from  rental  and  royalty  payments  to  the  appropriate 
trust.   All  other  resources  would  not  be  affected. 
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B.   Leasing  Alternative 

Comments  received  on  potential  impacts  for  these  tracts  are  located  in 
Appendices  C,  D,  and  E.   MT-DNRC  submitted  the  proposed  tract  list  for  agency 
comments  on  September  27,  2000  and  requested  comments  by  October  25,  2000  for 
consideration  in  formulating  the  stipulations.   Agency  comments  are  included  in 
Appendix  C.   The  tract  list  was  made  available  to  the  public  in  late  September 
2000  for  interested  party  comments.   These  comments  must  have  been  received  by 
October  27,  2000  for  consideration  in  formulating  the  stipulations.   Public 
comments  received  by  this  date  are  included  in  Appendix  D.   The  department 
received  one  late  comment  as  of  5:00  p.m.  on  October  30,  2000.   It  is  included 
in  Appendix  E.   Tracts  nominated  for  oil  and  gas  leasing  and  proposed 
stipulations  are  listed  in  Appendix  A. 

VIII.  Need  £or  an  Environmental  Impact  Statement 

The  DNRC-TLMD  is  required  to  evaluate  each  action  to  a  "level  of  detail 
appropriate  to  the  following  considerations:  ...the  complexity  of  the  proposed 
action, .. .the  environmental  sensitivity  of  the  area  af fected, . . . the  degree  of 
uncertainty  that  the  proposed  action  will  have  a  significant  impact  on  the 
quality  of  the  human  environment, .. .and. . .the  need  for  and  complexity  of 
mitigation  required  to  avoid  the  presence  of  significant  impacts"  (ARM  26.2.645 
(2))  . 

Since  environmentally  sensitive  tracts  are  stipulated  for  future 
environmental  review  with  the  submittance  of  an  operating  plan,  all  other  tracts 
nominated  are  located  in  areas  where  potential  impacts  are  minor  or  can 
be  mitigated  upon  receipt  and  review  of  an  operating  plan,  and  the  BOGC  must 
approve  an  operating  plan  within  MEPA  prior  to  drilling  activity,  an 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  is  not  required  for  the  leasing  action. 

IX.  Preparers 

Compilation  and  preparation: 

Teresa  Kinley,  Geologist/Hydrologist,  Department  of  Natural  Resources 
and  Conservation  (DNRC)  -  Trust  Land  Management  Division  (TLMD) 

Agencies  and  persons  consulted: 

Monte  Mason,  Minerals  Management  Bureau  Chief,  DNRC-TLMD 

Patrick  Rennie,  Archeologist,  DNRC-TLMD 

Craig  Roberts,  Area  Manager,  Northeast  Land  Office,  DNRC-TLMD 

Mark  Ahner,  Area  Manager,  Central  Land  Office,  DNRC-TLMD 

Dwayne  Andrews,  Area  Manager,  Eastern  Land  Office,  DNRC-TLMD 

Don  Kendall,  Area  Manager,  Southern  Land  Office,  DNRC-TLMD 

Pat  Flowers-,  Regional  Supervisor,  DFWP  Region  3 

Mike  Aderhold,  Regional  Supervisor,  DFWP  Region  4 

Harvey  Nyberg,  Regional  Supervisor,  DFWP  Region  5 

Jim  Satterfield,  Regional  Supervisor,  DFWP  Region  6 

Don  Hyppa,  Regional  Supervisor,  DFWP  Region  7 

Martin  Miller,  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Paul  Sihler,  Montana  Dept .  Of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks,  Helena 

X.  References 

Board  of  Oil  and  Gas  Conservation.  1989.  Programmatic  Environmental  Impact 

Statement  on  Oil  and  Gas  Drilling  and  Production  in  Montana,  (draft:  Jan, 
1989,  final:  Dec,  1989) . 
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APPENDIX  A:   Nominated  Tract  Locations  and  Stipulations 


STATE   OF   MONTANA 
OIL    &   GAS   LEASE    SALE    -    DECEMBER    5,    2000 


PRE-SALE   APPLICATION   REPORT 


APP# 


STIP 


TWP     RGE     SEC      DESCRIPTION 


ACRES 


LESSOR:   DEPT  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES  &  CONSERVATION 

BLAINE 

5004   1,2,3,4,5,11  35. N    19. E   36   ALL 


640.00 


CARBON 


5024   1,2,3,4,5,7,10,11 
5026   2,3,4,5,6,15 


4.S    19. E   36   ALL 

4.S    20. E   36   E2,  N2NW4,  SE4NW4 ,  SW4 

(SUBJECT  TO  70-16-201,  MCA) 


640.00 
600.00 


CARTER 


5028  1 

5029  1 

5030  1 

5031  1 

2 
2 
2 
2 

3 
3 
3 

3 

4 
4 

4 
4 

5,8 
5,7 

5,7 
5,7 

CASCADE 

5008   2 

3 

4 

5 

16 

l.S  59. E  16 

l.S  59. E  18 

l.S  59. E  19 

l.S  59. E  36 


ALL 

LOTS  3,  4,  E2SW4 

W2NE4,  SE4NE4,  NE4NW4 

ALL 


l.W   16   ALL 


640.00 
150.81 
160.00 
640.00 


640.00 


CHOUTEAU 


5009  1,2,3,4,5,6,7 

5010  1,2,3,4,5,6,7 
5002   1,2,3,4,5,7,9 


26. N 

14 

E 

7 

NE4NW4 , 

N2NE4,  SE4NE4 

26. N 

14 

E 

16 

ALL 

27. N 

16 

E 

29 

NE4NE4 , 

NE4NW4 

160.00 

640.00 

80.00 


DANIELS 


5011  1,2,3,4,5,7,8 

5012  1,2,3,4,5,7,13 

5013  1,2,3,4,5,7,10 


5014 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

5020 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6, 

14 

5015 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

5016 

2 

3 

4 

5 

8 

5017 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

8,10 

5018 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7,8,10 

5019 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7,10 

34 

N 

45 

E 

11 

E2 

34 

N 

45 

E 

24 

N2NE4 , 

NE4NW4,  S2 

35 

N 

47 

E 

3 

LOTS  1 
SW4SW4 

2,  S2NE4,  SE4NW4, 
E2SW4,  SE4 

35 

N 

47 

E 

4 

LOTS  3 

4,  S2NW4 

36 

N 

47 

E 

19 

LOTS  1 

2,  3,  4,  E2W2 

36 

N 

47 

E 

28 

SE4SW4 

SE4 

36 

N 

47 

E 

29 

W2 

36 

N 

47 

E 

32 

S2,  N2NW4 

36 

N 

47 

.E 

33 

NE4NW4 

S2NW4,  SW4,  E2 

36 

N 

47 

.E 

34 

S2NE4, 

W2,  SE4 

320.00 
440.00 
481.81 

160.76 
322.64 
200.00 
320.00 
400.00 
600.00 
560.00 
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APP# 


STIP 


TWP 


ROB 


SEC 


DESCRIPTION 


ACRES 


FERGUS 

5027   1,2,3,4,5,7,9,10 


13. N    20. E   16   ALL 


640. DC 


HILL 


5032  1,2,3,4,5,7 

5033  1,2,3,4,5,8 

5034  1,2,3,4,5,6,7 

5035  1,2,3,4,5,7,8,9 

5036  1,2,3,4,5,7,8 

5037  1,2,3,4,5,6,7,9,10 

5038  1,2,3,4,5,7 


36 

N 

10 

E 

1 

82 

36 

N 

10 

E 

3 

S2 

36 

N 

10 

E 

15 

W2 

36 

N 

10 

E 

16 

ALL 

36 

N 

10 

E 

22 

N2 

37 

N 

10 

E 

36 

ALL 

37 

N 

12 

E 

36 

ALL 

320.00 
320.00 
320.00 
640.00 
320.00 
640.00 
640.00 


LEWIS  &  CLARK 


5003 

2 

3 

4 

5 

15 

5005 

2 

3 

4 

5 

15 

5006 

2 

3 

4 

5 

15 

5007 

2 

3 

4 

5 

15 

14.  N  5.W  2  LOTS  1,  2,  3,  4,  S2N2 ,  S2 

15.  N  5.W  23  N2,  W2SW4,  SE4SW4,  NE4SE4 
15. N  5.W  26  ALL 

15. N  5.W  36  LOTS  1,  2,  3,  4,  W2E2,  W2 


634.00 
480.00 
640.00 
651.80 


RICHLAND 

5001   1,2,3,4,5,7 


54. E   16   ALL 


640.00 


STILLWATER 


5039  1,2,3,4,5,7,9,11 

5040  1,2,3,4,5,6,7,11 

5041  1,2,3,4,5,7,10,11 

5042  1,2,3,4,5,12,13 


5021  1,2,3,4,5,6,7,9,10,11 

5022  1,2,3,4,5,7,9,10,11 

5023  1,2,3,4,5,6,7,10,11 
5025  1,2,3,4,5,6,7,9,11 


1 

S 

20 

E 

16 

ALL 

1 

S 

20 

E 

36 

ALL 

2 

S 

20 

E 

16 

N2 

2 

S 

20 

E 

36 

LOTS  1,  2,  NE4NE4, 
YELLOWSTONE  RIVERBED  & 
RELATED  ACREAGE 

3 

S 

20 

E 

16 

ALL 

3 

S 

20 

E 

36 

ALL 

4 

S 

19 

E 

16 

ALL 

4 

S 

20 

E 

16 

ALL 

640.00 
640.00 
320.00 
221.67 


640.00 
640.00 
640.00 
640.00 


TOOLE 

5043   1,2,3,4,5,6,7 


37.N     3.E   16   ALL,  EXCEPT  THE  CRETACEOUS 

SUNBURST  SANDSTONE  UNDERLYING 
THE  E2,  E2NW4,  NE4SW4 


640.00 
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STIPULATIONS 

1.  Lessee  shall  notify  and  Obtain  approval  from  the  Department's  Trust  Land  Management 
Division  (TLMD)  prior  to  constructing  well  pads,  roads,  power  lines,  and  related 
facilities  that  may  require  surface  disturbance  on  the  tract.   Lessee  shall  comply 
with  any  mitigation  measures  stipulated  in  TLMD's  approval. 

2.  Prior  to  the  drilling  of  any  well,  lessee  shall  send  one  copy  of  the  well  prognosis, 
including  Form  22  "Application  for  Permit"  to  the  Department's  Trust  Land  Management 
Division  (TLMD) .   After  a  well  is  drilled  and  completed,  lessee  shall  send  one  copy 
of  all  logs  run.  Form  4A  "Completion  Report",  and  geologic  report  to  TLMD.   A  copy  of 
Forro  2  "Sundry  Notice  and  Report  of  Wells"  or  other  appropriate  Board  of  Oil  and  Gas 
Conseirvation  form  shall  be  sent  to  TLMD  whenever  any  subsequent  change  in  well  status 
or  operator  is  intended  or  has  occurred.   Lessee  shall  also  notify  and  obtain 
approval  from  TLMD  prior  to  plugging  a  well  on  the  lease  premises. 

3.  The  TLMD  will  complete  an  initial  review  for  cultural  resources  and,  where 
applicable,  paleontological  resources  of  the  area  intended  for  disturbance  and  may 
require  a  resources  inventory.   Based  on  the  results  of  the  inventory,  the  TLMD  may 
restrict  surface  activity  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  significant  resources  located 
on  the  lease  premises. 

4.  The  lessee  shall  be  responsible  for  controlling  any  noxious  weeds  introduced  by 
lessee's  activity  on  State-owned  land  and  shall  prevent  or  eradicate  the  spread  of 
those  noxious  weeds  onto  land  adjoining  the  lease  premises. 

5.  The  definitions  of  "oil"  and  "gas"  provided  in  82-1-111,  MCA,  do  not  apply  to  this 
lease  for  royalty  calculation  purposes. 

6.  Lessee  must  contact  the  owner  of  the  surface  in  writing  at  least  30  days  prior  to  any 
surface  activity.   A  copy  of  the  correspondence  shall  be  sent  to  TLMD. 

7.  No  activity  shall  be  allowed  within  100  feet  of  any  perennial  or  seasonal  stream, 
pond,  lake,  prairie  potholes,  wetland,  spring,  reservoir,  well,  aqueduct,  irrigation 
ditch,  canal,  or  related  facilities  without  prior  approval  of  the  TLMD. 

8.  The  lessee  is  responsible  to  pay  for  all  damages,  including  penalties  and  charges 
assessed  by  the  USDA-CFSA  on  CRP  lands,  as  a  result  of  drilling  and  production  on  the 
tract.   All  damages  will  be  assessed  by  and  paid  directly  to  the  TLMD. 

9.  Wooded  areas  on  this  tract  will  be  avoided  unless  otherwise  authorized  by  the  TLMD. 

10.  Due  to  unstable  soil  conditions  on  this  tract  and/or  steep  topography,  surface  use 
may  be  restricted  or  denied.   Seismic  activity  may  be  restricted  to  poltershots. 

11.  Wildlife  species  of  concern  have  been  identified  on  or  near  this  tract.   A  survey  in 
areas  of  proposed  activity  may  be  required  prior  to  disturbance.   Identified  species 
will  be  avoided,  unless  otherwise  authorized  by  the  TLMD.   Additional  mitigation 
measures  may  also  be  required. 

12.  This  tract  contains  navigable  riverbeds.   No  surface  occupancy  is  allowed  within  the 
bed  of  the  navigable  river,  abandoned  channels,  or  on  islands  and  accretions.  In 
addition,  upon  completion  of  a  successful  well,  where  river  title  is  disputed,  the 
lessee  will  file  an  interpleader  action  under  Rule  22,  M.R.Civ.P.  in  the  Montana 
District  Court  in  which  the  leased  lands  are  located  for  all  acreage  within  the  lease 
in  which  the  title  is  disputed.   The  lessee  shall  name  all  potential  royalty 
claimants  as  defendants. 
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STIPULATIONS 

13.  Any  activity  within  1/8  mile  of  the  river  or  lake/reservoir  on  or  adjacent  to  this  • 
tract  must  be  approved  in  writing  by  the  TLMD  prior  to  commencement.   No  surface 
occupancy  is  allowed  within  the  bed  of  the  river,  abandoned  channels,  the  bed  of  the 
lake/reservoir,  or  on  islands  and  accretions  associated  with  the  river  or 
lake/reservoir. 

14.  This  tract  has  an  existing  well  and  related  facilities.   The  lessee  has  45  days  from 
the  effective  date  of  this  lease  to  determine  whether  or  not  to  assume  responsibility 
for  the  well  and  any  existing  facilities.   The  lessee  may  not  enter  the  well  until  a 
change  of  operator  has  been  filed  with,  and  approved  by,  the  Board  of  Oil  and  Gas 
Conservation. 

15.  This  lease  includes  areas  that  may  be  environmentally  sensitive.   Therefore,  if  the 
lessee  intends  to  conduct  any  activities  on  the  lease  premises,  the  lessee  shall 
submit  to  TLMD  one  copy  of  an  Operating  Plan  or  Amendment  to  an  existing  Operating 
Plan,  describing  in  detail  the  proposed  activities.   No  activities  shall  occur  on  the 
tract  until  the  Operating  Plan  or  Amendments  have  been  approved  in  writing  by  the 
Director  of  the  Department.   TLMD  shall  review  the  Operating  Plan  or  Amendment  and 
notify  the  lessee  if  the  Plan  or  Amendment  is  approved  or  disapproved. 

After  an  opportunity  for  an  informal  hearing  with  the  lessee,  surface  activity  may  be 
denied  or  restricted  on  all  or  portions  of  any  tract  if  the  Director  determines  in 
writing  that  the  proposed  surface  activity  will  be  detrimental  to  trust  resources  and 
therefore  not  in  the  best  interest  of  the  trust. 

16.  This  lease  is  located  adjacent  to  the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area  and  includes 
areas  that  are  environmentally  sensitive.   Therefore,  except  as  otherwise  provided 
below,  the  lessee  shall  not  conduct  any  surface  operations  on  the  lease  premises.   If 
the  lessee  determines  that  surface  operation  on  the  lease  premises  may  be  required, 
the  lessee  shall  submit  a  proposed  Operating  Plan  or  Amendment  to  an  existing 
Operating  Plan  to  the  State  Board  of  Land  Commissioners  describing  in  detail  the 
proposed  operations.   No  surface  activities  shall  occur  on  the  lease  premises  unless 
and  until  the  Operating  Plan  or  Amendment  is  approved  by  the  Board.   In  determining 
whether  to  approve  the  proposed  Operating  Plan  or  Amendment,  the  following  provisions 
shall  apply: 

1)  If  the  lessee  proposes  an  activity  that  does  not  entail  any  significant  surface 
disturbance,  the  Board  may  approve  the  same  after  completion  of  the  appropriate 
environmental  review  in  accordance  with  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act  (MEPA) 
and  an  opportunity  for  public  comment  on  the  proposed  activity  has  been  provided. 

2)  Before  the  Board  approves  any  proposed  activity  on  the  lease  premises  that  entails 
a  significant  surface  disturbance,  an  environmental  impact  statement  (EIS)  shall  be 
completed  in  accordance  with  MEPA.   The  EIS  shall  analyze  the  potential  impacts  of 
alternative  and  future  potential  levels  of  oil  and  gas  development  and  extraction  on 
an  ecosystem  scale.   The  analysis  shall  consider  all  relevant  information,  which  may 
include,  but  is  not  limited  to,  existing  environmental  reviews  and  management  plans. 
Public  involvement  in  the  environmental  review  process  shall  be  actively  solicited  by 
the  preparer  of  the  environmental  review  document  and  shall  include,  at  minimum, 
adequately  noticed  public  meetings  in  at  least  two  communities  including  Great  Falls 
and  Helena. 

3)  The  Board  may  refuse  to  approve  any  proposed  surface  operations  if  it  determines 
that  they  do  not  constitute  the  best  use  of  trust  resources  or  are  not  in  the  best 
interest  of  the  State  of  Montana. 

*  Part  or  all  of  the  tract  is  not  state-owned  surface. 
PAGE    4 


Sight  drafts  will  not  be  accepted.  The  State  Board  of  Land  Commissioners  reserves  the 
right  to  reject  any  and  all  bids.  All  payments  are  due  within  ten  days  after  date  of  sale 

An  Environmental  Assessment  is  available  upon  request  from  the  Department  of  Natural 
Resources  &  Conservation,  Trust  Land  Management  Division,  P.O.  Box  201601  Helisna  mt 
59620-1601.  '   '=-^'="*'  ">■ 

Individuals  with  disabilities  needing  assistance  or  special  services,  please  call 
Julie  David  at  (406)444-2074  at  least  1  week  prior  to  the  sale. 


STATE  BOARD  OF  LAND  COMMISSIONERS 


PAGE 


APPENDIX  B:   Example  Stipulations  for  Oil  and  Gas  Leasing. 


Stipulations  marked  with  (*)  are  placed  on  all  leases. 


Motif ieation 


Lessee  shall  notify  and  obtain  approval  from  the  Department's  Trust  Land 
Management  Division  (TLMD)  prior  to  constructing  well  pads,  roads,  power 
lines,  and  related  facilities  that  may  require  surface  disturbance  on  the 
tract.   Lessee  shall  comply  with  any  mitigation  measures  stipulated  in 
TLMD ' s  approval . 

Prior  to  the  drilling  of  any  well,  lessee  shall  send  one  copy  of  the  well 
prognosis,  including  Form  22  "Application  for  Permit"  to  the  Department's 
Trust  Land  Management  Division  (TLMD) .   After  a  well  is  drilled  and 
completed,  lessee  shall  send  one  copy  of  all  logs  run,  Form  4A  "Completion 
Report",  and  geologic  report  to  TLMD.   A  copy  of  Form  2  "Sundry  Notice  and 
Report  of  Wells"  or  other  appropriate  Board  of  Oil  and  Gas  Conservation 
form  shall  be  sent  to  TLMD  whenever  any  subsequent  change  in  well  status 
or  operator,  is  intended  or  has  occurred.   Lessee  shall  also  notify  and 
obtain  approval  from  the  TLMD  prior  to  plugging  a  well  on  the  lease 
premises . 


Cultural 


*B.    The  TLMD  will  complete  an  initial  review  for  cultural  resources  and,  where 
applicable,  paleontological  resources  of  the  area  intended  for  disturbance 
and  may  require  a  resources  inventory.   Based  on  the  results  of  the 
inventory,  the  TLMD  may  restrict  surface  activity  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  significant  resources  located  on  the  lease  premises. 

Weeds 

*C.    The  lessee  shall  be  responsible  for  controlling  any  noxious  weeds 

introduced  by  Lessee~s  activity  on  State-owned  land  and  shall  prevent  or 
eradicate  the  spread  of  those  noxious  weeds  onto  land  adjoining  the  lease 
premises . 

Royalty  Calculation 

*D.    The  definitions  of  "oil"  and  "gas"  provided  in  82-1-111,  MCA,  do  not  apply 
to  this  lease  for  royalty  calculation  purposes. 

CRP  Land  and  Damages 

E.    The  lessee  is  responsible  to  pay  for  all  damages,  including  penalties  and 
charges  assessed  by  the  USDA-CFSA  on  CRP  lands,  as  a  result  of  drilling 
and  production  on  the  tract.   All  damages  will  be  assessed  by  and  paid 
directly  to  the  TLMD. 

Sensitive  Areas 

F-1.   This  lease  includes  areas  that  may  be  environmentally  sensitive. 

Therefore,  if  the  lessee  intends  to  conduct  any  activities  on  the  lease 
premises,  the  lessee  shall  submit  to  TLMD  one  copy  of  an  Operating  Plan  or 
Amendment  to  an  existing  Operating  Plan,  describing  in  detail  the  proposed 
activities.   No  activities  shall  occur  on  the  tract  until  the  Operating 
Plan  or  Amendments  have  been  approved  in  writing  by  the  Director  of  the 
Department.   TLMD  shall  review  the  Operating  Plan  or  Amendment  and  notify 
the  lessee  if  the  Plan  or  Amendment  is  approved  or  disapproved. 

After  an  opportunity  for  an  informal  hearing  with  the  lessee,  surface 
activity  may  be  denied  or  restricted  on  all  or  portions  of  any  tract  if 
the  Director  determines  in  writing  that  the  proposed  surface  activity  will 


be  detrimental  to  trust  resources  and  therefore  not  in  the  best  interests 
of  the  trust. 

F-2.   This  lease  is  located  near  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  and  includes  areas 
that  are  environmentally  sensitive.   Therefore,  except  as  otherwise 
provided  below,  the  lessee  shall  not  conduct  any  surface  operations  on  the 
lease  premises.   If  the  lessee  determines  that  surface  operation  on  the 
lease  premises  may  be  required,  the  lessee  shall  submit  a  proposed 
Operating  Plan  or  Amendment  to  an  existing  Operating  Plan  to  the  State 
Board  of  Land  Commissioners  describing  in  detail  the  proposed  operations. 
No  surface  activities  shall  occur  on  the  lease  premises  unless  and  until 
the  Operating  Plan  or  Amendment  is  approved  by  the  Board.   In  determining 
whether  to  approve  the  proposed  Operating  Plan  or  Amendment,  the  following 
provisions  shall  apply: 

1)  If  the  lessee  proposes  an  activity  that  does  not  entail  any  significant 
surface  disturbance,  the  Board  may  approve  the  same  after  completion  of 
the  appropriate  environmental  review  in  accordance  with  the  Montana 
Environmental  Policy  Act  (MEPA)  and  an  opportunity  for  public  comment  on 
the  proposed  activity  has  been  provided. 

2)  Before  the  Board  approves  any  proposed  activity  on  the  lease  premises 
that  entails  a  significant  surface  disturbance,  an  environmental  impact 
statement  (EIS)  shall  be  completed  in  accordance  with  MEPA.   The  EIS  shall 
analyze  the  potential  impacts  of  alternative  and  future  potential  levels 
of  oil  and  gas  development  and  extraction  on  an  ecosystem  scale  as  the 
ecosystem  is  defined  by  the  "Limits  of  Acceptable  Change- -Bob  Marshall 
Wilderness  Complex"  adopted  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  & 
Parks  in  December  1991.   The  analysis  shall  consider  all  relevant 
information,  which  may  include,  but  is  not  limited  to,  existing 
environmental  reviews  and  management  plans.   Public  involvement  in  the 
environmental  review  process  shall  be  actively  solicited  by  the  preparer 
of  the  environmental  review  document  and  shall  include,  at  minimum, 
adequately  noticed  public  meetings  in  at  least  three  communities  including 
Great  Falls  and  Helena. 

3)  The  proposed  surface  activity  shall  adhere  to  the  "Interagency  Rocky 
Mountain  Front,  Wildlife  Monitoring/Evaluation  Program,  Management 
Guidelines  for  Selected  Species"  adopted  by  the  Montana  Department  of 
Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  in  September  1987,  or  any  successor  guidelines 
thereto. 

4)  The  Board  may  refuse  to  approve  any  proposed  surface  operations  if  it 
determines  that  they  do  not  constitute  the  best  use  of  trust  resources  or 
are  not  in  the  best  interest  of  the  State  of  Montana. 

F-3.   This  lease  is  located  adjacent  to  the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area 
and  includes  areas  that  are  environmentally  sensitive.   Therefore,  except 
as  otherwise  provided  below,  the  lessee  shall  not  conduct  any  surface 
operations  on  the  lease  premises.   If  the  lessee  determines  that  surface 
operation  on  the  lease  premises  may  be  required,  the  lessee  shall  submit  a 
proposed  Operating  Plan  or  Amendment  to  an  existing  Operating  Plan  to  the 
State  Board  of  Land  Commissioners  describing  in  detail  the  proposed 
operations.   No  surface  activities  shall  occur  on  the  lease  premises 
unless  and  until  the  Operating  Plan  or  Amendment  is  approved  by  the  Board. 
In  determining  whether  to  approve  the  proposed  Operating  Plan  or 
Amendment,  the  following  provisions  shall  apply: 

1)  If  the  lessee  proposes  an  activity  that  does  not  entail  any  significant 
surface  disturbance,  the  Board  may  approve  the  same  after  completion  of 
the  appropriate  environmental  review  in  accordance  with  the  Montana 


Environmental  Policy  Act  (MEPA)  and  an  opportunity  for  public  comment  on 
the  proposed  activity  has  been  provided. 

2)  Before  the  Board  approves  any  proposed  activity  on  the  lease  premises 
that  entails  a  significant  surface  disturbance,  an  environmental  impact 
statement  (EIS)  shall  be  completed  in  accordance  with  MEPA.   The  EIS  shall 
analyze  the  potential  impacts  of  alternative  and  future  potential  levels 
of  oil  and  gas  development  and  extraction  on  an  ecosystem  scale.   The 
analysis  shall  consider  all  relevant  information,  which  may  include,  but 
is  not  limited  to,  existing  environmental  reviews  and  management  plans. 
Public  involvement  in  the  environmental  review  process  shall  be  actively 
solicited  by  the  preparer  of  the  environmental  review  document  and  shall 
include,  at  minimum,  adequately  noticed  public  meetings  in  at  least  two 
communities  including  Great  Falls  and  Helena. 

3)  The  Board  may  refuse  to  approve  any  proposed  surface  operations  if  it 
determines  that  they  do  not  constitute  the  best  use  of  trust  resources  or 
are  not  in  the  best  interest  of  the  State  of  Montana. 

Navigable  Rivers 

G.     This  tract  contains  navigable  river  beds.   No  surface  occupancy  is  allowed 
within  the  bed  of  the  navigable  river,  abandoned  channels,  or  on  islands 
and  accretions.   In  addition,  upon  completion  of  a  successful  well,  where 
river  title  is  disputed,  the  lessee  will  file  an  interpleader  action  under 
Rule  22,  M.R.Civ.P.  in  the  Montana  District  Court  in  which  the  leased 
lands  are  located  for  all  acreage  within  the  lease  in  which  the  title  is 
disputed.   The  lessee  shall  name  all  potential  royalty  claimants  as 
defendants. 

Surface  not  State  Owned 

H.     Lessee  must  contact  the  owner  of  the  surface  in  writing  at  least  30  days 

prior  to  any  surface  activity.   A  copy  of  the  correspondence  shall  be  sent 
to  TLMD. 

No  Surface  Occupancy 

I.     No  surface  occupancy  shall  be  allowed  on  this  tract  unless  otherwise 
approved  in  writing  by  the  Director  of  DNRC. 

J.    No  surface  occupancy  shall  be  allowed  on  any  portion  of  this  tract  which 
is  indicated  as  right-of-way  on  the  official  highway  plans  on  file  at  the 
Department  of  Transportation  in  Helena,  Montana  without  prior  written 
approval  from  TLMD. 

Existing  Production  Restrictiona 

K.     Lessee  will  need  to  make  settlement  for  the  value  of . the  equipment  with 
previous  lessee.   A  copy  of  this  settlement  will  be  sent  to  the  TLMD  for 
their  records. 

Exiatina  Facilities 

L.     This  tract  has  an  existing  well  and  related  facilities.   The  lessee  has  45 
days  from  the  effective  date  of  this  lease  to  determine  whether  or  not  to 
assume  responsibility  for  the  well  and  any  existing  facilities.   The 
lessee  may  not  enter  the  well  until  a  change  of  operator  has  been  filed 
with,  and  approved  by,  the  Board  of  Oil  and  Gas  Conservation. 


Drainage  Qgeurrinq 

M.    It  is  the  opinion  of  the  TLMD  that  drainage  is  occurring  on  the  land 

described  in  this  lease  and  that  if  a  well  is  not  drilled  within  two  years 
after  this  lease  is  issued  the  department  will  consider  cancellation  of 
the  lease  for  failure  to  drill  an  offset  well. 

Forested  Tracts  -  Timber 

N.     Prior  to  the  cutting  or  removal  of  timber  on  these  tracts  for  exploration 
or  development  related  activities,  the  lessee  shall  acquire  the  approval 
of  the  appropriate  TLMD  area  office. 

Wildlife  Restrictions 

O.     To  protect  wildlife  during  periods  important  to  their  survival,  surface 

occupancy  or  other  activity  shall  be  restricted  from  March  15  through  July 
15  of  each  year  unless  otherwise  authorized  in  writing  by  the  TLMD. 

P-1.   Potential  wildlife  conflicts  have  been  identified  for  this  tract.   The 
TLMD  will  contact  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife,  and  Parks 
office  in  the  area  for  advice  on  alleviating  any  possible  conflicts  caused 
by  lessee's  proposed  activities.   Additional  mitigation  measures  may  be 
required. 

P-2 .   Potential  wildlife  conflicts  have  been  identified  for  this  tract.   The 
TLMD  will  contact  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  office  in  the  area 
for  advice  on  alleviating  any  possible  conflicts  caused  by  lessee's 
proposed  activities.   Additional  mitigation  measures  may  be  required. 

Q.     Wildlife  species  of  concern  have  been  identified  on  or  near  this  tract.   A 
survey  in  areas  of  proposed  activity  may  be  required  prior  to  disturbance. 
Identified  species  will  be  avoided,  unless  otherwise  authorized  by  the 
TLMD.   Additional  mitigation  measures  may  also  be  required. 

Miscellaneous  Restrictions 

R.     Any  activity  within  1/8  mile  of  the  river  or  lake/reservoir  on  or  adjacent 
to  this  tract  must  be  approved  in  writing  by  the  TLMD  prior  to 
commencement.   No  surface  occupancy  is  allowed  within  the  bed  of  the 
river,  abandoned  channels,  the  bed  of  the  lake/reservoir,  or  on  islands 
and  accretions  associated  with  the  river  or  lake/reservoir. 

S.     No  activity  shall  be  allowed  within  100  feet  of  any  perennial  or  seasonal 
stream,  pond,  lake,  prairie  pothole,  wetland,  spring,  reservoir,  well, 
aqueduct,  irrigation  ditch,  canal,  or  related  facilities  without  prior 
approval  of  the  TLMD. 

T.     Due  to  unstable  soil  conditions  on  this  tract  and/or  steep  topography, 
surface  use  may  be  restricted  or  denied.   Seismic  activity  may  be 
restricted  to  poltershots. 

U.     Due  to  existing  surface  uses  (such  as  center  pivots,  wheel  lines,  etc.) 
development  on  this  tract  may  be  restricted. 

V.     Plant  species  of  concern  have  been  identified  on  or  near  this  tract.   A 

vegetation  survey  in  areas  of  proposed  activity  will  be  required  prior  to 
disturbance.   Identified  rare  plant  species  will  be  avoided,  unless 
otherwise  authorized  by  the  TLMD. 


W.    A  critical  weed  problem  exists  on  this  tract.   Additional  mitigation 

measures  will  be  required  to  prevent  further  spread  of  noxious  weeds.   The 
department  may  require  such  measures  as  power  washing  of  vehicles,  car 
pooling,  timing  restrictions  for  seismic,  etc.  to  facilitate  this 
prevention. 

X.    This  tract  contains  biological  weed-control  sites  which  must  be  avoided 
unless  otherwise  authorized  by  TLMD. 

Y.     No  surface  occupancy  of  the  cemetery  site  is  permitted  without  written 
approval  of  TLMD. 

2.    Wooded  areas  on  this  tract  will  be  avoided  unless  otherwise  authorized  by 
the  TLMD. 

AA.    No  surface  occupancy  of  the  school  area  and/or  related  facilities  is 
permitted  without  written  approval  of  TLMD. 

BB.    Lease  contains  a  well  certified  for  domestic  use  by  the  Board  of  Oil  and 
Gas  Commission  (BOGC) .   Therefore,  BOGC  does  not  consider  this  well  to  be 
subject  to  well  spacing  regulations. 

CC.    This  lease  is  issued  subject  to  a  prior  existing  State  of  Montana  coal 

lease.   Lessee's  right  to  search,  develop,  and  produce  oil  and  gas  may  be 
restricted  by  such  prior  existing  lease  rights. 

DD.    A  gas  storage  unit  exists  on  this  tract.   TLMD  will  solicit  comments  from 
gas  storage  operator  (if  other  than  lessee)  if  drilling  through  the  gas 
storage  reservoir  is  proposed,  and  TLMD  may  include  reasonable  protective 
stipulations  in  approving  Lessee's  operating  plan.   As  part  of  its 
regulatory  review,  the  BOGC  may  also  require  protective  measures  to  ensure 
no  impact  to  the  gas  storage  reservoir. 

EE.    No  surface  occupancy  of  radio  tower  sites  or  related  facilities  is 
permitted  without  written  approval  of  TLMD. 


APPENDIX  C:   Agency  Comments  Received  Before  Deadline 


_  _  _  _.,.^  .__  P.O.Box  200701 

RECEIVED  Helena,  MT  59620-0701 

(406)444-3186 

OCT  2  7  2000  FAX:406-444-4952 

r>  1^  p  ^  Ref:DO0942-00 

U.I>l.l\.Lr.  October  27,  2000 

Monte  Mason 

Minerals  Management  Bureau 

Trust  Land  Management  Division 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation 

P.O.  Box  201601 

Helena,  MT  59620-1601 

Dear  Monte: 

Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  has  maintained  a  grazing  lease  with  DNRC  for  Section  16, 
T14N,  Rl  W,  which  falls  within  what  we  consider  to  be  the  boundary  of  the  Beartooth  Wildlife 
Management  Area.  This  section  was  recently  nominated  for  the  December  5,  2000  Oil  and  Gas 
Lease  sale. 

FWP  has  decided  that  we  do  not  wish  to  lease  the  oil  and  gas  rights  on  this  parcel.  We  do 
request,  however,  that  you  place  stipulations  on  the  lease.  While  his  tract  is  not  located  on  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Front,  our  preference  is  that  you  place  the  F-2  restrictions  on  the  lease.  If  this 
is  not  acceptable,  then  our  second  choice  would  be  that  you  place  the  F-1  and  No  Surface 
Occupancy  stipulations  on  this  lease. 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  comment,  and  please  contact  me  if  there  are  any  issues  that  you 
wish  to  discuss  further. 


Sincerely, 

C.  Richard  Clough 
__—       /?         /  ii  r     A  ActingChief  of  Operations 

be   plaCf'J  Ch  -//jlx  Vrair/'r   /i'^  St*. 

c:  Pat  Graham,  Don  Childress,  Mike  Aderhold,  Paul  Sihler 
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Kinley,  Teresa 

From:      Kellogg,  Casey 

Sent:       Friday,  October  27,  2000  1 1 :47  AM 

To:  Kinley,  Teresa 

Cc:  Roberts.  Craig 

Subject:  RE:  MT  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale,  December  5,  2000 

Teresa, 

Sorry  I  am  late  with  this.  Anyway,  I  have  attached  a  memo  with  the  land  descriptions  for  the  lease  sale. 


Original  Message 

From:  Kinley,  Teresa 

Sent:  Wednesday,  September  27,  2000  2:31  PM 

To:  Roberts,  Craig;  Kellogg,  Casey;  Smith,  Bamy;  Richards,  Hoyt 

Subject:  MT  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale,  December  5,  2000 

Importance:  High 

I  am  sending  the  tract  list  and  my  request  for  comments  letter  as  attached  files  in  Word  97  format.  The 
tract  list  is  a  Word  file  ending  in  the  suffix  ".doc"  and  is  in  plain  text.  Courier  New  font,  8-point  size. 

As  noted  in  the  attached  letter,  the  deadline  for  comments  is  October  25,  2000.  You  do  not  need  to 
include  tracts  outside  your  area  in  the  comments  that  you  return.  Comments  can  be  returned  by  postal 
mail  or  electronic  mail,  however,  electronic  mail  is  preferred. 

Please  contact  me  at  (406)  444-2074  if  you  have  any  questions.  Thank  you  for  your  assistance. 

Teresa  Kinley 


10/27/00 


October  27,  2000 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Teresa  Kinley,  Hydro-Geologist,  MMB 

FROM:  Casey  Kellogg,  Havre  Unit  Manager,  NELO 

RE:  December  5,  2000  Oil  &  Gas  Lease  Sale 

Blaine  &  Hill  Counties 

I  have  reviewed  each  tract  of  land  associated  with  this  proposed  Oil  &  Gas  lease  sale.  I  included 
comments  for  the  pieces  of  land  that  are  located  within  the  Havre  Unit. 

I  recommend  proceeding  with  the  standard  lease  sale  on  all  the  tracts  of  land  reviewed  in  this 
MEMO. 

09-27-00  STATE  OF  MONTANA 

OIL  &  GAS  LEASE  SALE  -  DECEMBER  5.     2000 

HYDROLOGIST'S  REPORT 
APP#  STIP  TWP     RGE   SEC         DESCRIPTION  ACRES 

LESSOR:   DEPT  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES  &  CONSERVATION 

BLAINE  (NELO-H,  FWP-6) 

5004  Richmond  Reservoir  SW      35. N    19. B   36   ALL  640.00 

Rabbit  Hills 

This  tract  contains  640  acres  of  native  rangeland.   There  is  a  natural  gas 
pipeline  that  lies  in  the  SE4SE4  of  this  section.   There  are  no  other  special 
features  on  this  tract. 

HILL  (NELO-H,  FWP-6) 

5032  Lost  River  36. N    10. B    1   S2  320.00 
Lost  River  NE 

This  tract  contains  306.3  acres  of  classified  agriculture  land  and  13.7  acres  of 
unsuitable  land.   There  are  no  special  features  on  this  tract. 

5033  Lost  River  36. N    10. B    3   S2  320.00 

This  tract  contains  141.8  acres  of  CRP  land  and  178.2  acres  of  native  rangeland. 
There  is  an  abandoned  house  in  the  SW4SE4.  There  are  no  other  special  features 
on  this  tract,  y^^   (T  >^ /^  T/,/^ /i  7^'y>,  *>/'//   lye  4£^e/^c/  -7^    -//,;j  -/r^c/'^   A^*^ 

5034  Lost  River  36. N    10. B   15   W2  •       320.00 
McKinnsey  Reservoir  Bast                    STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE . 

There  are  no  special  features  on  this  tract. 


5035  Loat  Rlvar  36. N   10.1   16   ALL  640.00 
McKlnnaay  Raaarvolr  Kaat 

This  land  contains  155.2  acres  of  CRP  in  the  NW4 ,  479  acres  of  native  rangeland, 
and  5.8  acres  of  unsuitable  land.   There  are  several  stone  circles  located  along 
the  southern  edge  of  the  intermittent  stream  (S2S2)  .   There  is  a  reservoir  in 
the  SW4  and  a  water  pit  in  the  SE4 .   There  is  an  abandoned  school  site  located 
in  the  NE4NE4 .  There  are^np  other  specifil  features  on  ^^his  tract. 

5036  McKlnnsay 


NE4NE4 .    There   are   no  other  special    features   on  this   tract.  /     /    cc i 

HcKlnnsay  Raaarvolr  Xaat     STTiJ       10. X     22     !»»>»•''/>«'  ^d^^<f  -a  r«/*//«£/j   /*— ^   /320.OO  " 


This   tract   contains   238.1   acres  of   CRP,    78.9   acres   of   native   rangeland,    and  3 
acres  of   unsuitable   land.    There  are  np  other   special    features   on   this   tract. 

5037  McKlnnaey  Raaarvolr  East   37. N   10. E   36   ALL  *       640.00 

Ninemlla  Coulae  West  STATE  DOBS  NOT  OV<N  THE 

SURFACE . 

Spring  Coulee  goes  through  the  middle  of  this  land.   There  is  a  well  in  the 
SW4SW4 .  There  are  no  other  special  features  on  this  tract . 

5038  Mild  Horse  Lake  West       37. N   12. B   36   ALL  640.00 

This  tract  contains  638  acres  of  classified  grazing  land.   The  remaining  2  acres 
are  for  a  school  site.  Q^^treJi     k)y  a/Jer^-^l.y  ^/^,    A-'^-V^  y^.>^*/*y/^. 


Kinley,  Teresa 


From:  Barela,  Debbie 

Sent:  Wednesday,  October  25.  2000  9:35  AM 

To:  Kinley,  Teresa 

Subject:  O  &  G  Comments 


The  following  comments  are  arranged  by  application  number: 


5008  -  Tyrell  Creek  runs  through  middle  of  section  north  and  south.  Considerable  elk  use  on  this  tract.  Grazing  lease  held 
by  FWP,  used  in  conjunction  with  Beartooth  Game  Range.  May  require  special  operating  stipulations  to  avoid  conflict  with 
wildlife  use.      ~r'hf  Be^Krf^of^  U^l Itsi l-Fir  />iaxajf»>ft4;  se*<^ii-vt  arftsH^Jtti^i'oi^  u;il  h-e 

5003  -  Lookout  Tower  in  NE1/4.  Considerable  elk  use  on  this  tract.  Some  reports  of  grizzly  bear  activity  to  the  west.  Black 
bear  and  mountain  lions  use  the  area.       7>(f  f^-*  y.V'"*'   arets    s-t-i/MU-fft'^   U'./f    be  ^Mcee/  o»-;/Afs 

5005  -  Generally  steep  and  rocky.  Intermittent  stream  in  SW1/4.  Considerable  elk  and  male  deer  use  on  the  tract. 
Mountain  lions  use  the  area.  The  Sf^7!-f->>^f  areai    ^--^'/fi/d^/oh   u/'ll  ie  /o/ac^J  oh  -/-Ah- 

-frac4i  /fase. 

5006  -  Stream  and  spring  in  SE1/4.  Generally  steep  and  rocky.  Improved  road  near  SE  corner.  Mule  deer  and  elk  use  the 
area.  The   ■sfh'^i-f.'uf  areas   s-f-lptiU-f/ttn    tvUi  be  p/acfj  o>y    -/-A/s    -/-r^c  is 

5007  -  Medicine  Rock  Creek  in  S1/2.  Road  through  31/2.  Considerable  elk  and  mule  deer  use.  ,      , 


Kinley. 

Teresa 

From: 

Eneboe.  Erik 

Sent: 

Wednesday,  October  25.  2000  12:04  PM 

To: 

Kinley,  Teresa 

Cc: 

Barela,  Debbie 

Subject: 

Dec.  5,  2000  O&G  LeaseSale 

Teresa, 

Attached  are  my  comments  regarding  the  Dec.  5  Oil  and  Gas  lease  sale. 


12-5^_Sal«.<toc 


October  25,  2000 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Teresa  Kinley,  Hydrogeologist,  Minerals  Management  Bureau 

FROM:  Erik  Eneboe,  Conrad  Unit  Manager,  CLO 

RE:  December  5,  2000  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale 

Conrad  Unit,  CLO 


I  have  reviewed  the  tract  of  land  associated  with  the  proposed  Oil  and  Gas  lease  sale  on 
December  5,  2000. 

Below  are  my  comments: 

App# Legal  Description Acres 

5043  T37N,  ROSE,  Sec.  16  -  All  640 

Field  Notes:    This  tract  contains  two  streams.  One  is  in  the  N2  and  one  in  the  SW4. 
Four  prairie  potholes  (depressional  wetlands)  are  present  in  the  S2. 

There  is  one  small  reservoir  in  the  SE4SE4.  Surface  ownership  is  private. 

I  recommend  proceeding  the  with  standard  lease  sale  on  all  tracts  of  land  reviewed  for  this  sale.  I     ''■"•^j-". 
believe  potential  development  of  Oil  and  Gas  operations  on  this  tract  is  prudent  and  is  possible 
using  mitigation  measures  to  minimize  adverse  environmental  impacts. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  feel  free  to  call. 

c:  Mark  Ahner,  Area  Manager,  CLO 


DEPARTMENT  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES 
AND  CONSERVATION 


MARC  RACICOT,  GOVERNOR 


STATE  OF  NADNTANA' 


DIRECTOR'S  OFFICE  (406)  444-2074 
TELEFAX  NUMBER  (406)  444-2684 


RECEIVED 

OCT  27  2000 

D.N.R.C. 

.625  ELEVENTH  AVENUl 


PO  BOX  201601 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620-1601 


October  25,  2000 


MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Teresa  Kinley,  Hydrogeologist,  Minerals 

FROM:  Erik  Eneboe,  Conrad  Uiut  Manager,  CLO^ 

RE:  December  5,  2000  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale 

Conrad  Unit,  CLO 


1  have  reviewred  the  tract  of  land  associated  with  the  proposed  Oil  and  Gas  lease  sale  on 
December  5,  2000. 


Below  are  my  comments: 
App# 


Legal  Description 


Acres 


5043 


T37N,  R03E,  Sec.  16  -All 


640 


Field  Notes:  This  tract  contains  two  streams.  One  is  in  the  N2  and  one  in  the  SW4. 
Four  prairie  potholes  (depressional  wetlands)  are  present  in  the  S2. 
There  is  one  small  reservoir  in  the  SE4SE4.  Surface  ownership  is 
private. 

I  recommend  proceeding  the  with  standard  lease  sale  on  all  tracts  of  land  reviewed  for 
this  sale.  1  believe  potential  development  of  Oil  and  Gas  operations  on  this  tract  is 
prudent  and  is  possible  using  mitigation  measures  to  minimize  adverse  envirorunental 
impacts. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  feel  free  to  call. 

c:  Mark  Ahner,  Area  Manager,  CLO 


Kinley,  Teresa 


From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 


Moore,  Sharon 

Friday.  October  20,  2000  2:17  PM 

Kinley,  Teresa 

Deecember  Oil  &  Gas  Sale 


Hi  Teresa, 

Here  are  the  comments  for  the  next  sale.  A  fairly  simple  bunch  this  time.  Primary  concern  is  protecting  water  sources. 
Any  questions  please  call. 

Sharon 


0«c  Oil  Sal*  doc 


STATI  or  MONTANA 

OIL  t   OAS  LXASI  SALI  -  DKCKNBBR  5,  2000 


BYDROLOOIST'S  REPORT 


DESCRIPTION 


LESSOR:   DBPT  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES  k   CONSERVATION 

CARTER  (ELO,  FWP-7) 

5038  Camp  Needstore  l.S    59. E   16   ALL  640.00 

Taylor  Hills 

This  section  of  land  has  467.2  acres  In  CRP.   Most  of  the  remainder  is  in  tame  pasture. 
There  is  no  water  on  the  section.      ,,      i  i      I    J^       j/ 1      i.        j  ' 

5029  QVBse   Needmore  l.S    59. B   18   LOTS  3,  4,  B2SH4  150.81 
Taylor  Hills 

This  tract  of  land  Is  all  grazing  land,  mostly  a  hardpan  flat  with  some  sagebrush.  There  is 
a  nice  creek  running  through  this  tract.  ,      J  /    /    /     /A       /    //  / 

5030  Taylor  Hills  l.S    59. E   19   W2NE4,  SB4NE4,  NE4NW4  160.00 
This  tract  of  land  is  mostly  grazing  land  with  a  small  hayfield.   There  is  a  nice  reservoir 

and  a  good  creek  running  through  the  tract.   There  is  also  a  atockwater  pipeline  and  tank. 

The  siyf^m,   /■,'j.'^*'^ >,  eH.  >/^/^/?^  J^/.^«/^/irv,  ijlll  i,e  ^e^J^J-^   ^/  t^^A'  /^lise. 

5031  Taylor  Hills  l.S    59. E   36   ALL  640.00 
Bell  Tower 

This  section  of  land  is  all  grazing  land  with  a  nice  creek  running  through  it.   It  is  split 
by  the  highway.   There  is  some  Canada  thistle  present  that  should  be  covered  by  standard  weed  stip. 

RICHLAND  (ELO,  FWP-6,  FWP-7) 

5001  Enid  23. N    54. E   16   ALL  640.00 

Carda  Coulee 

This  section  of  land  is  currently  all  grazing  land.   It  previously  had  439.1  acres  of  CRP. 
Marc  Aberg  made  a  note  on  the  lease  record  change  aibout  the  new  lessee  being  interested  in  the 
possibility  of  farming  some  of  this  again  in  the  future.   There  is  an  undeveloped  spring  in  a  draw. 

Tke  sfre^^^  7/-'^ J,  eh.  ^>^^  '^-/■:/}^Ui'<>^    '^^^   7^<^- 


OGT  1 7  2000  RECEIVED 

Teresa  Kinley,  Hydrologist/Geologist,  MMB 

OCT  1  8  2000 

From  Barny  D.  Smith,  Lewistown  Unit  Manager,  TLMD  D  M  P  r* 

RE:  Dec.  5,  2000  Oil/Gas  Lease  Sale  Jy    7ke  cJf,,r^l  r^soi^^fs  T-fyM/^-h^o^   i^^  i  ll  be  ^Jjj 

Uwistown  Unit  Tracts  -to^ie  /e^se^  a^  -f^e  De..  5;    Xo^.>  oiU.J  ^^t 

#5009  Studhorse  Butte  Sec. 7,  T26N,  R14E   NEl/4hfWl/4,  N1/2NE1/4,  SE1/4NE1/4: 

Surface  is  not  Trust  Land. 

Alkali  Coulee  goes  through  this  tract.  Our  (old)  aerial  shows  that  this  is  grazing  land. 
"Care  should  be  taken  not  to  damage  the  coulee  bottom  or  sides  while  crossing."  There  are  no 
other  apparent  special  stipulations  needed  for  this  tract.  .  .    ,   ,      ,,     _/      //  y^ 

#5010  Studhorse  Butte  Sec.l6,  T26N,  R14E 

N 1/2  is  not  state  owned.  It  is  most  likely  grazing  land  and  probably  has  some  teepee  -^ 
rings  on  it.  "These  should  be  avoided." 

Sl/2  is  Surface  Lease  #2938 
This  is  all  classified  grazing  land.  There  isaP/Agas  well  intheSWl/4.  "There  are  several  -^ 
teepee  rings  scattered  about  in  the  SEl/4.  These  cultural  resources  should  be  avoided.  The 
Lewistown  Unit  Office  must  be  notified  prior  to  exploration  and  the  seismic  line  must  be  flagged 
and  inspected  before  approval  will  be  granted."      ^c?  iwH <"/» "^    ha-fed ■    CavereU  hy 

#5002  Tiger  Butte  Sec.29,  T27N,  R16E 

NE1/4NE1/4  State  Surface  Lease  #9238 

NE1/4NW1/4  State  Surface  Lease  #9239 

This  tract  is  all  grazing  land,  and  provides  fair  habitat  for  big  game.  There  are  no  known  cultural 
resources  or  water  bodies.  There  are  no  special  concerns  or  stipulations  associated  with  this 
tract. 

#5027  Loco  Ridge  All  Sec.  16,  T13N,  R20E 

State  Surface  Lease  #6038. 

This  tract  is  all  classified  grazing  land.  There  are  no  known  cultural  resources  present.  There  is 
a  natural  spring  in  the  center  of  the  section.  This  tract  provides  good  habitat  for  big  game.  There 
are  no  special  concerns  or  stipulations  associated  with  this  tract  either. 


RECEIVED 

OCT  1 6  ?nnn 
D.N.R.C. 


Box  581 

Red  Lodge,  MT  59068 

October  12, 2000 


Teresa  Kinley 

Montana  Dept.  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation 

P.O.  Box  201601 

Helena,  MT  59620-1601 

Dear  Ms.  Kinley, 

Thank  you  for  your  request  for  wildlife  information  for  the  December  5  Oil  and  Gas  lease  sale. 

In  Stillwater  County  Application  #'s  5021,  5022  and  5023  are  of  particular  importance,  since  these  areas 
support  wintering  populations  of  mule  deer.  I  would  suggest  a  no  surfece  occupancy  stipulation  from 
December  1  until  April  15  each  year  for  each  of  these  areas. 


Thank  you  for  your  consideration. 
Sincerely,  , 

Shawn  T.  Stewart 
Area  Wildlife  Biologist 


mu  le  deer  ^re  tio-t  4    I  r  ^  5>?<=r,>s. 
-to   eack  /e4S€  for  -^esf  3  -^c^. 


MnStowft 

I  Box  581 

d  Lodge.  MT59068-0S81 


l,i.l.i.l...tl....i.Hi.,.l..i.l 


t. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  NATURAL 
RESOURCES  AND  CONSERVATION 

NORTHEASTERN  LAND  OFFICE 


STATE  OF  hyO^TANA' 


(406)  228-2430  Telephone 
(406)  228-2439  FAX 


GLASGOW  UNIT  OFHCE 

PO  BOX  1007 

224  6  STREET  SOUTH 

GLASGOW,  MONTANA  59230-1007 


Memorandum 

TO:  Teresa  Kinley,  Hydrologist/Geologist,  MMB 

FROM:  Cameron  Rasor,  Land  Use  Specialist,  Glasgow  Unit  Office   CU^ 

DATE:  October  11,  2000 

SUBJECT:  December  5, 2000  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale 


As  per  your  request  on  September  27,  2000,  regarding  any  concerns  that  may  require  stipulations 
on  oil  and  gas  leases.  I  reviewed  the  state  surface  leases  and  found  some  small  concerns.  Our 
major  concern  is  protecting  the  potholes  and  reservoir  located  on  many  of  these  tracts.  These 
areas  are  heavily  utilized  by  waterfowl  during  much  of  the  year.  We  would  prefer  any  oil  and 
gas  projects  keep  a  500  feet  buffer  from  the  high  water  mark  of  any  stream,  pothole  and  reservoir 
on  State  land.  We  would  also  prefer  a  300  feet  buffer  from  any  well  located  on  state  land. 


Enclosures: 


Hydrologist's  Report 


•M4  EQUAL  OPPORTVUIVf  EMPLOYER' 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 
OIL  t   GAS  LEASE  SALE  -  DECEMBER  5,  2000 

HYDROLOGIST'S  REPORT 


DESCRIPTION 


DAMZKLS  (NKLO-G,  rMP-6) 

5011  Wast  Fork  HK  34. N   45. K   11  K2  320.00 

Lease  #  6324 

5012  Waat  Fork  MX  34. N    45. E   24   N2NE4,  NE4NH4,  S2  440.00 

Lease  #2751 

->  West  Fork  Poplar  River 
_.,      ,,  Maintain  a  500  foot  buffer ,        /    /,  •//   Z     ^JJfiJ'^  M>'z  7a<»c//  /C^se 

5013  Four  Buttaa  35. N    47. E    3   LOTS  1,  2,  S2NX4,  SX4MW4, 

U         I  r-  I  SW4SW4,  E2SW4,  SE4 

Lease  #2243     ^oyj 
Lease  #  2823         *'S^\ 

Waterfowl  Habitat 
Large 

5014  Four  Buttas 
Lease  #  9936 

No  concerns 

5020  Four  Buttas  36. N    47. E   19   LOTS  1,  2,  3,  4,  E2W2 

Killanback  Rasarvoir  STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 


/'/^'"f  />/'^f,~t 


SURFACE . 


Deeded 


5015  Four  Buttas  36. N    47. E   28   SE4SW4,  SE4 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 


SURFACE . 


Deeded 


5016  Four  Buttas  36. N    47. E   29   W2 

Lease  #  2870 


Tk(  ^Z?/' 5"^//'''^^'<^*i    '^'^f   ^''  ^"(i^^'c^  '~^    TtC'j    ~/r4c-/^  Aoj^^ 


5017  Four  Buttas  36. N   47. E   32   32,  N2NW4 

Lease  #  2870 


CRPland     ~TAe    C /^ /^  Ti)pHk-/,'o^  u'/l  he  a  J J^ J  -^   ///j  '^^//^ /;f^  ^ -^ 

Lease  #2827  ^e  MecUeJ  7^  ^y-  ^  ''^"i^.-f''^^/^  ^''^'"^  ''^'^"^  ^"^  ^^mZ'';W^fi-  /tS  y^.-P) 
~r  u   //     /         Waterfowl  habitat  -  Maintain  500  footbuffer  from  any^othole  and  Butte  Creek  t^'i'-it^  (gJ^,  — -^ 

5018  Four  Buttas  36. N    47. E   33   NE4NW4 ,  S2NW4,  SW4,  E2         *       600.00 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 
SURFACE  ON  THE  E2NW4 ,  NE4 , 


N2SE4.  ,/,    [l^^^-'s    A'^-^' 

Lease  #2246  '.,/.//  '//  /     ^JJJ'A'^^'^  n       jt/n 

CRP  land     r^e  r^/'sy,^/^//^  ^-/Z  i"-  T^/^^  *  ^^  co^i;,,-/,'^^  i.e.  JJ""i ,  ^"7^.  ^^^ 

—       ,    ,  Maintain  500  foot  buffer  from  any  wetland  habitat     i'^.'^yit^L  hM0>n  ^*"^-^  h  l'^''''  *'"^'  "^'^ ^i,/ 

5019  Four  Buttas  36. N    47. E   34   S2NE4,  W2,  SE4  *       560.00  ^^ 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE  r 

SURFACE  ON  THE  S2NE4  .  ^'^'f 

Lease  #  2985  "■^  y^. 

Erosive  soils  •///  ///  "^ 

M-e  ^  A  5-7^  h/^  5a.  J5    ->  ^'r 


c 


SLO  OIL  &  GAS  LEASE  APPUCATIONS 
Sale  Date:         12-6- f^^^ 


^UJ. 


County: 
App.  No. : 
Legal: 
CRP: 


SV^/^-f^ 


So  4-^ 


RECEIVED 

OCT  0  4  2000 

D.N.R.C. 


wildlife; 


/fiv^  <J-fj>^ J  {^ap'h^'i      i^^Oiw-y     '^f^-jf^cl-^ 


Cultural: 


"T^f!   Ctil-funl  resources    si'-'^uU-^'o-n  UjHI  he  tyj^/^t/  ii>  tV/j- 


Surface  Water; 


f?i^'U  "  )-*/" 


~7],e   ri^^r   iuFfer    an  J  7^?  rl\/erl>fd   <9>iJ  t-eUTcal  acirea^f> 


Soils: 


C^i\re  I    "^    (TcTcki^  ^ 


Timber; 


^O 


Improvements : 


p^*t<i-vC , 


Other; 


-  UlNfltD  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY 
ri5' 


^■•<f 


Sv   '^rj  ^ 


■  m  -J 


>'*"'''x' 


y0- 


fW:-^Vy 


I 


111 


■■'M 


r»!.;K. 


County: 
App .  No . : 
Legal: 
CRP: 


SLO  OIL  &  GAS  LEASE  APPUCATIONS 
Sale  Date:        l2-S-d7S 


H^> 


^-/-if/kd^ 


'±L. 


^02£ 


RECEIVED 

OCT  0  4  2000 
D.N.R.C. 


Wildlife: 

Cultural: 

1^^   Ka^--^  ' 

Surface  Water: 

Soils: 

Hixrf^s,  ^,  ^^y  ''^(1  d^ii^  c 

Timber: 

i}^ 

Improvements : 

\^\.(t^  .      UiU^^  ^  tzpJs     Cx^io^'J, 

Other: 

MONTANA 
75  MINUTE  SERIES  (TOPOGRAPHIC)        <^ 


r  2730" 


SLO  OIL  &  GAS  LEASE  APPUCATIONS 

Sale  Date:  12-5'^''^ 


^//A/. 


County: 
App.    No. : 
Legal: 
CRP: 


^-(^1/.^ 


OY' 


^02^ v 

jjA. 


RECEIVED 
OCT  0  4  2000 
D.N.R.C. 


JiL 


wildlife: 

-this    -h^cfs  /eose  (ror  ^ro^^e^ 

Cultural: 

\\j^       \/Utv^   < 

Surface  Water: 

Of^u^r       Uair                                                          ////// 

Soils: 

Ko^fL     Thin   \  rm^ 

Timber: 

\}ui^ 

Improvements: 

fc^^^^ 

Other: 

_ . 

•5'  ,    l,,.. ,...,. 


ROSCOE  NW  QUADRANGLE 

MONTANA  x*> 

7.5  MINUTE  SERIES  (TOPOGRAPHIC)        ^ 

109*2?30 
45*30' 


•-> 


SLO  OIL  &  GAS  LEASE  APPUCATIONS 

Sale  Date:  rJ-S-ST— 


^IK^^ 


County: 
App .  No . : 
Legal: 
CRP  ; 


^-j-)!  I.rj^ 


.^^022. 


.m 


RECEIVED 

OCT  0  4  2000 


Wildlife: 

Ktv/f    0^-^,     ^^1^)    l^^^i      CkxJ^^C        ^tfU'>j    Plf^J-r^^^        So^lo^rt!^  , 
T/ie   Uj'ilJi'^'^   Sitri^^y  $■/><'*/'» /''erw    /^.V/  he  aJtJeJ  "4     -,^/'j 

Cultural: 

fVi(5V^    K>^p<..^- 

Surface  Water: 

Soils: 

Timber: 

Improvements: 

J^pv-tU^  S           ha^'tY    ft>vcf       Crvi^      4**^^<^        accr-i'i      \nr^% 

Other: 

$Jit  ^        hyc/    ct-oc^^s  ^ 

^  ♦  .'    l^  ■ 


ft^j 


'"  '.C"-^  ■■•■■     '    ■•'!-''v <■•'■■■.'/ 


-ri^ 


r^-i 


•y*?^i 


/SC' 


?S!G 


!^;?-;f 


-ft«l^ 


J 


■•K:S^ 


?>'U 


L-fe*/^ 


-jCi'^^i. 


••»rii?^J  :^ 


County: 
App.  No. : 
Legal: 
CRP: 


SLO  OIL  &  GAS  LEASE  APPUCATIONS 
Sale  Date:  i7^  5  -s^ — 


^-^f  if  L.'T.i^h^ 


«^*IVEO' 


OCT  0  4  2000 


^o^  I 


All-  /(^-     3-5.-    .7^^. 
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MONTANA 


Natural  Heritage 
Program  ^ 

A  pro-am  of  the 

Natural  Resource  Information  System 
P.O.  Box  201800  •   1515  East  Sixth  Avenue  •  Helena,  Montana  59620-1800  •  Fax:406-444-0581    •  Phone:406-444-3009 


October  2, 2000 

Teresa  Kinley 

MT  DNRC,  Trust  Land  Management  Division 

1625  Eleventh  Ave. 

Helena,  Montana  59620-1601 

Dear  Teresa, 


I  am  writing  in  response  to  your  request  for  information  on  species  of  special  concern  in  the  vicinity  of  the  proposed  Oil  &  Gas 
Lease  Sale  Tracts.  We  checked  our  databases  for  information  in  these  areas.  We  have  enclosed  the  species  of  concern  reports, 
organized  by  township,  range  and  section,  for  each  area  and  1  map  for  each  area  where  these  species  were  found.  The  results 
are  summarized  as  followsv 

NUMBER  OF 
OCCURRENCES  FOUND 

1 

0 
2 

I 
0 

1 

0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
5 
0 


COUNTY 

APP# 

LOCATION 

Blaine 

5004 

T35N,R19E,  Section  36 

Carbon 

5024, 

5026 

T04S,R19-20E 

Carter 

5028- 

5031 

T01S,R59E 

Cascade 

5008 

T14N,R01W,  Section  16 

Chouteau 

5010 

T26N,  RI4E 

Chouteau 

5002 

T27N,R16E,  Section  29 

Daniels 

5011 

5012 

T34N,  R45E 

Daniels 

5013 

5020 

T35-36N,  R47E 

Fergus 

5027 

T13N,  R20E,  Section  16 

Hill 

5032 

5037 

T36-37N,  RIOE 

Hill 

5038 

T37N,R12E,  Section  36 

Lewis  &  Clark 

5003, 

5005  -  5007 

T14-15N,R05W 

Richland 

5001 

T23N,  R54E,  Section  16 

Stillwater 

5021 

-5023,5025 

T01-04S,R20E;T04S,R19E 

5039 

-5042 

Toole 

5043 

T37N,R03E,  Section  16 

Electronic  access  to  the  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program  is  available  at  URL 
http://nris.state.mt.us/mtnhp/ 
The  Naturk  Conskrvancy  and  Montana  Statk  Libr,ary 


Please  keep  in  mind  the  following  when  using  and  interpreting  the  enclosed  information  and  maps: 

(1)  These  materials  are  the  result  of  a  search  of  our  database  for  species  of  concern  and  communities  that  comprise  high- 
quality  wetlands,  that  occur  in  an  area  defined  by  the  requested  township  and  range  (and  section,  if  available)  with  an 
additional  one-mile  buffer  surrounding  the  requested  area.  This  is  done  to  provide  you  with  a  more  inclusive  set  of  records 
and  to  capture  records  that  may  be  inmiediately  adjacent  to  the  requested  area. 

(2)  In  the  report,  the  term  "precision"  reflects  the  quality  of  the  location  information.  S  (second)  precision  is  used  when  the 
location  of  the  collection/observation  is  known  within  a  three-second  radius  (approximately  10  acres);  M  (minute) 
precision  is  used  when  the  location  of  the  collection  /observation  is  known  within  a  one  minute  radius  (approximately  1.5 
miles);  and  G  (general)  precision  is  used  when  the  location  of  the  record/collection  is  known  within  a  5  mile  radius  or  to  a 
place  name  only.  Some  species  locations  outside  the  selection  area  have  imprecisely-known  locations  and  may  actually 
occur  within  the  selection  area. 

(3)  Location  information  for  animals  represents  occupied  breeding  habitat;  location  information  for  plants  represents  known 
occurrences  of  plant  species,  and,  like  animals,  has  an  implied  range  that  may  not  be  fully  conveyed  by  the  mapped  data. 
Most  locations  are  depicted  as  points,  but  some,  especially  those  that  cover  large  area,  are  depicted  as  polygons  on  the 
map.  The  approximate  boundaries  of  these  polygons  are  color-coded  to  help  differentiate  vertebrate  classes  and  plants. 

(4)  This  report  may  include  sensitive  data,  and  is  not  intended  for  general  distribution,  publication  or  for  use  outside  of  your 
agency.  In  particular,  public  release  of  specific  location  information  may  jeopardize  the  welfare  of  threatened, 
endangered,  or  sensitive  species  or  communities. 

(5)  The  accompanying  map(s)  display  management  status,  which  may  differ  from  ownership.  Also,  this  report  may  include 
data  from  privately-owned  lands,  and  approval  by  the  landowner  is  advisable  if  specific  location  information  is  considered 
for  distribution.  Features  shown  on  this  map  do  not  imply  public  access  to  any  lands. 

(6)  Additional  biological  data  for  the  search  area(s)  may  be  available  from  other  sources.  We  suggest  you  contact  the  U.S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  for  any  additional  information  on  threatened  and  endangered  species  (406-449-5225).  Also, 
significant  gaps  exist  in  the  Heritage  Program's  fisheries  data,  and  we  suggest  you  contact  the  Montana  Rivers  Information 
System  for  information  related  to  your  area  of  interest  (406-444-3345). 

(7)  The  results  of  a  data  search  by  the  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program  reflect  the  current  status  of  our  data  collection 
efforts.  These  results  are  not  intended  as  a  final  statement  on  sensitive  species  within  a  given  area,  or  as  a  substitute  for 
on-site  surveys,  which  may  be  required  for  environmental  assessments. 

I  hope  the  enclosed  information  is  helpful  to  you.  Please  feel  free  to  contact  me  at  (406)-444-2817  or  via  my  e-mail  address, 
below,  should  you  have  any  questions  or  require  additional  information. 

Sincerely, 

Martin  P.  Miller,  Data  Assistant 
Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
(martinm@state.mt.us) 


Electronic  access  to  the  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program  is  available  at  URL 
http://nris.state.mt.us/mtahp/ 


02-Oct-OO  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  Oil  &  Gas  Lease  Sale. 

App  #5004.  T3SN,  R19E,  Section  36,  Blaine  County 


Scientific  Name:  VULPES  VELOX 
Common  Name:  SWIFT  FOX 
Global  Rank  G3 

State  Rank:  SI 


Forest  Service  status:    SENSITIVE 
USFWS  Endangered  Species  Act  Status:    C 
BLM  Status:    SPECIAL  STATUS 


Occurrence  Type: 

Species  occurrence  data: 

LIMITED  DATA  AVAILABLE;  BUT  PROBABLY  AT  LEAST  4  BREEDING  PAIRS  ARE  PRESENT.  THE 
BOUNDARIES  FOR  THIS  OCCURRENCE  ENCOMPASS  ALL  REPORTED  OBSERVATIONS  LOCATED  WITHIN 
20  KM  OF  ONE  ANOTHER.  SPECIFIC  OBSERVATION  DATA  AVAILABLE  FROM  MTNHP. 

Last  observation:     1996  Size  (acres): 

General  site  description: 

ROLLING,  GLACIATED  MIXED-GRASS  PRAIRIE  WITH  LIMITED  SHRUB. 

Land  owner/manager 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE);  BLM:  LEWISTOWN  FIELD  OFFICE;  FORT 
BELKNAP  INDIAN  RESERVATION 

Comments: 

41  OBSERVATIONS  IN  THE  1980S  AND  1990S,  INCLUDING  5  OF  PUPS  OR  JUVENILES. 

Information  source 

ZOOLOGIST,  MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  1515  EAST  SIXTH  AVENUE,  P.O.  BOX  210800, 
HELENA,  MT  59620- 1 800.  406/444-3009. 

Survey  site  name:    BORDER  PRAIRIE 

County:  BLAINE;  VALLEY;  PHILLIPS;  HILL 

uses  quadrangle:  (EXTENDS  OVER  NUMEROUS  QUADS) 

Precision:  G 

Elevation  (ft): 

Location: 

A  VERY  LARGE  AREA  MOSTLY  NORTH  OF  THE  MILK  RIVER  FROM  CHINOOK  TO  HINSDALE  AND 
EXTENDING  TO  CANADA. 

TownshipVRange:  Section:  TRS  comments: 

037N018E  12  CENTROID-OCCURRENCE  EXTENDS  OVER  MANY  TOWNSHIPS 


nhpS408a.txt 
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Page  I  of  1 


<\ 


02-Oct-OO  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  Oil  &  Gas  Lease  Sale. 

App  #5028-5031.  TOIS,  R59E,  Carter  County 


Scientific  Name:  BUTEOREGALIS 

Common  Name:  FERRUGINOUS  HAWK 

Global  Rank  G4  Forest  Service  status: 

State  Rank:  S3B,SZN  USFWS  Endangered  Species  Act  Status: 

BLM  Status:    SPECIAL  STATUS 

Occurrence  Type:    OCCUPIED  BREEDING  HABITAT 

Species  occurrence  data: 

BREEDING  POPULATION  OF  CA.  8  TO  15  PAIRS.  THE  BOUNDARIES  FOR  THIS  OCCURRENCE  ENCOMPASS 
ALL  REPORTED  NEST  OBSERVATIONS  IN  THE  AREA.  SPECIHC  OBSERVATION  DATA  AVAILABLE  FROM 
MTNHP. 

Last  observation:     1992  Size  (acres): 

General  site  description: 

A  LARGE  AREA  OF  SHORTGRASS  PRAIRIE 

Land  owner/manager 

BLM:  MILES  CITY  FIELD  OFFICE;  PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE);  STATE 
LAND  -  UNDESIGNATED 

Comments: 

FULL  EXTENT  OF  OCCUPIED  BREEDING  HABITAT  IS  UNKNOWN. 

Information  source 

ENSIGN,  J.  T.  1983.  NEST  SITE  SELECTION,  PRODUCTIVITY,  AND  FOOD  HABITS  OF  FERRUGINOUS  HAWKS 
IN  SOUTHEASTERN  MONTANA.  M.S.  THESIS.  MONTANA  STATE  UNIVERSITY.  85  PP. 

Survey  site  name:    SOUTH  OF  EKALAKA 

County:  CARTER 

uses  quadrangle:  (EXTENDS  OVER  NUMEROUS  QUADS) 

Precision:  G 

Elevation  (ft):  3000 

Location: 

A  LARGE  EXPANSE  OF  MOSTLY  PUBLIC  LAND  CA.  10-20  MILES  SOUTH  OF  EKALAKA. 

Township\Range:  Section:  TRS  comments: 

003  S058E  6  CENTROID--OCCURRENCE  EXTENDS  OVER  NUMEROUS  TOWNSHIPS 

50  x^       T/  5,  /?  SiF^    Sec  /S' 

so36      --r/s,/^sfF,  s^c  /f 

^irf     OU-t^'K^^    -/-L's    Ferru^.'jiat.s    /icjJf  ^trea.     T4fy 
CiK    /Hayf     -/^^*i    ^    AiJ^   aA^^y  /7^>,  ;■/; 

nhp5408c.txt  MTNHP  ref.  027 
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02-Oct-OO  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  Oil  &  Gas  Lease  Sale. 

App  «>5028-5031.  TOIS,  R59E,  Carter  County 


Scientific  Name:  ZAPUS  HUDSONIUS 

Common  Name:  MEADOW  JUMPING  MOUSE 

Global  Rank  GS  Forest  Service  status: 

State  Rank:  S2S3  USFWS  Endangered  Species  Act  Status:     - 

BLM  Status:    SPECIAL  STATUS 
Occurrence  Type: 
Species  occurrence  data: 

21  ADULTS  OBSERVED. 

Last  observation:     1970-07  Size  (acres): 

General  site  description: 

Land  owner/manager 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE);  STATE  LAND  -  UNDESIGNATED;  CUSTER 
NATIONAL  FOREST,  SIOUX  RANGER  DISTRICT 

Comments: 

Information  source 

LAMPE,  R.  P.,  J.  K.  JONES  JR.,  R.  S.  HOFFMAN,  AND  E.  C.  BIRNEY.  1974.  THE  MAMMALS  OF  CARTER 
COUNTY,  SOUTHEASTERN  MONTANA.  OCCA.  PAP.  MUS.  NAT.  HIST.  UNTV.  KAN.  25:1-39. 

Survey  site  name:    EKALAKA 

County:  CARTER 

uses  quadrangle:  STAGVILLE  DRAW 

Precision:  G 

Elevation  (ft):  3600 

Location: 

3  MILES  SOUTH  AND  1.75  MILES  EAST  OF  EKALAKA. 

Township\Range:  Section:  TRS  comments: 

001N058E  15 

M.  ,'v^^   ,;^,.      .     n.    ,    ^';   '■%    7-^"/   f-/--  ^Z"-^--- 
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02-Oct-OO  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  Oil  &  Gas  Lease  Sale. 

2^  App  #5008.  T14N,  ROIW,  Section  16,  Cascade  County 


Scientinc  Name:  ONCORHYNCHUS  CLARKI  LEWISI 

Common  Name:  WESTSLOPE  CUTTHROAT  TROUT 

Global  Rank  G4T3  Forest  Service  status:    SENSITIVE 

State  Rank:  S3  USFWS  Endangered  Species  Act  Status: 

BLM  Status:    SPECIAL  STATUS 

Occurrence  Type:    AGGREGATED  OCCURRENCE  -  OCCUPIED  HABITAT 

Species  occurrence  data: 

NUMBER  OF  STREAMS  WITH  PURE  POPULATIONS:  UNK.  NUMBER  OF  STREAMS  WITH  POTENTL\LLY 
PURE  POPULATIONS:  UNK.  NUMBER  OF  STREAMS  WITH  90-99%  PURE  POPULATIONS:  UNK.  IDENTIFIED 
POPULATION  AGGREGATES:  UNK. 

Last  observation:  Size  (acres): 

General  site  description: 

POPULATIONS  TESTED  PURE  IN: 

Land  owner/manager 

Comments: 

FOR  INFORMATION  ON  SPECIFIC  POPULATIONS,  CONTACT  MONTANA  FISH,  WILDLIFE  &.  PARKS  OR 
QUERY  THE  MONTANA  RIVERS  INFORMATION  SYSTEM  @  http://nris.state.mt.us/wis/mrisl.html. 

Information  source 

MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  FISH,  WILDLIFE  &  PARKS.  1999.  MEMORANDUM  OF  UNDERSTANDING  AND 
CONSERVATION  AGREEMENT  FOR  WESTSLOPE  CUTTHROAT  TROUT  (ONCORHYNCHUS  CLARKI  LEWISI) 
IN  MONTANA.  28PP. 

Survey  site  name: 

County: 

USGS  quadrangle:  (EXTENDS  OVER  MULTIPLE  QUADS) 

Precision:  G 

Elevation  (ft): 

Location: 

THIS  OCCURRENCE  INCLUDES  ALL  STREAM  SEGMENTS  WITHIN  THE  MISSOURI  RIVER  WATERSHED 
(THREE  FORKS  TO  WOLF  CREEK)  THAT  SUPPORT  POPULATIONS  THAT  ARE  90%  OR  MORE  PURE. 

Township\Range:  Section:  TRS  comments: 


nhp5408d.txt  MTNHPref.  010 
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02-Oct-OO  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  Oil  &  Gas  Lease  Sale. 

App  #5002.  T27N,  R16E,  Section  29,  Chouteau  County 


Scientific  Name:  NICROPHORUS  AMERICANUS 

Common  Name:  AMERICAN  BURYING  BEETLE 

Global  Rank  Gl  Forest  Service  status: 

State  Rank:  SH  USFWS  Endangered  Species  Act  Status:    LE 

BLM  Status:    SPECIAL  STATUS 
Occurrence  Type: 
Species  occurrence  data: 

ADULT  OF  UNKNOWN  SEX  COLLECTED. 

Last  observation:     1897  Size  (acres): 

General  site  description: 

Land  owner/manager 

ROCKY  BOYS  INDIAN  RESERVATION 

Comments: 

MOST  INSECTS  COLLECTED  IN  THE  1890'S  WERE  IN  THE  AREA  OF  FORT  ASSINIBOINE.  SPECIMEN  IS  AT 
THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  KANSAS.  J.  REICHEL  OBTAINED  SPECIMEN  INFORMATION  FROM  MIKE  IVIE  AT  MSU. 

Information  source 

ZOOLOGIST,  MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  1515  EAST  SIXTH  AVENUE,  P.O.  BOX  2 1 0800, 
HELENA,  MT  59620-1800.  406/444-3009. 

Survey  site  name:    BALDY  MOUNTAIN 

County:  HILL 

USGS  quadrangle:  BOWERY  PEAK 

Precision:  G 

Elevation  (ft):  6800 

Location: 

BEAVER  CREEK.  PROBABLY  ON  BALDY  MOUNTAIN  IN  THE  BEARPAW  MOUNTAINS  SOUTH  OF  HAVRE. 

Township\Range:  Section:  TRS  comments: 

028N016E  27 
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02-Oct-OO  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  Oil  &  Gas  Lease  Sale. 

App  #5003,  5005-5007.  T14-15N,  R05W,  Lewis  &  Clarlc  County 


Sclentinc  Name:  LYNX  CANADENSIS  POP  1 

Common  Name:  LYNX  (US  LOWER  48  POPULATION) 

Global  Rank  G5T?Q  Forest  Service  status:    LISTED  THREATENED 

State  Rank:  S2  USFWS  Endangered  Species  Act  Status:    LT 

BLM  Status:    SPECL\L  STATUS 

Occurrence  Type: 

Species  occurrence  data: 

POTENTIAL  HABITAT.  THIS  OCCURRENCE  RECORD  CONSISTS  OF  LARGE  CONTIGUOUS  AREAS  THAT 
WERE  GENERALIZED  FROM  SPECIFIC  HABITATS  IDENTIFIED  BY  THE  WILDLIFE  SPATIAL  ANALYSIS  LAB 
AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  MONTANA  AS  BEING  POTENTIAL  LYNX  HABITAT. 

Last  observation:     1999  Size  (acres): 

General  site  description: 

DENSE,  MATURE  OR  OLD-GROWTH  LODGEPOLE  PINE,  DOUGLAS-FIR,  ENGELMANN  SPRUCE  AND 
SUBALPINE  FIR  FORESTS.  WELL-DEVELOPED  UNDERSTORY  IMPORTANT. 

Land  owner/manager 

Comments: 

ALL  HABITAT  POLYGONS  IN  THE  STATE  ARE  INCLUDED  IN  THIS  OCCURRENCE  RECORD.  SOURCE  DATA 
INCLUDES  CAVEAT  THAT  SUITABLE  HABITAT  MAY  BE  OVERESTIMATED. 

Information  source 

HART,  M.  M.,  W.  A.  WILLIAMS,  P.  C.  THORNTON,  K.  P.  MCLAUGHLIN,  C.  M.  TOBALSKE,  B.  A.  MAXELL,  D.  P. 
HENDRICKS,  C.  R.  PETERSON,  AND  R.  L.  REDMOND.  1998.  MONTANA  ATLAS  OF  TERRESTRIAL 
VERTEBRATES.  UNPUBLISHED  REPORT.  MONTANA  COOPERATIVE  WILDLIFE  RESEARCH  UNIT,  THE 
UNIVERSITY  OF  MONTANA,  MISSOULA.  VII  +  1302  PP. 

Survey  site  name:    STATEWIDE 

County:  BEAVERHEAD;  CARBON;  CASCADE;  DEER  LODGE;  FLATHEAD;  GALLATIN;  GLACIER;  GRANIT 

uses  quadrangle:  (EXTENDS  OVER  MULTIPLE  QUADS) 

Precision:  G 

Elevation  (ft): 

Location: 

INCLUDES  MUCH  OF  WESTERN  &  SOUTH  CENTRAL  MONTANA 

Township\Range:  Section:  TRS  comments: 
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02-Oct-OO  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  Oil  &  Gas  Lease  Sale. 

App  #5003,  5005-5007.  T14-15N,  R05W,  Lewis  &  Clark  County 


Scientific  Name:  URSUS  ARCTOS  HORRIBILIS 

Common  Name:  GRIZZLY  BEAR 

Global  Rank  G4T3  Forest  Service  status:    THREATENED 

State  Rank:  S1S2  USFWS  Endangered  Species  Act  Status:    LT 

BLM  Status:    SPECIAL  STATUS 

Occurrence  Type:    OCCUPIED  HABITAT 

Species  occurrence  data: 

OCCUPIED  HABITAT.  THIS  OCCURRENCE  IS  APPARENTLY  SEPARATED  FROM  THAT  IN  THE  MISSION 
MOUNTAINS  TO  THE  EAST  AND  BECOMING  ISOLATED  FROM  POPULATIONS  IN  CANADA  TO  THE  NORTH. 
THE  POPULATION  IS  ESTIMATED  AT  549-813  BEARS  WITH  A  MINIMUM  OF  306  BEARS  (INCLUDING  THE 
MISSION  MOUNTAINS  PORTION),  ACCORDING  TO  THE  U.S.  FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  SERVICE.  FROM  1987- 
1992,  THE  AVERAGE  KNOWN  HUMAN-CAUSED  MORTALITY  WAS  1 1.3  BEARS/YEAR,  ACCORDING  TO  THE 
U.S.  FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  SERVICE.  THE  BOUNDARIES  FOR  THIS  OCCURRENCE  ARE  SLIGHTLY  MODIFIED 
FROM  THE  RECOVERY  ZONE  BOUNDARY  TO  INCLUDE  AREAS  WHERE  BEARS  ARE  REPEATEDLY 
OBSERVED. 

Last  observation:  S'^*  (acres): 

General  site  description: 

GRIZZLIES  USE  A  WIDE  RANGE  OF  HABITATS,  FROM  LOW-ELEVATION  RIPARIAN  AREAS  TO  ALPINE  AND 
TALUS  SLOPES. 

Land  owner/manager 

SCAPEGOAT  WILDERNESS;  BOB  MARSHALL  WILDERNESS;  GREAT  BEAR  WILDERNESS;  GLACIER 
NATIONAL  PARK;  FLATHEAD  NATIONAL  FOREST;  LEWIS  &  CLARK  NATIONAL  FOREST;  HELENA 
NATIONAL  FOREST;  LOLO  NATIONAL  FOREST;  CORPORATE  TIMBERLANDS;  PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND 
(INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE);  STATE  LAND  -  UNDESIGNATED;  THE  NATURE  CONSERVANCY 
EASEMENT  34;  THE  NATURE  CONSERVANCY  EASEMENT  38;  MONTANA  LAND  RELIANCE  EASEMENT  4; 
UNIVERSITY  OF  MONTANA  LAND  -  BANDY  RANCH;  THE  NATURE  CONSERVANCY  EASEMENT  18;  SWAN 
RIVER  OXBOW  PRESERVE 

Comments: 

"OCCUPIED  HABITAT"  IS  BASED  ON  THE  RECOVERY  ZONE  BOUNDARY  AND  THE  PROFESSIONAL 
JUDGEMENT  OF  THE  MTNHP  ZOOLOGIST.  (THE  RECOVERY  ZONE  BOUNDARY  AND  BEAR  MANAGEMENT 
UNITS  ARE  AVAILABLE  FROM  MTNHP.) 

Information  source 

SERVHEEN,  C.  1993.  GRIZZLY  BEAR  RECOVERY  PLAN.  UNPUBLISHED  REPORT  TO  THE  U.S.  FWS. 
UNIVERSITY  OF  MONTANA,  MISSOULA.  1 8 1  PP. 

Survey  site  name:    NORTHERN  CONTINENTAL  DIVIDE 

County:  FLATHEAD;  GLACIER;  PONDERA;  TETON;  LEWIS  AND  CLARK;  POWELL;  MISSOULA;  LAKE;  LI 

USGS  quadrangle:  (EXTENDS  OVER  NUMEROUS  QUADS) 

Precision:  G 

Elevation  (ft):  3200 

Location: 

THIS  RECORD  ENCOMPASSES  AN  AREA  FROM  CANADA  SOUTH  TO  STATE  HIGHWAY  200,  AND  FROM 

EAST  FRONT  TO  SWAN  AND  STILLWATER  RIVERS.  ; 

Township\Range:  Section:  TRS  comments:  I 

^005       T /5/i/j   /^•S'V     Sec.   JL3  \ 
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02-Oct-OO  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  Oil  &  Gas  Lease  Sale. 

App  #5021-5023, 5025,  5039-5042.  T01-04S,  R20E;  T04S,  R19E,  Stillwater 
County 


Scientific  Name:  BIRD  ROOKERY 

Common  Name:  BIRD  ROOKERY 

Global  Rank  Z  Forest  Service  status: 

State  Rank:  Z  USFWS  Endangered  Species  Act  Status: 

BLM  Status: 
Occurrence  Type:    BIRD  ROOKERY 
Species  occurrence  data: 

GREAT  BLUE  HERON.  48  NESTS,  WITH  24  OCCUPIED  IN  MID-JUNE  (1988). 

Last  observation:     1988-06-15  Size  (acres):       0 

General  site  description: 

INTERMITTENT  ISLAND. 

Land  owner/manager 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments: 

NONE. 

Information  source 

LAVELLE,  D.  1988.  1988  NONGAME  SURVEYS  IN  REGION  5  AND  REGION  7.  MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF 
FISH,  WILDLIFE,  AND  PARKS.  [UNPUBLISHED  REPORT]. 

Survey  site  name:    COLUMBUS  -  ROOK 

County:  STILLWATER 

USGS  quadrangle:  COLUMBUS  WEST 

Precision:  M 

Elevation  (ft):  3600 

Location: 

ON  THE  YELLOWSTONE  RIVER,  CA.  3  MILES  DUE  WEST  OF  COLUMBUS. 

Township\Range:  Section:  TRS  comments: 
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02-Oct-OO  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  Oil  &  Gas  Lease  Sale. 

App  #5021-5023, 5025, 5039-5042.  T01-04S,  R20E;  T04S,  R19E,  Stillwater 
County 


Scientific  Name:  BIRD  ROOKERY 

Common  Name:  BIRD  ROOKERY 

Global  Rank  Z  Forest  Service  status: 

State  Rank:  Z  USFWS  Endangered  Species  Act  Status: 

BLM  Status: 
Occurrence  Type:    BIRD  ROOKERY 
Species  occurrence  data: 

GREAT  BLUE  HERON.  DENSE  ROOKERY  WITH  CA.  40  NESTS;  DOUBLE-CRESTED  CORMORANT.  60-80 

NESTS. 
Last  observation:     1988-06-15  Size  (acres):       0 

General  site  description: 

UNKNOWN. 

Land  owner/manager 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments: 

NONE. 

Information  source 

LAVELLE,  D.  1988.  1988  NONGAME  SURVEYS  IN  REGION  5  AND  REGION  7.  MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF 
FISH,  WILDLIFE,  AND  PARKS.  [UNPUBLISHED  REPORT]. 

Survey  site  name:    HAYRACK  GULCH 

County:  STILLWATER 

uses  quadrangle:  SHANE  RIDGE 

Precision:  M 

Elevation  (ft):  3500 

Location: 

ON  THE  YELLOWSTONE  RIVER,  CA.  5  AIR  MILES  SE  OF  COLUMBUS. 

TownshipVRange:  Section:  TRS  comments: 

003S021E  S  82 
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02-Oct-OO  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  Oil  &  Gas  Lease  Sale. 

App  #5021-5023, 5025, 5039-5042.  T01-04S,  R20E;  T04S,  R19E,  Stillwater 
County 


Scientific  Name:  HALIAEETUS  LEUCOCEPHALUS 
Common  Name:  BALD  EAGLE 

Global  Rank  G4  Forest  Service  status:    THREATENED 

State  Rank:  S3B,S3N  USFWS  Endangered  Species  Act  Status:    LT 

BLM  Status:    SPECIAL  STATUS 

Occurrence  Type:    NEST  SITE  &  TERRITORY 

Species  occurrence  data: 

STATUS:  CURRENT.  THE  MONTANA  BALD  EAGLE  WORKING  GROUP  (BEWG)  ANNUALLY  SURVEYS  AND 
COLLECTS  DATA  ON  NEST  SITES.  CONTACT  BEWG  COORDINATOR  DENNIS  FLATH  OF  MONTANA  FISH, 
WILDLIFE  &  PARKS  (406-994-6354)  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THIS  OCCURRENCE. 

Last  observation:     1999  Size  (acres):       4000 

General  site  description: 

NEST  SITE  AND  TERRITORY 

Land  owner/manager 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments: 

THIS  TERRITORY  HAS  EONUM  OF  THE  OLD  "COLUMBUS"  TERRITORY  (040-009)  BECAUSE  THE  LATTER 
WAS  MISTAKENLY  REPORTED  AS  BEING  IN  SECTION  14  (INSTEAD  OF  SECTION  24). 

Information  source 

FLATH,  D.  2000.  [MEMO  LISTING  LOCATION  OF  BALD  EAGLE  NESTS  AS  OF  AUGUST,  1999.]  UNPUBLISHED 
REPORT.  11  PR 

Survey  site  name:    COUNTRYMAN  CREEK 

County:  STILLWATER 

USGS  quadrangle:  COLUMBUS  WEST 

Precision:  M 

Elevation  (ft):  3620 

Location: 

ALONG  THE  YELLOWSTONE  RIVER  CA.  4.0  MILES  UPSTREAM  (WEST)  FROM  COLUMBUS,  NEAR  MOUTH 
OF  COUNTRYMAN  CREEK. 

TownshipVRange:  Section:  TRS  comments: 

002S019E  14  NW4SE4 
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02-Oct-OO  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  Oil  &  Gas  Lease  Sale. 

App  #5021-5023, 5025, 5039-5042.  T01-04S,  R20E;  T04S,  R19E,  Stillwater 
County 


Scientific  Name:  HALIAEETUS  LEUCOCEPHALUS 

Common  Name:  BALD  EAGLE 

Global  Rank  G4  Forest  Service  status:   THREATENED 

State  Rank:  S3B,S3N  USFWS  Endangered  Species  Act  Status:    LT 

ELM  Status:    SPECIAL  STATUS 

Occurrence  Type:    NEST  SITE  &  TERRITORY 

Species  occurrence  data: 

STATUS:  ABANDONED.  THE  MONTANA  BALD  EAGLE  WORKING  GROUP  (BEWG)  ANNUALLY  SURVEYS 
AND  COLLECTS  DATA  ON  NEST  SITES.  CONTACT  BEWG  COORDINATOR  DENNIS  FLATH  OF  MONTANA 
FISH,  WILDLIFE  &  PARKS  (406-994-6354)  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THIS  OCCURRENCE. 

Last  observation:     1999  Size  (acres): 

General  site  description: 

Land  owner/manager 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments: 

Information  source 

FLATH,  D.  2000.  [MEMO  LISTING  LOCATION  OF  BALD  EAGLE  NESTS  AS  OF  AUGUST,  1999.]  UNPUBLISHED 
REPORT.  11  PP. 

Survey  site  name:    OSTRUM 

County:  STILLWATER 

USGS  quadrangle:  ROSCOE  NW 

Precision:  M 

Elevation  (ft):  4220 

Location: 

FROM  RED  LODGE,  GO  CA.  25  MILES  NORTHWEST  ON  HWY  78.  SITE  IS  ALONG  THE  EAST  FORK  OF 

ROSEBUD  CREEK  CA.  0.5  MILE  SOUTH  OF  THE  FORKS. 

Township\Range:  Section:  TRS  comments: 

004S018E  24 
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02-Oct-OO  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  Oil  &  Gas  Lease  Sale. 

App  #5021-5023, 5025, 5039-5042.  T01-04S,  R20E;  T04S,  R19E,  Stillwater 
County 


Scientific  Name:  HALIAEETUS  LEUCOCEPHALUS 

Common  Name:  BALD  EAGLE 

Global  Rank  04  Forest  Service  status:    THREATENED 

State  Rank:  S3B,S3N  USFWS  Endangered  Species  Act  Status:    LT 

BLM  Status:    SPECL\L  STATUS 

Occurrence  Type:    NEST  SITE  &  TERRITORY 

Species  occurrence  data: 

STATUS:  CURRENT.  THE  MONTANA  BALD  EAGLE  WORKING  GROUP  (BEWG)  ANNUALLY  SURVEYS  AND 
COLLECTS  DATA  ON  NEST  SITES.  CONTACT  BEWG  COORDINATOR  DENNIS  FLATH  OF  MONTANA  FISH, 
WILDLIFE  &  PARKS  (406-994-6354)  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THIS  OCCURRENCE. 

Last  observation:     1999  Size  (acres): 

General  site  description: 

NONE 

Land  owner/manager 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments: 

Information  source 

FLATH,  D.  2000.  [MEMO  LISTING  LOCATION  OF  BALD  EAGLE  NESTS  AS  OF  AUGUST,  1999.]  UNPUBLISHED 
REPORT.  11  PP. 

Survey  site  name:    BENSONS  BLUFF 

County:  STILLWATER 

USGS  quadrangle:  COLUMBUS  WEST 

Precision:  M 

Elevation  (ft):  3600 

Location: 

ALONG  THE  YELLOWSTONE  RIVER  CA.  4  MILES  WEST  OF  COLUMBUS,  UPSTREAM  FROM  BENSONS  BLUFF. 

TownshipVRange:  Section:  TRS  comments: 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES 
AND  CONSERVATION 

TRUST  LAND  MANAGEMENT  DIVISION 

MARC  RACICOT,  GOVERNOR 


STATE  OF  MONTANA' 


DIRECTOR'S  OFnCE  (406)  444-2074 
TELEFAX  NUMBER  (406)  444-2684 


1625  ELEVENTH  AVENUE 


PO  BOX  201601 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620-1601 


September  27,  2000 


MF.MORANDIJM 


TO:      Patrick  Rennie,  Archaeologist,  Ag.  &,  Grazing  Management  Bureau 

FROM:  Teresa  Kinley,  Hydrologist/Geologist,  Minerals  Management  Bureau       ^ i^ji-s^   /^ 

RE:     December  5,  2000  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale 


Please  review  the  attached  list  of  tracts  for  the  upcoming  oil  and  gas  lease  sale  for  cultural 
areas  of  concern.  Prior  to  leasing,  the  Department  complete  an  environmental  assessment  of  the 
properties.  One  of  the  purposes  of  this  assessment  is  to  mitigate  potential  cultural  concerns  that 
could  be  affected  by  oil  and  gas  exploration  by  adding  stipulations  to  the  leases.  As  usual  the 
standard  cultural  stipulation  will  be  placed  on  all  tracts. 

Let  me  know  if  there  are  any  concerns  which  may  require  other  stipulations  on  the  leases. 
If  you  have  any  questions,  please  ask  me  or  Monte  Mason.  Please  return  your  comments  by 
October  25,  2000. 


Thank  you  for  your  help. 


Attachment 


-X^^^. 


^^^^'    V  *^--  *=^''  '^*'^*^ 
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APPENDIX  D:   Public  Comments  Received  Before  Deadline 


NOTE:   For  this  December  5,  2000  Montana  oil  and  gas  lease  sale,  DNRC  received 
20  public  comments  in  the  form  of  letters,  postcards,  and  e-mail  messages. 
These  comments  indicated  a  heightened  level  of  public  interest  in  the  Beartooth 
WMA  area.   One  comment  supported  the  Land  Board's  efforts  to  develop  its 
resources  and  thereby  also  to  revitalize  the  state's  economy.   Most  letters 
ignored  the  Land  Board's  fiduciary  obligation  to  the  school  trust  and  simply 
recommended  no  leasing. 

DNRC  proposes  to  apply  the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  sensitive  area 
stipulation,  (number  16  in  the  application  list  in  Appendix  A,  F-3  in  Appendix 
B)  to  application  number  5008  in  Cascade  County.   This  determination  resulted 
from  the  tract's  location  immediately  adjacent  to  the  DFWP's  WMA.   This  WMA  is 
managed  by  DFWP  in  a  manner  and  for  wildlife  objectives  very  similar  to  the  Sun 
River  Game  Range.   DFWP  review  and  recommendation  was  for  a  Rocky-Mountain 
Front-type  sensitive  areas  stipulation.   The  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management 
sensitive  area  stipulation  is  similar  to  F-2,  (Appendix  B)  in  that  it 
specifically  outlines  Land  Board  review  and  approval  and  delineates  the  review 
process.   As  a  part  of  this  review  "No  surface  activities  shall  occur  on  the 
lease  premises  unless  and  until  the  Operating  Plan  or  Amendment  is  approved  by 
the  Board."   After  completion  of  the  review,  the  Land  Board  may  approve,  modify, 
or  deny  surface  activity  on  the  lease. 

In  addition,  DNRC  proposes  to  apply  the  sensitive  areas  stipulation  (number  15 
in  the  application  list  in  Appendix  A,  F-1  in  Appendix  B)  to  application  numbers 
5003,  5005,  5006,  and  5007  in  Lewis  and  Clark  County.   The  Land  Board  has  leased 
in  this  area  in  December  1999  and  June  2000  and  utilized  the  sensitive  areas 
stipulation  (F-1,  Appendix  B) .   The  four  tracts  on  the  December  2000  MT  oil  and 
gas  lease  sale  are  located  west  of  Wolf  Creek.   They  are  not  immediately 
adjacent  to  Forest  Service  or  DFWP  lands.   However,  because  of  their  general 
location  in  an  area  where  species  of  general  concern  exist,  the  sensitive  area 
stipulation  is  again  believed  appropriate. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES 
AND  CONSERVATION 

TRUST  LAND  MANAGEMENT  DIVISION 

MARC  RACICOT,  GOVERNOR  1625  ELEVENTH  AVENUE 


STATE  OF  MONTANA' 


DIRECTOR'S  OFFICE  (406)  444-2074  PO  BOX  201601 

TELEFAX  NUMBER  (406)  444-2684  HELENA.  MONTANA  59620-1601 


October  31,  2000 

Dyrck  Van  Hyning 

PO  Box  2931 

Great  Falls  MT  59403 

Re:       December  O&G  Lease  Sale 

Dear  Dyrck: 

I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  your  comments  were  received  and  will  be  included  in  our  review. 
As  you  know,  the  tract  of  land  you  reference  is  state  school  trust  land.  Such  lands  were  granted 
to  Montana  by  the  Federal  goverrunent  at  statehood  [Enabling  Act  of  1889],  to  be  managed  to 
derive  revenue  for  the  support  of  education  in  Montana.  The  State  Land  Board  manages  school 
trust  lands,  with  our  department  (DNRC)  responsible  for  the  day-to-day  management  under  their 
direction. 

In  the  1970's,  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  (DFWP)  established  the  Beartooth 
Management  Area  on  lands  it  obtained  from  the  Nature  Conservancy.  State  school  trust  lands, 
such  as  the  one  currently  nominated  for  oil  &  gas  leasing,  are  located  in  the  area,  but  are  not  part 
of  the  formal  management  area  created  by  DFWP.  DFWP  does  hold  a  grazing  lease  on  the 
school  trust  tract,  which  allows  them  to  utilize  the  surface  for  grazing  but  does  not  include 
control  of  other  resources  on  the  tract.  You  might  recall  that  a  similar  situation  arose  a  few 
months  ago  in  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  area.  In  that  case,  DFWP  compensated  the  school 
trust  tor  deferrmg  the  issuance  ol  oil  ik.  gas  leases  lor  one  year.  DNRC  and  D\r  WP  could  then 
pursue  a  management  agreement  that  addressed  DFWP's  objectives  while  still  meeting  the 
requirement  to  secure  fair  market  value  for  utilization  of  school  trust  resources.  Since  that  time, 
both  departments  have  devoted  considerable  effort  toward  that  end,  and  a  consensus  on  an 
agreement  may  be  close  at  hand.  DFWP  reviewed  the  currently  nominated  Beartooth  tract  and 
advised  that  they  are  not  interested  in  pursuing  a  deferral.  They  further  advised  that,  while  the 
tract  is  not  located  on  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front,  their  preference  was  that  DNRC  consider 
placing  the  either  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  or  the  Sensitive  Areas  stipulation  on  the  lease. 

At  this  point,  several  steps  remain  in  DNRCs  process  for  reviewing  nominated  tracts.  After 
review  by  the  department  and  consideration  of  all  comments  received  from  the  public  and  other 
state  and  federal  agencies,  DNRC  will  put  out  a  final  list  of  tracts  proposed  for  leasing.  This  list 
will  also  include  any  additional  environmental  stipulations  that  are  proposed  to  be  added  to  the 
base  lease. 


Ultimately,  the  decision  on  whether  or  not,  and  upon  what  terms,  to  issue  leases  rests  with  the 
Land  Board.  However,  I  can  tell  you  that  the  department's  recommendation  for  the  Beartooth 
tract  is  to  utilize  an  edited  version  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  stipulation,  consistent  with  the 
DFWP  response  discussed  above  (as  well  as  the  comments  I  received  from  the  Montana 
Wilderness  Association). 

The  quote  you  attribute  to  Dan  Whyte  comes  from  the  same  statute  you  reference  from  Tom 
Butler.  The  entirety  of  this  and  other  applicable  statutes,  the  Constitution  and  the  Enabling  Act 
are  all  taken  into  consideration  in  court  cases  that  affirm  the  fiduciary  duty  of  the  Land  Board 
when  managing  school  trust  lands.  With  respect,  the  North  Fork  Preservation  Case  you 
reference  did  not  consider  or  rule  on  whether  all  activity  could  be  mitigated.  Instead,  the  State 
Supreme  Court's  review  found  that  the  Sensitive  Area  stipulation  utilized  by  the  Department 
complied  with  MEPA  by  providing  for  the  appropriate  environmental  review  at  the  appropriate 
time.  I  appreciate  that  you  disagree  that  closely  controlled  development  can  take  place  without 
significant  negative  impacts.  However,  Gloria  Flora  (then  Forest  Supervisor)  reached  that  very 
conclusion  after  review  of  the  information  contained  in  the  Lewis  and  Clark  National  Forest  Oil 
and  Gas  Leasing  Final  EIS.  [Record  of  Decision  -  page  5] 

Finally,  as  you  well  know  from  our  previous  discussions  and  your  assistance  in  improving  our 
lease  sale  review  process,  each  and  every  lease  issued  by  this  department  requires  site-specific 
review  and  compliance  with  all  applicable  statutes  and  rules  promulgated  by  the  State  of 
Montana.  Neither  the  Land  Board  nor  the  Trust  Land  Management  Division  has  the  authority  to 
control  whether  or  not  exploration  occurs  in  sensitive  areas.  Quite  simply,  the  dispersed  pattern 
of  school  trust  lands  means  that  the  majority  of  mineral  estate  in  this  or  any  area  is  owned  and 
controlled  by  others. 

I  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  management  of  both  DFWP  and  school  trust  lands.  Both 
departments  are  dedicated  to  managing  their  respective  lands  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  granted  to  the  State.  Where  conflicts  arise,  DFWP  and  DNRC  are 
working  toward  management  of  such  lands  to  best  meet  the  objectives  of  both  departments.  If 
you  have  any  questions,  please  don't  hesitate  to  contact  me. 

Sincerely, 

Monte  G.  Mason,  Chief 

Minerals  Management  Bureau 

Dept  of  Natural  Resources  &  Conservation 

406-444-3843 
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October  27.  2000 

Mr.  Monte  Mason 

Chief  Minerals  Management  Bureau 

O&G  Lease  Sale  Comments 

DNRC 

PO  Box  201601 

Helena.  MT  59620-1601 


SUBJ:  December  5,  2000  Oil  &  Gas  Leasing  App#  5008 

D«ftr  Mr.  Mason. 

Thank  vou  for  taking  my  comments  on  Application  #  5008  Cascade  County  TMN  RIW  Section 
Tfi  dl  640  ire     Thl  section  of  land  is  in  the  farthest  South  West  comer  of  Cascade  County  and 
he  North  ^astcorne  of  the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area  Most  hunters  know  thts  area 

u        t.  nnl  ofThI  tnilv  «reat  elk  herds  in  Montana  and  the  United  States.  I  have  taken  my 
cWMrTn  wh  n  ht  wer"^^^^^^^^^  and  sometimes  walking  over  thts  great  area  huntmg. 

M  vt  l^ow    hS^  Jea  s'by  p'ermit  elk  harvesting  only,  and  in  my  hunting  days  never  drew  a 
permit  b^tTways  enjoyed  ndmg  my  horses  or  walkmg  over  this  ^eat  rolhng  country. 

All  .,H.  into  this  area  were  closed  shortly  after  the  property  was  acquired  by  the  Montana  Fish, 
W  rfe  and  P^  s  (W^  because  of  the  flood  and  on  purpose,  so  the  elk  herd  would  survov^ 
Thiv  h^d  m^nv  stories  by  Mike  Aderhold  and  others  telling  about  the  early  days  of  the  MFWP 
X  t^eep T/ "^^  a  fire  buried  off  the  grass  on  the  ranch  and  to  keep  the  elk 

fSng  the  adjoining  ;anchers  pasture  and  hay.  We  have  truly  come  a  long  way  on 
preserving  this  great  ranch  and  elk  herd.  ■ 

I„  1987  ,he  Stat,  legislature  under  .hen  CScvemor  Schwinden  re<imr^  "  P'^""™^^  O^^^" 
o«  EIS  for  development  of  these  resources  be  produced  by  December  1989   The  PEIS  wm 
w^t  o!.  °o  r,  «?^?f«ieral  agencies  and'the  public  «,d  gave  only  30  day,  to  reply  The 
^iTdW  not  be  iev^  they  could  even  attempt  to  comn:ent  on  the  enttre  state  of  MonUna  game 
^d^n  wme  bW    fish  2d  animds  m  30  day,  and  did  not  comment^  W.^are  now  sttll  offenng 
for  le^e' 1™  of  tad  under  that  30  days  PEIS  back  in  1987   What  a  sad  snuat.on! 

we  now  have  the  DmC  ^^-^  ^^:tZ^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Beartooth  WM,fe  ^^^'S""""' ^  'JX^^Uebate^?^^^^^  Stewardship  vs  Revenue, 

r;.s'::;rSbyCr';d3s.s..os^g..^^^^^^ 


P.O.  Box  2931  (6»403) 

B835  43rd  St.  8.W. 
Grtat  Fall*.  MT  69404 

1C1  o-ilft      CAY  IAnP\  IW-R.'ifl.'? 
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reasonable  advantage  to  the  state." 

I  contend  that  all  activity  caimot  be  mitigated  as  the  1989  Supreme  Court  of  Montana    NORTH 
FORK  PRESERVATION  ASSOCIATION  v.  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE  LANDS/^A^rs 
UNION  CENTRAL  EXCHANGE  ruled.  The  oil  companies  have  never  been  able  to  docur^m  a 
single  area  in  the  United  States  scientific  or  academic  that  "closely  controlled  development  can 
take  place  without  significant  negative  impacts  to  wldlifis  and  other  surface  resources  values" 
The  reason  is  very  simple,  "  whereever  there  is  a  road,  man  will  drive  and  man  must  shoot 
everything  that  walks".  That  the  one  factor  that  best  science  can  not  control,  man's  behavior. 

The  DNRC  has  no  written  standards  to  develop  and  control  exploration  in  sensitive  areas  and 
apparently  has  no  plans  for  standards  in  the  future.     There  is  plenty  of  evidence  to  demonstrate 
environmental  damage  from  gas  development,  but  no  evidence  to  demonstrate  benign 
development.  We  have  asked  the  industry  during  the  Lewis  and  Clark  National  Forest  Leasing 
debate  to  show  us  their  showcase  development  in  a  roadless  sensitive  area  and  they  couldn't 
produce  one.  The  industry  has  still  to  produce  a  single  case. 

Again  I  ask  you  to  withdraw  Application  Number  5008  from  lease  consideration 
Sincerely, 


DEPARTMENT  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES 
AND  CONSERVATION 

TRUST  LAND  MANAGEMENT  DIVISION 

MARC  RAOCOT,  GOVERNOR 1623  ELEVENTH  AVENtJE 

STATE  OF  MONTANA-  - 

DIRECTOR'S  OFFICE  (406)  444-2074  PO  BOX  201601 

TELEFAX  NUMBER  (406)  444-2684  HELENA,  MONTANA  59620-1601 


October  3 1,2000 

Dan  Bennett 

Montana  Wilderness  Association 

Island  Range  Chapter 

1 400  First  Ave  North  Rm  36 

Great  Falls  MT  59405 

Dear  Dan: 

I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  your  comments  were  received  and  will  be  included  in  our  review. 
As  you  know,  the  tracts  of  land  you  reference  are  state  school  trust  land.  Such  lands  were 
granted  to  Montana  by  the  Federal  government  at  statehood  [Enabling  Act  of  1889],  to  be 
managed  to  derive  revenue  for  the  support  of  education  in  Montana.  The  State  Land  Board 
manages  school  trust  lands,  with  our  department  (DNRC)  responsible  for  the  day-to-day 
management  under  their  direction. 

In  the  1970's,  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  (DFWP)  established  the  Beartooth 
Management  Area  on  lands  it  obtained  from  the  Nature  Conservancy.  State  school  trust  lands, 
such  as  the  one  currently  nominated  for  oil  &  gas  leasing,  are  located  in  the  area,  but  are  not  part 
of  the  formal  management  area  created  by  DFWP.  DFWP  does  hold  a  grazing  lease  on  the 
school  trust  tract,  which  allows  them  to  utilize  the  surface  for  grazing  but  does  not  include 
control  of  other  resources  on  the  tract.  You  might  recall  that  a  similar  situation  arose  a  few 
months  ago  in  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  area.  In  that  case,  DFWP  compensated  the  school 
trust  tor  deterrmg  the  issuance  oi  oil  6c  gas  leases  tor  one  year.  DNRC  and  Dt  WP  could  then 
pursue  a  management  agreement  that  addressed  DFWP's  objectives  while  still  meeting  the 
requirement  to  secure  fair  market  value  for  utilization  of  school  trust  resources.  Since  that  time, 
both  departments  have  devoted  considerable  effort  toward  that  end,  and  a  consensus  on  an 
agreement  may  be  close  at  hand.  DFWP  reviewed  the  currently  nominated  Beartooth  tract  and 
advised  that  they  are  not  interested  in  pursuing  a  deferral.  They  further  advised  that,  while  the 
tract  is  not  located  on  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front,  their  preference  was  that  DNRC  consider 
placing  the  either  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  stipulation  or  the  Sensitive  Areas  Stipulation  on  the 
lease.  Your  letter  offered  a  similar  recommendation  to  edit  and  utilize  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Front  stipulation  as  needed. 

The  tracts  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County  are  located  just  west  of  Wolf  Creek.  They  are  three-plus 
miles  east  of  the  Forest  Service  lands,  and  are  in  an  area  of  checkerboard  pattern  state-private 


land  ownership.  No  comments  were  received  from  either  the  Forest  Service  or  DFWP  on  these 
tracts. 

At  this  point,  several  steps  remain  in  DNRC's  process  for  reviewing  nominated  tracts.  After 
review  by  the  department  and  consideration  of  all  comments  received  from  the  public  and  other 
state  and  federal  agencies,  DNRC  will  put  out  a  final  list  of  tracts  proposed  for  leasing. '  This  list 
will  also  include  any  additional  environmental  stipulations  that  are  proposed  to  be  added  to  the 
base  lease. 

Ultimately,  the  decision  on  whether  or  not,  and  upon  what  terms,  to  issue  leases  rests  with  the 
Land  Board.  However,  I  can  tell  you  that  the  department  recommendation  for  the  Beartooth  tract 
is  to  utilize  an  edited  version  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  stipulation.  For  the  Lewis  &  Clark 
County  tracts,  the  department  recommendation  is  to  add  the  Sensitive  Areas  stipulation  to  these 
leases,  consistent  with  recent  Land  Board  action  on  other  tracts  in  this  same  area. 

I  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  management  of  both  DFWP  and  school  trust  lands.  Both 
departments  are  dedicated  to  managing  their  respective  lands  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  granted  to  the  State.  Where  conflicts  arise,  DFWP  and  DNRC  are 
working  toward  management  of  such  lands  to  best  meet  the  objectives  of  both  departments.  If 
you  have  any  questions,  please  don't  hesitate  to  contact  me. 

Sincerely, 

Monte  G.  Mason,  Chief 

Minerals  Management  Bureau 

Dept  of  Natural  Resources  &  Conservation 

406-444-3843 
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October  27.  2000 

Mr.  Monte  Mason 

Chief,  Minerals  Management  Bureau 

P.O  60X201601 

Helena,  MT  59620-1601 

Re:  December  2000  Lease  Sale 

Dear  Mr.  Mason: 

The  following  are  the  comments  of  the  Island  Range  Chapter  of  the  Montana 
Wilderness  Association  on  the  DNRC's  proposal  to  accept  bids  for  oil  and  gas  leases 
with  the  Bob  Marshall  Ecosystem  and  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area. 

The  Chapter  requests  the  State  Land  Board  of  Land  Commissioners  to  apply 
the  stipulations  developed  for  the  Bob  Marshall  Ecosystem  and  approved  in  January 
1999,  to  leases:  5003,  5005,  5006,5007.  These  stipulations  are  consistent  with  the 
lease  stipulations  which  were  applied  on  nearby  Helena  National  Forest  lands, 
prohibiting  surface  occupation. 

Each  of  the  proposed  leases  falls  within  the  Bob  Marshall  ecosystem  and 
provides  habitat  for  a  variety  of  wildlife  including  winter  range  for  elk  and  spring  habitat 
for  grizzly  bear. 

Further,  we  request  that  the  following  stipulations  be  applied  to  lease  number 
5008,  and  all  other  state  school  trust  lands  located  within  the  boundary  of  the 
Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area.  The  stipulations  are  similar  to  those  adopted  for 
lands  located  within  the  Bob  Marshall  ecosystem, 

1.  This  lease  is  located  in  the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area  and 
includes  areas  that  are  environmentally  sensitive.  Therefore,  except  as 
othenwise  provided  below,  the  lessee  shall  not  conduct  any  surface 
operations  on  the  lease  premises.  If  the  lessee  determines  that  surface 
operation  on  the  lease  premises  may  be  required,  the  Lessee  shall 
submit  a  proposed  Operating  Plan  or  an  amendment  to  an  existing 
Operating  Plan  to  the  State  Board  of  Land  Commissioners  describing  in 
detail  the  proposed  operations.   No  surface  activities  shall  occur  on  the 
lease  premises  unless  and  until  the  Operating  Plan  or  Amendment  is 
approved  by  the  Board.  In  determining  whether  to  approve  the  proposed 
Operating  Plan  or  Amendment,  the  following  provisions  shall  apply: 


0:ntu<l  Fn-til  Ofiu\ 
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a)  if  the  Lessee  proposed  an  activity  that  does  not  entau  any  signtfioant 
surface  disturbance,  the  environmental  impact  statement  shall  be 
completed  in  accordance  with  the  Montana  EnvironmerKal  Policy  act  and 
an  opportunity  for  pubiic  comment  on  the  proposed  activity  has  been 
provided 

b)  Before  tfie  Board  approves  any  proposed  activity  on  the  lease 
premises  that  entail  a  signfflcant  dteturt)anoe.  an  envirorvnental  impact 
statemem  (EtS)  shall  be  completed  in  accordance  with  MEPA.  The  EIS 
shaH  analyze  the  potential  impacts  of  alternative  and  future  potential 
levels  of  oil  and  gas  development  and  extraction  on  an  ecosystem  scale 
The  analysis  shall  consider  al!  relevant  Information,  which  may  include, 
but  is  not  limited  to,  existir>g  environmental  reviews  and  management 
plans.  Put>lic  involvement  in  the  environmental  review  process  shall  be 
actively  solicited  t>y  the  preparer  of  tfie  environmental  review  document 
and  shall  include,  at  minimum,  adequate  notice  of  pubfic  meetings  in  at 
least  two  communities  including  Great  Falls  and  Heiertti. 

3)The  Board  may  refuse  to  approve  any  proposed  surface  operations  if  it 
determirtes  Vr\aX  tfiey  do  not  constitute  the  t)est  use  of  trust  resources  or 
are  not  m  ttie  best  interest  of  the  State  of  Montana 

The  Beartooth  Wildlife  Mar^gement  Area  was  aeated  with  tf>e  purpose  of  preserving, 
protecting  and  enhancing  wildlife  It  is  part  of  a  century  long  effort  to  restore  wiidife  in 
central  Montana  requiring  txsth  public  and  private  resources    The  high  country 
proposed  for  oil  and  gas  leasing  is  used  by  elk  and  other  witdlife.  especially  during  the 
winter.  Allowing  the  area  to  be  developed  as  a  gas  field  is  incompatit}ie  with  the  intent 
of  a  wildlife  management  area.  Both  sctence  and  expenerx%  suggests  ttvit  turning  a 
prime  wildtife  area  into  an  oil  and  gas  field  wiii  have  an  erxxmous  impact  on  wfldttfe 
and  cfuinge  the  character  of  the  area.  Oil  and  gas  development  starts  with  a  few  wells, 
but  over  time  spreads.  Well  sites,  storage  tanks,  roads,  pipelines,  power  tines,  fences, 
sweetening  plants,  waste  pits,  off-road  vehicle  use.  and  noxious  weed  infestations  ail 
have  impacts  and  contnbute  to  this  change  in  character  for  gerierations. 

Finally,  we  also  renew  our  objection  to  the  process  of  o«t  and  gas  leasing  on  state 
school  trust  lands    The  current  piecemeal  approach  to  areas  like  tf)e  Rocky  Mountain 
Front  and  ttie  Beartooth  Game  Range,  too  often  results  in  the  pxjt>lic  land  managers 
working  at  cross  purposes.  To  more  effectively  involve  the  pdtiifc  and  provide 
consistent  management  of  publk:  lands,  we  propose  that  the  DNRC  and  DFWP  begin 
a  process  to  identify  environmentally  sensitive  areas  within  the  state,  for  example, 
wikjiife  management  areas,  wilderness  study  areas,  federal  roadless  land  and  state 
parks,  arxi  tt>at  a  policy  for  leasing  environmentally  sensitive  areas  be  developed 
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a)  If  the  Lessee  proposed  an  activity  that  does  not  entail  any  significant 
surface  disturbance,  the  environmental  impact  statement  shall  be 
completed  in  accordance  with  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  act  and 
an  opportunity  for  public  comment  on  the  proposed  activity  has  been 
provided. 

b)  Before  the  Board  approves  any  proposed  activity  on  the  lease 
premises  that  entail  a  significant  disturbance,  an  environmental  impact 
statement  (EIS)  shall  be  completed  in  accordance  with  MEPA.  The  EIS 
shall  analyze  the  potential  impacts  of  alternative  and  future  potential 
levels  of  oil  and  gas  development  and  extraction  on  an  ecosystem  scale. 
The  analysis  shall  consider  all  relevant  information,  which  may  include, 
but  is  not  limited  to,  existing  environmental  reviews  and  management 
plans.  Public  involvement  in  the  environmental  review  process  shall  be 
actively  solicited  by  the  preparer  of  the  environmental  review  document 
and  shall  include,  at  minimum,  adequate  notice  of  public  meetings  in  at 
least  two  communities  including  Great  Falls  and  Helena. 

3)The  Board  may  refuse  to  approve  any  proposed  surface  operations  if  it 
determines  that  they  do  not  constitute  the  best  use  of  trust  resources  or 
are  not  in  the  best  interest  of  the  State  of  Montana. 

The  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area  was  created  with  the  purpose  of  preserving, 
protecting  and  enhancing  wildlife.  It  is  part  of  a  century  long  effort  to  restore  wildlife  in 
central  Montana  requiring  both  public  and  private  resources    The  high  country 
proposed  for  oil  and  gas  leasing  is  used  by  elk  and  other  wildlife,  especially  during  the 
winter.  Allowing  the  area  to  be  developed  as  a  gas  field  is  incompatible  with  the  intent 
of  a  wildlife  management  area.  Both  science  and  experience  suggests  that  turning  a 
prime  wildlife  area  into  an  oil  and  gas  field  will  have  an  enormous  impact  on  wildlife 
and  change  the  character  of  the  area.  Oil  and  gas  development  starts  with  a  few  wells, 
but  over  time  spreads.  Well  sites,  storage  tanks,  roads,  pipelines,  power  lines,  fences, 
sweetening  plants,  waste  pits,  off-road  vehicle  use,  and  noxious  weed  infestations  all 
have  impacts  and  corrtribute  to  this  change  in  character  for  generations. 

Finally,  we  also  renew  our  objection  to  the  process  of  oil  and  gas  leasing  on  state 
school  trust  lands.  The  current  piecemeal  approach  to  areas  like  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Front  and  the  Beartooth  Game  Range,  too  often  results  in  the  public  land  managers 
working  at  cross  purposes.  To  more  effectively  involve  the  public  and  provide 
consistent  management  of  public  lands,  we  propose  that  the  DNRC  and  DFWP  begin 
a  process  to  identify  environmentally  sensitive  areas  within  the  state,  tor  example, 
wildlife  management  areas,  wilderness  study  areas,  federal  roadless  land  and  state 
parks,  and  that  a  policy  for  leasing  environmentally  sensitive  areas  be  developed. 
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Further,  we  suggest  that  the  Department  notify  major  newspapers  within  the  state 
when  oil  and  gas  leasing  is  being  proposed  for  environmentally  sensitive  areas.  The 
current  approach  of  simply  providing  legal  descriptions,  skirts  the  intent  of  the 
Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act  and  the  Montana  Constitution  which  directs  state 
agencies  to  develop  procedures  which  permit  and  encourage  public  participation. 

As  a  practical  matter,  most  citizens,  or  for  that  matter.  Land  Board  Commissioners,  do 
not  have  the  time,  information  and  materials  to  track  all  leases  and  determine  which 
are  proposed  environmentally  sensitive  areas.  To  do  so  requires  citizens  to  have  a 
complete  set  of  state  maps  with  overlays  of  environmentally  sensitive  areas.  The 
burden  should  not  be  placed  on  the  public. 

To  summarize,  we  request  the  following  actions: 

1)  That  the  State  Board  of  Land  Commissioners  apply  the  conservation 
stipulations  to  the  proposed  leases  within  the  Bob  Marshall  Wilderness 
ecosystem  and  the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area 

2)  That  the  Board  direct  the  appropriate  agencies  to  begin  a  process  of 
identifying  environmentally  sensitive  areas  across  the  state  so  that  the  DNRC 
can  more  easily  inform  the  media  and  the  public  when  they  are  proposing  to 
lease  these  lands  for  development. 

Sincerely, 

Dan  Bennett 

MWA  Island  Range  Chapter 
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October  27, 2000 

Sue  Holman 

38  Prospect  Drive 

Great  Falls  MT  59405 

Re:       State  of  Montana  December  Oil  &  Gas  Lease  Sale  Comments 

Dear  Sue: 


I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  your  comments  were  received  and  will  be  included  in  our  review. 
The  tracts  of  land  you  reference  are  state  school  trust  land.  Such  lands  were  granted  to  Montana  by 
the  Federal  government  at  statehood  [Enabling  Act  of  1889],  to  be  managed  to  derive  revenue  for 
the  support  of  education  in  Montana.  The  State  Land  Board  manages  school  trust  lands,  with  our 
department  (DNRC)  responsible  for  the  day-to-day  management  under  their  direction. 

At  this  point,  several  steps  remain  in  DNRC's  process  for  reviewing  nominated  tracts.  After  review 
by  the  department  and  consideration  of  all  comments  received  from  the  public  and  other  state  and 
federal  agencies,  DNRC  will  put  out  a  final  list  of  tracts  proposed  for  leasing.  This  list  will  also 
include  any  additional  environmental  stipulations  that  are  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  base  lease. 
School  trust  oil  &  gas  leases  include  a  requirement  that  any  activity  contemplated  on  the  tract  be 
submitted  for  review  and  environmental  analysis.  For  those  located  in  sensitive  areas,  proposed 
activities  may  be  denied  by  the  department  or  Land  Board  after  such  review.  Ultimately,  the 
decision  on  whether  or  not,  and  upon  what  terms,  to  issue  leases  rests  with  the  Land  Board. 

State  school  trust  lands  and  investments  currently  generate  50-60  million  dollars  annually  for  the 
benefit  of  the  various  school  trusts.  While  this  is  a  relatively  small  portion  of  the  total  amount 
needed  for  education  in  Montana,  each  dollar  we  generate  is  one  less  dollar  that  has  to  come  fi-om 
taxpayers'  pockets.  I  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  management  of  school  trust  lands.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  please  don't  hesitate  to  contact  me. 

Sincerely, 

Monte  G.  Mason,  Chief 
Minerals  Management  Bureau 
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October  27,  2000 

Denny  &  Elva  Pilling 
1 73  Dune  Drive 
Great  Falls  MT  59404 

Re:       State  of  Montana  December  Oil  &  Gas  Lease  Sale  Comments 

Dear  Denny  &  Elva: 

I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  your  comments  were  received  and  will  be  included  in  our  review. 
The  tracts  of  land  you  reference  are  state  school  trust  land.  Such  lands  were  granted  to  Montana  by 
the  Federal  government  at  statehood  [Enabling  Act  of  1889],  to  be  managed  to  derive  revenue  for 
the  support  of  education  in  Montana.  State  school  trust  lands  currently  generate  50-60  million 
dollars  annually  for  the  benefit  of  the  various  school  trusts.  The  State  Land  Board  manages  school 
trust  lands,  with  our  department  (DNRC)  responsible  for  the  day-to-day  management  under  their 
direction. 

At  this  point,  several  steps  remain  in  DNRC's  process  for  reviewing  nominated  tracts.  After  review 
by  the  department  and  consideration  of  all  comments  received  from  the  public  and  other  state  and 
federal  agencies,  DNRC  will  put  out  a  final  list  of  tracts  proposed  for  leasing.  This  list  will  also 
include  any  additional  environmental  stipulations  that  are  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  base  lease. 
School  trust  oil  &  gas  leases  include  a  requirement  that  any  activity  contemplated  on  the  tract  be 
submitted  for  review  and  environmental  analysis.  For  those  located  in  sensitive  areas,  proposed 
activities  may  be  denied  by  ilie  Ueparimeni  or  Lana  Board  alter  sucli  review.  Uiiimaieiy,  uie 
decision  on  whether  or  not,  and  upon  what  terms,  to  issue  leases  rests  with  the  Land  Board. 

I  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  management  of  both  DFWP  and  school  trust  lands.  Both 
departments  are  dedicated  to  managing  their  respective  lands  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  granted  to  the  State.  Where  conflicts  arise,  DFWP  and  DNRC  are 
working  toward  management  of  such  lands  to  best  meet  the  objectives  of  both  departments.  If  you 
have  any  questions,  please  don't  hesitate  to  contact  me. 


Sincerely, 


Monte  G.  Mason,  Chief 
Minerals  Management  Bureau 
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October  27,  2000 

Charles  J  Marlen  MD 

8359  US  Hwy  89 

Great  Falls  MT  59405-8037 

Re:       State  ofMontanaO&G  Lease  Sale  Comments 

Dear  Dr.  Marlen: 

I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  your  comments  were  received  and  will  be  included  in  our  review.  The 
tract  of  land  you  reference  is  state  school  trust  land.  Such  lands  were  granted  to  Montana  by  the 
Federal  government  at  statehood  [Enabling  Act  of  1889],  to  be  managed  to  derive  revenue  for  the 
support  of  education  in  Montana.  The  State  Land  Board  manages  school  trust  lands,  with  our 
department  (DNRC)  responsible  for  the  day-to-day  management  under  their  direction. 

You  are  certainly  entitled  to  call  me  "lazy"  if  you  wish,  but  allow  me  to  clarify  our  process.  Our 
agency  DOES  notify  and  request  comment  from  other  involved  agencies.  We  provide  them  with  a 
complete  listing  of  nominated  tracts  that  includes  specific  legal  location  and  also  identifies  which 
tracts  are  within  their  region.  We  review  and  incorporate  their  comments  into  our  lease  sale 
environmental  review.  In  this  case,  our  Department  provided  a  list  and  requested  comments  from  the 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  Region  4  Supervisor  on  September  27,  2000. 

At  this  point,  several  steps  remain  in  DNRC's  process  for  reviewing  nominated  tracts.  After  review 
by  the  department  and  consideration  of  all  comments  received  from  the  public  and  other  state  and 
federal  agencies,  DNRC  will  put  out  a  linal  list  ol  tracts  proposed  lor  leasing,   ihis  list  will  also 
include  any  additional  environmental  stipulations  that  are  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  base  lease. 
School  trust  oil  &  gas  leases  include  a  requirement  that  any  activity  contemplated  on  the  tract  be 
submitted  for  review  and  environmental  analysis.  For  those  located  in  sensitive  areas,  proposed 
activities  may  be  denied  by  the  department  or  Land  Board  after  such  review.  Ultimately,  the  decision 
on  whether  or  not,  and  upon  what  terms,  to  issue  leases  rests  with  the  Land  Board. 

I  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  management  of  school  trust  lands.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please 
don't  hesitate  to  contact  me. 


Sincerely, 

Monte  G.  Mason,  Chief 
Minerals  Management  Bureau 
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October  25,  2000 

Patricia  A.  Gouge 

8765  Loop  Lane  #1 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 

Re:       DNRC  December  O&G  Lease  Sale,  Beartooth  Area  Tract 

Dear  Ms.  Gouge: 

I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  your  comments  were  received  and  will  be  included  in  our  review. 
The  tract  of  land  you  reference  is  state  school  trust  land.  Such  lands  were  granted  to  Montana  by 
the  Federal  government  at  statehood  [Enabling  Act  of  1889],  to  be  managed  to  derive  revenue 
for  the  support  of  education  in  Montana.  The  State  Land  Board  manages  school  trust  lands,  with 
our  department  (DNRC)  responsible  for  the  day-to-day  management  under  their  direction. 

In  the  1970's,  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  (DFWP)  established  the  Beartooth 
Management  Area  on  lands  it  obtained  from  the  Nature  Conservancy.  State  school  trust  lands, 
such  as  the  one  currently  nominated  for  oil  &  gas  leasing,  are  located  in  the  area,  but  are  not  part 
of  the  management  area  created  by  DFWP.  DFWP  does  hold  a  grazing  lease  on  the  school  trust 
tract,  which  allows  them  to  utilize  the  surface  for  grazing  but  does  not  include  control  of  other 
resources  on  the  tract.  You  might  recall  that  a  similar  situation  arose  a  few  months  ago  in  the 
Sun  River  Game  Range  area.  In  that  case,  DFWP  compensated  the  school  trust  for  deferring  the 
issuance  of  oil  &  gas  leases  for  one  year.  DNRC  and  DFWP  could  then  pursue  a  management 
agreement  that  addressed  Db  W^'s  objectives  while  siiU  meetmg  the  requirement  to  secure  lan- 
market  value  for  utilization  of  school  trust  resources.  Since  that  time,  both  departments  have 
devoted  considerable  effort  toward  that  end,  and  a  consensus  on  an  agreement  may  be  close  at 
hand.  DFWP  is  reviewing  the  currently  nominated  tract  and  will  advise  us  of  their  concerns  or 
interest,  if  any,  in  pursuing  an  expanded  management  agreement  with  DNRC. 

At  this  point,  several  steps  remain  in  DNRC's  process  for  reviewing  nominated  tracts.  After 
review  by  the  department  and  consideration  of  all  comments  received  from  the  public  and  other 
state  and  federal  agencies,  DNRC  will  put  out  a  final  list  of  tracts  proposed  for  leasing.  This  list 
will  also  include  any  additional  environmental  stipulations  that  are  proposed  to  be  added  to  the 
base  lease.  School  trust  oil  &  gas  leases  include  a  requirement  that  any  activity  contemplated  on 
the  tract  be  submitted  for  review  and  environmental  analysis.  For  those  located  in  sensitive 
areas,  proposed  activities  may  be  denied  by  the  department  or  Land  Board  after  such  review. 


Ultimately,  the  decision  on  whether  or  not,  and  upon  what  terms,  to  issue  leases  rests  with  the 
Land  Board. 

I  appreciate  yoiu"  interest  in  the  management  of  both  DFWP  and  school  trust  lands.  Both 
departments  are  dedicated  to  managing  their  respective  lands  in  a  maimer  consistent  with  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  granted  to  the  State.  Where  conflicts  arise,  DFWP  and  DNRC  are 
working  toward  management  of  such  lands  to  best  meet  the  objectives  of  both  departments.  If 
you  have  any  questions,  please  don't  hesitate  to  contact  me. 

Sincerely, 


Ac^&/U^ 


Monte  G.  Mason,  Chief 

Minerals  Management  Bureau 

Dept  of  Natural  Resources  &  Conservation 

406-444-3843 
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Mark  Good 

Dept.  of  Natural  Resources 

PO  Box  201601 

Helena,  Montana  59620-1601 


Re:  OfiFering  of  leases  for  gas  and  oil  exploration  in  the  Rocky  Mountains  Front 

Dear  Sir, 

This  letter  is  in  regard  to  the  school  trust  lands  in  the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Area  in  the  Rocky 
Mountains  Front  being  offered  for  lease  December  5*  as  reported  in  the  Bozeman  Chronicle 
October  12,  2000. 

My  family  is  femiliar  with  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  since  1927  packing  into  the  Chinese  Wall, 
in  the  1940's  hiking  into  the  back  country,  and  in  October  floating  the  Missouri.  This  area  is 
unique  and  a  valuable  asset. 

The  Land  Board's  agenda  is  use  and  preservation.  These  can  be  compatible  with  basic 
understanding  and  agreement.  We  don't  need  to  look  in  the  land  for  power  when  we  have  such 
an  abundance  of  solar  and  wind. 

It  seems  at  odds  with  education  to  use  school  trust  lands  to  finance  schools.  I  am  against  the 
leasing  of  these  lands  for  gas  and  oil  exploration. 


Sincerely, 

Patricia  A.  Gouge  ^y 

8765  Loop  Lane 

West  Yellowstone,  Mt.  59758 


Mn.  Patrida  Goag* 

8765  Loop  Ln.#l 
Mt  Yellowitone,  MT  S9758 
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October  24,  2000 

Andra  and  Bill  Anderson 

Box  88 

Stockett,  MT  59480 

Re:       DNRC  December  O&G  Lease  Sale,  Beartooth  Area  Tract 

Dear  Andra  and  Bill  Anderson: 

I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  both  of  your  letters  were  received  and  will  be  included  in  our 
review.  The  tracts  of  land  you  reference  are  state  school  trust  land.  Such  lands  were  granted  to 
Montana  by  the  Federal  government  at  statehood  [Enabling  Act  of  1889],  to  be  managed  to 
derive  revenue  for  the  support  of  education  in  Montana.  The  State  Land  Board  manages  school 
trust  lands,  with  our  department  (D^fRC)  responsible  for  the  day-to-day  management  under  their 
direction. 

At  this  point,  several  steps  remain  in  DNRC's  process  for  reviewing  nominated  tracts.  After 
review  by  the  department  and  consideration  of  all  comments  received  from  the  public  and  other 
state  and  federal  agencies,  DNRC  will  put  out  a  final  list  of  tracts  proposed  for  leasing.  This  list 
will  also  include  any  additional  environmental  stipulations  that  are  proposed  to  be  added  to  the 
base  lease.  School  trust  oil  &  gas  leases  include  a  requirement  that  any  activity  contemplated  on 
the  tract  be  submitted  for  review  and  environmental  analysis.  For  those  located  in  sensitive 
areas,  proposed  activities  may  be  denied  by  the  department  or  Land  Board  after  such  review. 
Uliimaiely,  the  decision  on  wheiner  or  not,  ana  upon  wnai  terms,  lo  issue  leases  rests  with  liie 
Land  Board. 

I  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  management  of  school  trust  lands.  If  you  have  any  questions, 
please  don't  hesitate  to  contact  me. 


Sincerely, 


Monte  G.  Mason,  Chief 

Minerals  Management  Bureau 

Dept  of  Natural  Resources  &  Conservation 

406-444-3843 
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October  24, 2000 

Mark  McKeone 

1 1 1  South  Wisconsin 

Conrad,  MT  59425 

Re:       DNRC  December  O&G  Lease  Sale,  Beartooth  Area  Tract 

Dear  Mr.  McKeone: 

I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  your  comments  were  received  and  will  be  included  in  our  review. 
The  tract  of  land  you  reference  is  state  school  trust  land.  Such  lands  were  granted  to  Montana  by 
the  Federal  government  at  statehood  [Enabling  Act  of  1889],  to  be  managed  to  derive  revenue 
for  the  support  of  education  in  Montana.  The  State  Land  Board  manages  school  trust  lands,  with 
our  department  (DNRC)  responsible  for  the  day-to-day  management  under  their  direction. 

In  the  1970's,  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  (DFWP)  established  the  Beartooth 
Management  Area  on  lands  it  obtained  from  the  Nature  Conservancy.  State  school  trust  lands, 
such  as  the  one  currently  nominated  for  oil  &  gas  leasing,  are  located  in  the  area,  but  are  not  part 
of  the  management  area  created  by  DFWP.  DFWP  does  hold  a  grazing  lease  on  the  school  trust 
tract,  which  allows  them  to  utilize  the  surface  for  grazing  but  does  not  include  control  of  other 
resources  on  the  tract.  You  might  recall  that  a  similar  situation  arose  a  few  months  ago  in  the 
Sun  River  Game  Range  area.  In  that  case,  DFWP  compensated  the  school  trust  for  deferring  the 
issuance  of  oil  &  gas  leases  for  one  year.  DNRC  and  DFWP  could  then  pursue  a  management 
agreement  that  addressed  DFWP's  objectives  while  still  meeiing  me  requuemeiu  lo  secure  lair 
market  value  for  utilization  of  school  trust  resources.  Since  that  time,  both  departments  have 
devoted  considerable  effort  toward  that  end,  and  a  consensus  on  an  agreement  may  be  close  at 
hand.  DFWP  is  reviewing  the  currently  nominated  tract  and  will  advise  us  of  their  concerns  or 
interest,  if  any,  in  pursuing  an  expanded  management  agreement  with  DNRC. 

At  this  point,  several  steps  remain  in  DNRC's  process  for  reviewing  nominated  tracts.  After 
review  by  the  department  and  consideration  of  all  comments  received  from  the  public  and  other 
state  and  federal  agencies,  DNRC  will  put  out  a  final  list  of  tracts  proposed  for  leasing.  This  list 
will  also  include  any  additional  environmental  stipulations  that  are  proposed  to  be  added  to  the 
base  lease.  School  trust  oil  &  gas  leases  include  a  requirement  that  any  activity  contemplated  on 
the  tract  be  submitted  for  review  and  environmental  analysis.  For  those  located  in  sensitive 
areas,  proposed  activities  may  be  denied  by  the  department  or  Land  Board  after  such  review. 


Ultimately,  the  decision  on  whether  or  not,  and  upon  what  terms,  to  issue  leases  rests  with  the 
Land  Board. 

I  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  management  of  both  DFWP  and  school  trust  lands.  Both 
departments  are  dedicated  to  managing  their  respective  lands  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  granted  to  the  State.  Where  conflicts  arise,  DFWP  and  DNRC  are 
working  toward  management  of  such  lands  to  best  meet  the  objectives  of  both  departments.  If 
you  have  any  questions,  please  don't  hesitate  to  contact  me. 

Sincerely, 

Monte  G.  Mason,  Chief 

Minerals  Management  Bureau 

Dept  of  Natiu-al  Resources  &  Conservation 

406-444-3843 


RECEIVED 

OCT  p  0  ?ono 

D.N.R.C.  ^'-^'-'^ 

To  whom  it  may  concern, 

I  am  writing  this  letter  in  response  to  and  article  I  recently  read  in  the  outdoor 
section  of  The  Greatfalls  Tribune,  on  Thursday  October  12,  2000.  This  article  stated  that 
the  Fish  Wildlife  and  Parks  leases  a  small  section  of  the  Beartooth  Game  Range  from  the 
School  Trust.  It  also  stated  that  an  unnamed  person  nominated  this  area  of  land  to  be 
opened  up  for  oil  and  natural  gas  excavation.    I  think  that  this  could  be  a  very  effective 
way  to  create  much  needed  revenue  for  the  Montana  school  systems,  witch  ranks  last  in 
the  nation  in  many  educational  categories.  But,  I  also  think  that  this  project  would  cause 
more  harm  than  good  in  the  area  that  has  been  nominated. 

Allow  me  to  introduce  myself,  I  am  a  sixteen-year-old  from  Conrad.  I  attend,  and 
am  very  active  in  Conrad  High  School.  Every  year  my  father,  my  younger  brother,  and  I 
enjoy  a  weeklong  elk  hunt  in  the  Beartooth.  We  stay  in  the  upper  primitive  campground 
on  the  Elkhom  drainage.  We  really  enjoy  this  hunt  and  it  has  become  one  of  many 
highlights  of  our  year.  This  coming  weekend  will  be  the  start  of  our  seventh  consecutive 
year  hunting  there.  In  those  seven  years  I  have  enjoyed  not  only  the  great  hunting  and 
beauty  provided  by  the  Beartooth,  but  also  the  friendships  we  have  made  and  lessons  we 
have  learned  (many  the  hard  way,  don't  ask). 

I  have  learned  a  lot  about  this  area  during  my  hunts,  and  when  I  saw  the  area  that 
has  been  nominated,  I  could  not  believe  it.  The  area  is  one  of  the  most  primitive  in  this 
very  primitive  place.  The  area  selected  is  remote,  at  least  5  miles  from  the  tattered  road 
that  is  only  open  from  May  to  September.  It  is  also  at  lest  2  miles  from  the  nearest  trail. 
Given,  a  new  road  could  be  made,  but  this  would  disrupt  the  game  in  the  game  range. 
Another  problem  that  this  would  cause  is  that  one  whole  square  mile  would  be  filled  with 
many  different  people,  along  with  oil  and  gas  pumps.  This  would  disrupt  the  Beartooth's 
cycle,  because  the  game  range  is  closed  from  December  until  May.  Many  wild  animals 
have  a  hard  enough  time  surviving  the  harsh  winter  without  all  the  chaos  that  would  be 
created. 

Also  I  believe  that  the  area  selected  would  not  be  very  profitable,  given  the  small 
area,  rugged  terrain,  and  the  possibility  that  no  oil  or  gas  exists  there  at  all.    I  realize  I  am 
far  from  being  an  expert  in  this  area,  but  go  see  for  yourselves. 

I  believe  the  purpose  for  witch  this  lease  has  been  proposed  can  be  very  beneficial 
and  help  our  state  a  lot,  but  would  prove  very  to  be  costly  in  this  area.  I  believe  that  this 
idea  could  be  very  profitable  if  the  proper  place  is  chosen,  but  I  think  that  a  lot  of  thought 
and  research  should  go  into  a  selection.  I  do  not  mean  in  just  the  Beartooth,  but  all  across 
the  state.  I  also  thankyou  for  your  time  and  concern  on  this  subject. 

Sincerely, 

Mark  McKeone 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES 
AND  CONSERVATION 

TRUST  LAND  MANAGEMENT  DIVISION 

MARC  RACICOT,  GOVERNOR  1625  ELEVEhfTH  AVEhfUE 


STATE  OF  MC^TANA' 


DIRECTOR'S  OFFICE  (406)  444-2074  PO  BOX  201601 

TELEFAX  NUMBER  (406)  444-2684  HELENA,  MONTANA  59620-1601 


October  24,  2000 

Nancy  C.  Woolard 
Frank  Bushel  1 
509  2"''  Street  NW 
Great  Falls,  MT  59404 

Re:       DNRC  December  O&G  Lease  Sale,  Beartooth  Area  Tract 

Dear  Ms.  Woolard  and  Mr.  Bushell: 

I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  your  comments  were  received  and  will  be  included  in  our  review. 
The  tract  of  land  you  reference  is  state  school  trust  land.  Such  lands  were  granted  to  Montana  by 
the  Federal  government  at  statehood  [Enabling  Act  of  1889],  to  be  managed  to  derive  revenue 
for  the  support  of  education  in  Montana.  The  State  Land  Board  manages  school  trust  lands,  with 
our  department  (DNRC)  responsible  for  the  day-to-day  management  under  their  direction. 

In  the  1970's,  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  (DFWP)  established  the  Beartooth 
Management  Area  on  lands  it  obtained  from  the  Nature  Conservancy.  State  school  trust  lands, 
such  as  the  one  currently  nominated  for  oil  &  gas  leasing,  are  located  in  the  area,  but  are  not  part 
of  the  management  area  created  by  DFWP.  DFWP  does  hold  a  grazing  lease  on  the  school  trust 
tract,  which  allows  them  to  utilize  the  surface  for  grazing  but  does  not  include  control  of  other 
resources  on  the  tract.  You  might  recall  that  a  similar  situation  arose  a  few  months  ago  in  the 
Sun  River  Game  Range  area.  In  that  case,  DFWP  compensated  the  school  trust  for  deferring  the 
issuance  of  oil  &.  gas  leases  tor  one  year.  DNKC  and  Dh  WF  could  then  pursue  a  managemeni 
agreement  that  addressed  DFWP's  objectives  while  still  meeting  the  requirement  to  secure  fair 
market  value  for  utilization  of  school  trust  resources.  Since  that  time,  both  departments  have 
devoted  considerable  effort  toward  that  end,  and  a  consensus  on  an  agreement  may  be  close  at 
hand.  DFWP  is  reviewing  the  currently  nominated  tract  and  will  advise  us  of  their  concerns  or 
interest,  if  any,  in  pursuing  an  expanded  management  agreement  with  DNRC. 

At  this  point,  several  steps  remain  in  DNRC's  process  for  reviewing  nominated  tracts.  After 
review  by  the  department  and  consideration  of  all  comments  received  from  the  public  and  other 
state  and  federal  agencies,  DNRC  will  put  out  a  final  list  of  tracts  proposed  for  leasing.  This  list 
will  also  include  any  additional  environmental  stipulations  that  are  proposed  to  be  added  to  the 
base  lease.  School  trust  oil  &  gas  leases  include  a  requirement  that  any  activity  contemplated  on 
the  tract  be  submitted  for  review  and  environmental  analysis.  For  those  located  in  sensitive 
areas,  proposed  activities  may  be  denied  by  the  department  or  Land  Board  after  such  review. 


Ultimately,  the  decision  on  whether  or  not,  and  upon  what  terms,  to  issue  leases  rests  with  the 
Land  Board. 

I  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  management  of  both  DFWP  and  school  trust  lands.  Both 
departments  are  dedicated  to  managing  their  respective  lands  in  a  maimer  consistent  with  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  granted  to  the  State.  Where  conflicts  arise,  DFWP  and  DNRC  are 
working  toward  management  of  such  lands  to  best  meet  the  objectives  of  both  departments.  If 
you  have  any  questions,  please  don't  hesitate  to  contact  me. 

Sincerely, 


Monte  G.  Mason,  Chief 

Minerals  Management  Bureau 

Dept  of  Natural  Resources  &  Conservation 

406-444-3843 


RECEiveo 

OCT  1  8  2000 

509  2nd  St.  N.W.  HNRP 

Great  Falls,  MT  59404  UA\.r\.\^. 

October  16,  2000 


DNRC 

P.O.  Box  201601 

Helena,  MT   59620-1601 


RE:  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  Comment  /  Beartooth  Geune  Range 

How  could  it  even  be  possible  to  consider  selling  a  section 
of  the  Beartooth  Geune  Range  for  oil  and  gas  leases? 

We  both  strongly  oppose  this  sale.   The  Beartooth  is  prime 
wildlife  heQjitat  and  a  winter  range  for  elk.   We  have  been 
hunting  in  this  area  for  years  and  maintain  over  thirty 
bluebird  houses  there.   Having  a  ceibin  at  Holter  Lake  we 
spend  a  lot  of  time  exploring  the  Beartooth  and  observing 
the  wildlife  -  it  is  absolutely  beautiful.    Please  remove 
it  from  the  sale  and  help  keep  it  protected. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Nancy  C.  Woolard 
Frank  Bushell 


WkdHNW 
Onal  Fill,  m  IMM 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES 
AND  CONSERVATION 

TRUST  LAND  MANAGEMENT  DIVISION 

MARC  RACICOT,  GOVERNOR 


STATE  OF  MONTANA' 


DIRECTORS  OFFICE  (406)  444-2074 
TELEFAX  NUMBER  (406)  444-2684 


162S  ELEVENTH  AVENUE 


PO  BOX  201601 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620-1601 


October  18,  2000 

Roberta  Atchison 
100  Center  Ave  #64 
Great  Falls  MT  59401 

Re:       Oil  &  Gas  Leasing  on  School  Trust  Lands  in  Beartooth  Area 

Dear  Roberta  Atchison: 

I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  your  comments  were  received  and  will  be  included  in  our  review. 
Tlie  tract  ofland  you  reference  is  state  school  trust  land.  Such  lands  were  granted  to  Montana  by 
the  Federal  go\ernment  at  statehood  [Enabling  Act  of  18S9].  to  be  managed  to  deri\e  revenue 
for  the  support  of  education  in  Montana.  The  State  Land  Board  manages  school  trust  lands,  with 
our  department  (DXRC)  responsible  for  the  day-to-day  management  under  their  direction. 

In  the  197()"s.  the  Department  of  Fish.  Wildlife  &  Parks  (DFWP)  established  the  Beartooth 
Management  Area  on  lands  it  obtained  from  the  Nature  Conser\  ancy.  State  school  trust  lands, 
such  as  the  one  currently  nominated  for  oil  &  gas  leasing,  are  located  in  the  area,  but  are  not  part 
of  the  management  area  created  by  DFWP.  DFWP  does  hold  a  grazing  lease  on  the  school  trust 
tract,  which  allows  them  to  utilize  the  surface  for  grazing  but  does  not  include  control  of  other 
resources  on  the  tract.  You  might  recall  that  a  similar  situation  arose  a  few  months  ago  in  the 
Sun  River  Game  Range  area.  In  that  case,  DFWP  compensated  the  school  trust  for  deferring  the 
issuance  of  oil  &  gas  leases  for  one  vear.   DNRC  and  DFWP  could  then  pursue  a  manasement 
agreement  that  adcJressed  DF  WF's  objectives  while  still  nieeling  the  requirement  to  secure  tair 
market  value  for  utilization  of  school  trust  resources.  Since  that  time,  both  departments  have 
devoted  considerable  effort  toward  that  end,  and  a  consensus  on  an  agreement  may  be  close  at 
hand.  DFWP  is  reviewing  the  currently  nominated  tract  and  will  advise  us  of  their  concerns  or 
interest,  if  any,  in  pursuing  an  e.xpanded  management  agreement  with  DXRC. 

At  this  point,  several  steps  remain  in  DN'RC's  process  for  res  iewing  nominated  tracts.  After 
re\  iew  by  the  department  and  consideration  of  all  comments  received  from  the  public  and  other 
state  and  federal  agencies,  DNRC  will  put  out  a  final  list  of  tracts  proposed  for  leasing.  This  list 
will  also  include  any  additional  environmental  stipulations  that  are  proposed  to  be  added  to  the 
base  lease.  School  trust  oil  &.  gas  leases  include  a  requirement  that  any  activity  contemplated  on 
the  tract  be  submitted  for  review  and  en\  ironmental  analysis.  For  those  located  in  sensitive 
areas,  proposed  aciis  ities  ma>  be  denied  by  the  department  or  Land  Board  after  such  re\  ieu . 


Ultimately,  the  decision  on  whether  or  not,  and  upon  what  terms,  to  issue  leases  rests  with  the 
Land  Board. 

I  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  management  of  both  DFWP  and  school  trust  lands.  Both 
departments  are  dedicated  to  managing  their  respective  lands  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  granted  to  the  State.  Where  conflicts  arise,  DFWP  and  DNRC  are 
working  toward  management  of  such  lands  to  best  meet  the  objectives  of  both  departments.  If 
you  have  any  questions,  please  don't  hesitate  to  contact  me. 

Sincerely, 

Monte  G.  Mason,  Chief 
Minerals  Management  Bureau 
406-444-3843 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES 
AND  CONSERVATION 

TRUST  LAND  MANAGEMENT  DIVISION 

MARC  RACICOT,  GOVERNOR 


STATE  OF  MONTANA' 


DIRECTORS  OFFICE  (406)  444-2074 
TELEFAX  NUMBER  (406)  444-26M 


162S  ELEVENTH  AVENUE 


PO  BOX  201601 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620-1601 


October  18,2000 

D  Starshine 
3801  6"^  Ave  N 
Great  Falls  MT  59405 

Re:       Oil  &  Gas  Leasing  on  School  Tnist  Lands  in  Beartooth  Area 

Dear  D.  Starshine: 

I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  your  comments  were  received  and  will  be  included  in  our  review. 
The  tract  ofland  you  reference  is  state  school  trust  land.  Such  lands  were  granted  to  Montana  by 
the  Federal  government  at  statehood  [Enabling  Act  of  1889].  to  be  managed  to  derive  re\enue 
for  the  support  of  education  in  .Montana.  The  State  Land  Board  manages  school  trust  lands,  with 
our  department  (DN'RC)  responsible  for  the  day-to-day  management  under  their  direction. 

In  the  1970's,  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  (DFWP)  established  the  Beartooth 
Management  Area  on  lands  it  obtained  from  the  Nature  Conservancy.  State  school  trust  lands, 
such  as  the  one  currently  nominated  for  oil  &  gas  leasing,  are  located  in  the  area,  but  are  not  part 
of  the  management  area  created  by  DFWP.  DFWP  does  hold  a  grazing  lease  on  the  school  trust 
tract,  which  allows  them  to  utilize  the  surface  for  grazing  but  does  not  include  control  of  other 
resources  on  the  tract.  You  might  recall  that  a  similar  situation  arose  a  few  months  ago  in  the 
Sun  Ri\  er  Game  Range  area.  In  that  case.  DFWP  compensated  the  school  trust  for  defening  the 
i<;<;uaiicr  of  nil  f<  tT^s  joasrs  for  one  vear    DNRC  and  DFWP  could  then  pursue  a  management 
agreement  that  addressed  UlU  Ps  objectives  while  still  meeting  the  requirement  to  secure  lair 
market  value  for  utilization  of  school  trust  resources.  Since  that  time,  both  departments  ha\e 
devoted  considerable  effort  toward  that  end,  and  a  consensus  on  an  agreement  may  be  close  at 
hand.  DFWP  is  reviewing  the  currently  nominated  tract  and  will  advise  us  of  their  concerns  or 
interest,  if  any,  in  pursuing  an  expanded  management  agreement  with  DNRC. 

At  this  point,  several  steps  remain  in  DNRC's  process  for  reviewing  nominated  tracts.  After 
review  by  the  department  and  consideration  of  all  comments  received  from  the  public  and  other 
state  and  federal  agencies,  DNRC  will  put  out  a  final  list  of  tracts  proposed  for  leasing.  This  list 
will  also  include  any  additional  environmental  stipulations  that  are  proposed  to  be  added  to  the 
base  lease.  School  trust  oil  &.  gas  leases  include  a  requirement  that  any  activity  contemplated  on 
the  tract  be  submitted  for  review  and  em  ironmenial  analysis.  For  those  located  in  sensiti\  e 
areas,  proposed  acti\  ities  may  be  denied  b\  the  department  or  Land  Board  after  such  re\  iew  . 


Ultimately,  the  decision  on  whether  or  not,  and  upon  what  terms,  to  issue  leases  rests  with  the 
Land  Board. 

I  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  management  of  both  DFWP  and  school  trust  lands.  Both 
departments  are  dedicated  to  managing  their  respective  lands  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  granted  to  the  State.  Where  conflicts  arise,  DFWP  and  DNRC  are 
working  toward  management  of  such  lands  to  best  meet  the  objectives  of  both  departments.  If 
you  have  any  questions,  please  don't  hesitate  to  contact  me. 

Sincerely, 

Monte  G.  Mason,  Chief 
Minerals  Management  Bureau 
406-444-3843 


RECEIVED 

OCT  1  6  2000 
D.N.R.C. 


3801  6th  Ave.  N. 
Great  Falls,  MT  59405 
14  October  00 

Minerals  Leasing  Section 

Dept  of  Natural  Rersources  &  Conservation 

POBox  201601 

Helena,  MT  59620-1601 

I  am  concerned  about  the  leasing  of  land  for  oil  and  gas 
exploration.  There  is  a  need  for  energy  but  there  is  a  greater 
need  for  sensitive  areas,  such  as  the  Beartooth  Wildlife 
Mdanagement  Area,  to  be  preserved  in  its  natural  state. 

There  is  also  a  need  for  dialogue  about  leases.  You  do  not 
own  the  land  but  manage  it  and  the  public  has  the  right  for  input 
on  your  actions. 

Sincerely, 
D.  Starshine 


Mason,  Monte 


From:  Mason,  Monte 

Sent:  Wednesday,  October  18,  2000  1 :55  PM 

To:  'will  boland' 

Subject:  RE: 


Dear  Mr.  Boland: 

I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  your  comments  were  received  and  will  be 
included  in  our  review.   The  tract  of  land  you  reference  is  state  school 
trust  land.   Such  lands  were  granted  to  Montana  by  the  Federal 
government  at  statehood  [Enabling  Act  of  1889] ,  to  be  managed  to  derive 
revenue  for  the  support  of  education  in  Montana.   The  State  Land  Board 
manages  school  trust  lands,  with  our  department  (DNRC)  responsible  for 
the  day-to-day  management  under  their  direction. 

In  the  1970 's,  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  (DFWP) 
established  the  Beartooth  Management  Area  on  lands  it  obtained  from  the 
Nature  Conservancy.   State  school  trust  lands,  such  as  the  one  currently 
nominated  for  oil  &  gas  leasing,  are  located  in  the  area,  but  are  not 
part  of  the  management  area  created  by  DFWP.   DFWP  does  hold  a  grazing 
lease  on  the  school  trust  tract,  which  allows  them  to  utilize  the 
surface  for  grazing  but  does  not  include  control  of  other  resources  on 
the  tract.   You  might  recall  that  a  similar  situation  arose  a  few  months 
ago  in  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  area.   In  that  case,  DFWP  compensated 
the  school  trust  for  deferring  the  issuance  of  oil  &  gas  leases  for  one 
year.   DNRC  and  DFWP  could  then  pursue  a  management  agreement  that 
addressed  DFWP's  objectives  while  still  meeting  the  requirement  to 
secure  fair  market  value  for  utilization  of  school  trust  resources. 
Since  that  time,  both  departments  have  devoted  considerable  effort 
toward  that  end,  and  a  consensus  on  an  agreement  may  be  close  at  hand. 
DFWP  is  reviewing  the  currently  nominated  tract  and  will  advise  us  of 
their  concerns  or  interest,  if  any,  in  pursuing  an  expanded  management 
agreement  with  DNRC. 

At  this  point,  several  steps  remain  in  DNRC's  process  for  reviewing 
nominated  tracts.   After  review  by  the  department  and  consideration  of 
all  comments  received  from  the  public  and  other  state  and  federal 
agencies,  DNRC  will  put  out  a  final  list  of  tracts  proposed  for  leasing. 
This  list  will  also  include  any  additional  environmental  stipulations 
that  are  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  base  lease.   School  trust  oil  &  gas 
leases  include  a  requirement  that  any  activity  contemplated  on  the  tract 
be  submitted  for  review  and  environmental  analysis.   For  those  located 
in  sensitive  areas,  proposed  activities  may  be  denied  by  the  department 
or  Land  Board  after  such  review.   Ultimately,  the  decision  on  whether  or 
not,  and  upon  what  terms,  to  issue  leases  rests  with  the  Land  Board. 

I  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  management  of  both  DFWP  and  school 
trust  lands.   Both  departments  are  dedicated  to  managing  their 
respective  lands  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  granted  to  the  State.   Where  conflicts  arise,  DFWP  and  DNRC  are 
working  toward  management  of  such  lands  to  best  meet  the  objectives  of 
both  departments.   If  you  have  any  questions,  please  don't  hesitate  to 
contact  me. 

Sincerely, 

Monte  G.  Mason,  Chief 

Minerals  Management  Bureau 

Dept  of  Natural  Resources  &  Conservation 

406-444-3843 


-Original  Message- 


From:  will  boland  (mailto:wmwigmansayahoo.com] 
Sent:  Tuesday,  October  17,  2000  12:35  PM 
To:  mmason«state.mt .us 
Subject: 


Dear  Monte, 

I  certainly  cannot  pretend  to  understand  what  is 
going  on  at  DNRC.  How  can  you  submit  to  oil 
exploration  in  a  wildlife  management  area?  With  the 
pressures  of  human  population  do  you  feel  animals  have 
no  rights?  They  certainly  need  room,  and  that  is  the 
purpose  of  this  Beartooth  area.  With  the  gas  gouging 
going  on  I  feel  it  is  ridiculous  to  submit  and  attack 
our  own  vital  natural  network.  We  need  to  develop 
alternative  ideas  about  energy  and  not  defile 
remaining  wild  lands  for  a  policy  with  no  future. 
Please  push  for  an  enlightened  energy  policy  rather 
than  putting  evaporating  wilderness  under  the  knife 
for  a  extremely  short-term  fix.  In  these  crucial  days 
ahead  we  will  need  to  look  forward  and  not  back. 
Playing  to  oil  interests  will  only  make  solutions  ever 
more  difficult.  Wildlife  management  areas  must  remain 
intact.     Sincerely,      Will  Boland     Helena 


Do  You  Yahoo ! ? 

Yahoo!  Messenger  -  Talk  while  you  surf!   It's  FREE. 

ht  tp : / / im . yahoo . com/ 


Mason,  Monte 

From:  will  boland  [wmwigmans@yahoo.com] 

Sent:  Tuesday,  October  1 7.  2000  1 2:35  PM 

To:  mmason@state.mt.us 


Dear  Monte, 

I  certainly  cannot  pretend  to  understand  what  is 
going  on  at  DNRC.  How  can  you  submit  to  oil 
exploration  in  a  wildlife  management  area?  With  the 
pressures  of  human  population  do  you  feel  animals  have 
no  rights?  They  certainly  need  room,  and  that  is  the 
purpose  of  this  Beartooth  area.  With  the  gas  gouging 
going  on  I  feel  it  is  ridiculous  to  submit  and  attack 
our  own  vital  natural  network.  We  need  to  develop 
alternative  ideas  about  energy  and  not  defile 
remaining  wild  lands  for  a  policy  with  no  future. 
Please  push  for  an  enlightened  energy  policy  rather 
than  putting  evaporating  wilderness  under  the  knife 
for  a  extremely  short-term  fix.  In  these  crucial  days 
ahead  we  will  need  to  look  forward  and  not  back. 
Playing  to  oil  interests  will  only  make  solutions  ever 
more  difficult.  Wildlife  management  areas  must  remain 
intact.    Sincerely,      Will  Boland     Helena 


Do  You  Yahoo!? 

Yahoo!  Messenger  -  Talk  while  you  surf!   It's  FREE. 

ht  tp : / / im . yahoo . com/ 


Mason,  Monte 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 


Mason,  Monte 

Wednesday.  October  18,  2000  1:52  PM 

'Wilddivide@aol.com' 

Aderhold,  Mil<e 

RE:  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area 


Dear  Mr.    Kilmer 

I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  your  comments  were  received  and  will  be 
included  in  our  review.   The  tract  of  land  you  reference  is  state  school 
trust  land.   Such  lands  were  granted  to  Montana  by  the  Federal 
government  at  statehood  [Enabling  Act  of  1889] ,  to  be  managed  to  derive 
revenue  for  the  support  of  education  in  Montana.   The  State  Land  Board 
manages  school  trust  lands,  with  our  department  (DNRC)  responsible  for 
the  day-to-day  management  under  their  direction. 

In  the  1970' s,  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  (DFWP) 
established  the  Beartooth  Management  Area  on  lands  it  obtained  from  the 
Nature  Conservancy.   State  school  trust  lands,  such  as  the  one  currently 
nominated  for  oil  &  gas  leasing,  are  located  in  the  area,  but  are  not 
part  of  the  management  area  created  by  DFWP.   DFWP  does  hold  a  grazing 
lease  on  the  school  trust  tract,  which  allows  them  to  utilize  the 
surface  for  grazing  but  does  not  include  control  of  other  resources  on 
the  tract.   You  might  recall  that  a  similar  situation  arose  a  few  months 
ago  in  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  area.   In  that  case,  DFWP  compensated 
the  school  trust  for  deferring  the  issuance  of  oil  &  gas  leases  for  one 
year.   DNRC  and  DFWP  could  then  pursue  a  management  agreement  that 
addressed  DFWP's  objectives  while  still  meeting  the  requirement  to 
secure  fair  market  value  for  utilization  of  school  trust  resources. 
Since  that  time,  both  departments  have  devoted  considerable  effort 
toward  that  end,  and  a  consensus  on  an  agreement  may  be  close  at  hand. 
DFWP  is  reviewing  the  currently  nominated  tract  and  will  advise  us  of 
their  concerns  or  interest,  if  any,  in  pursuing  an  expanded  management 
agreement  with  DNRC. 

At  this  point,  several  steps  remain  in  DNRC's  process  for  reviewing 
nominated  tracts.   After  review  by  the  department  and  consideration  of 
all  comments  received  from  the  public  and  other  state  and  federal 
agencies,  DNRC  will  put  out  a  final  list  of  tracts  proposed  for  leasing. 
This  list  will  also  include  any  additional  environmental  stipulations 
that  are  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  base  lease.   School  trust  oil  &  gas 
leases  include  a  requirement  that  any  activity  contemplated  on  the  tract 
be  submitted  for  review  and  environmental  analysis.   For  those  located 
in  sensitive  areas,  proposed  activities  may  be  denied  by  the  department 
or  Land  Board  after  such  review.   Ultimately,  the  decision  on  whether  or 
not,  and  upon  what  terms,  to  issue  leases  rests  with  the  Land  Board. 

I  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  management  of  both  DFWP  and  school 
trust  lands.   Both  departments  are  dedicated  to  managing  their 
respective  lands  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  granted  to  the  State.   Where  conflicts  arise,  DFWP  and  DNRC  are 
working  toward  management  of  such  lands  to  best  meet  the  objectives  of 
both  departments.   If  you  have  any  questions,  please  don't  hesitate  to 
contact  me . 


Sincerely, 

Monte  G.  Mason,  Chief 

Minerals  Management  Bureau 

Dept  of  Natural  Resources  &  Conservation 

406-444-3843 


Original  Message 

From:  Wilddivide«aol.com  [nnailto:Wilddivide«aol  .com] 

Sent:  Saturday,  October  14,  2000  10:08  AM 

To:  mmasonOstate.mt .us 

Cc:  maderhold«state.mt.us 

Subject:  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area 

Please  accepth  these  comments  from  Wild  Divide  Chapter  of  Montana 

wilderness 

Association  regarding  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources  awfull  plan  to 

offer  oil  and  gas  leases  in  the  Beartooth  wildlife  Management  Area 

[BTWMA] 

These  comments  represent  the  views  of  our  400  Helena  area  members. 

Please  reconsider,  and  drop  this  plan.  The  BTWMA  is  critical  habitat  fot 

Bighorn  Sheep,  Mountain  Goats,  Elk,  Black  Bear.   It's  proximity  to  the 

Gates 

of  the  Mountains  Wilderness  and  the  Sleeping  Giant  Wilderness  Study  Area 

makes  the  BTWMA  part  of  a  large  block  of  habitat  that  would  be  adversly 

effected  by  industrial  development.   WMA's  were  not  established  to 

protect 

big  oil  companies.   Leasing  and  drilling  would  be  contrary  to  the 

purpose  for 

which  these  areas  were  established. 

Please  do  not  offer  the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area  or  any  other 

WMA 

for  oil  and  gas  leasing. 

Thank  you. 

Tom  Kilmer 

Board  Chair 

Wild  Divide  Chapter 

Montana  Wilderness  Association 

P.O.  Box  63  5 

Helena,  Montana  59624 


Mason,  Monte 


From:  Wilddivide@aol.com 

Sent:  Saturday,  October  14,  2000  10:08  AM 

To:  mmason@state.mt.us 

Co:  maderhold@state.mt.us 

Subject:  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area 


Please  accepth  these  comments  from  Wild  Divide  Chapter  of  Montana 

Wilderness 

Association  regarding  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources  awfull  plan  to 

offer  oil  and  gas  leases  in  the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area 
[BTWMA] 
These  comments  represent  the  views  of  our  400  Helena  area  members. 

Please  reconsider,  and  drop  this  plan.  The  BTWMA  is  critical  habitat  fot 

Bighorn  Sheep,  Mountain  Goats,  Elk,  Black' Bear.   It's  proximity  to  the 

Gates 

of  the  Mountains  Wilderness  and  the  Sleeping  Giant  Wilderness  Study  Area 

makes  the  BTWMA  part  of  a  large  block  of  habitat  that  would  be  adversly 

effected  by  industrial  development.   WMA's  were  not  established  to 

protect 

big  oil  companies.   Leasing  and  drilling  would  be  contrary  to  the 

purpose  for 

which  these  areas  were  established. 

Please  do  not  offer  the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area  or  any  other 

WMA 

for  oil  and  gas  leasing. 

Thank  you. 

Tom  Kilmer 

Board  Chair 

Wild  Divide  Chapter 

Montana  Wilderness  Association 

P.O.  Box  63  5 

Helena,  Montana  59624 


Mason,  Monte 


From:  Mason,  Monte 

Sent:  Wednesday,  October  18,  2000  1 :50  PM 

To:  'Kilpirates@aol.com' 

Co:  Aderhold,  Mike 

Subject:  RE:  Beartooth  Game  Range 

Dear  Tom,  Judy,  Dylan  and  Lauren  Kilmer: 

I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  your  comments  were  received  and  will  be 
included  in  our  review.   The  tract  of  land  you  reference  is  state  school 
trust  land.   Such  lands  were  granted  to  Montana  by  the  Federal 
government  at  statehood  [Enabling  Act  of  1889] ,  to  be  managed  to  derive 
revenue  for  the  support  of  education  in  Montana.   The  State  Land  Board 
manages  school  trust  lands,  with  our  department  (DNRC)  responsible  for 
the  day-to-day  management  under  their  direction. 

In  the  1970' s,  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  (DFWP) 
established  the  Beartooth  Management  Area  on  lands  it  obtained  from  the 
Nature  Conservancy.   State  school  trust  lands,  such  as  the  one  currently 
nominated  for  oil  &  gas  leasing,  are  located  in  the  area,  but  are  not 
part  of  the  management  area  created  by  DFWP.   DFWP  does  hold  a  grazing 
lease  on  the  school  trust  tract,  which  allows  them  to  utilize  the 
surface  for  grazing  but  does  not  include  control  of  other  resources  on 
the  tract.   You  might  recall  that  a  similar  situation  arose  a  few  months 
ago  in  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  area.   In  that  case,  DFWP  compensated 
the  school  trust  for  deferring  the  issuance  of  oil  &  gas  leases  for  one 
year.   DNRC  and  DFWP  could  then  pursue  a  management  agreement  that 
addressed  DFWP's  objectives  while  still  meeting  the  requirement  to 
secure  fair  market  value  for  utilization  of  school  trust  resources. 
Since  that  time,  both  departments  have  devoted  considerable  effort 
toward  that  end,  and  a  consensus  on  an  agreement  may  be  close  at  hand. 
DFWP  is  reviewing  the  currently  nominated  tract  and  will  advise  us  of 
their  concerns  or  interest,  if  any,  in  pursuing  an  expanded  management 
agreement  with  DNRC. 

At  this  point,  several  steps  remain  in  DNRC's  process  for  reviewing 
nominated  tracts.   After  review  by  the  department  and  consideration  of 
all  comments  received  from  the  public  and  other  state  and  federal 
agencies,  DNRC  will  put  out  a  final  list  of  tracts  proposed  for  leasing. 
This  list  will  also  include  any  additional  environmental  stipulations 
that  are  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  base  lease.   School  trust  oil  &  gas 
leases  include  a  requirement  that  any  activity  contemplated  on  the  tract 
be  submitted  for  review  and  environmental  analysis.   For  those  located 
in  sensitive  areas,  proposed  activities  may  be  denied  by  the  department 
or  Land  Board  after  such  review.   Ultimately,  the  decision  on  whether  or 
not,  and  upon  what  terms,  to  issue  leases  rests  with  the  Land  Board. 

I  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  management  of  both  DFWP  and  school 
trust  lands.   Both  departments  are  dedicated  to  managing  their 
respective  lands  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  granted  to  the  State.   Where  conflicts  arise,  DFWP  and  DNRC  are 
working  toward  management  of  such  lands  to  best  meet  the  objectives  of 
both  departments.   If  you  have  any  questions,  please  don't  hesitate  to 
contact  me . 

Sincerely, 

Monte  G.  Mason,  Chief 

Minerals  Management  Bureau 

Dept  of  Natural  Resources  &  Conservation 

406-444-3843 


Original  Message 

From:  Kilpirates«aol .com  [mailto:Kilpiratesaaol.com] 
Sent:  Saturday,  October  14,  2000  9:54  AM 
To:  mmason«8tate.mt .us 
Cc:  maderholdastate.mt .us 
Subject:  Beartooth  Game  Range 

We  are  opposed  to  DNRC's  proposal  to  offer  for  oil  and  gas  leasing  a 

portion 

of  the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area.   This  area  is  much  too 

critical  as 

wildlife  habitat  for  Bighorn  Sheep,  Elk,  Bear,  Mountain  Goats,  Deer  and 

all 

manner  of  smaller  non-game  wildlife 

to  be  auctioned  off  to  big  oil  speculators. 

Wildlife  management  arears  were  not  established  to  become  industrial 

zones . 

Please  do  not  lease  this  WMA  or  any  other  WMA.  Thank  you 

Tom, Judy, Dylan  and  Lauren  Kilmer 
621  2nd  Street 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


Mason,  Monte 


From:  Kilpirates@aol.com 

Sent:  Saturday,  October  14,  2000  9:54  AM 

To:  mmason@state.mt.us 

Cc:  maderhold@state.mt.us 

Subject:  Beartooth  Game  Range 

We  are  opposed  to  DNRC's  proposal   to  offer   for  oil   and  gas    leasing  a 

portion 

of  the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area.   This  area  is  much  too 

critical  as 

wildlife  habitat  for  Bighorn  Sheep,  Elk,  Bear,  Mountain  Goats,  Deer  and 

all 

manner  of  smaller  non-game  wildlife 

to  be  auctioned  off  to  big  oil  speculators. 

Wildlife  management  arears  were  not  established  to  become  industrial 

zones . 

Please  do  not  lease  this  WMA  or  any  other  WMA.  Thank  you 

Tom, Judy, Dylan  and  Lauren  Kilmer 
621  2nd  Street 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


Mason,  Monte 


From:  Hgmnude@aol.com 

Sent:  Wednesday.  October  1 8,  2000  7:43  PM 

To:  mmason@state.mt.us 

Subject:  Re:  Beartooth  Area  O&G  Lease  Nomination 


Dear  Mr.    Mason: 

Thank  you  for  your  prompt  and  informative  response.   I  understand  the 

basis 

on  which  you  are  required  to  operate  and  though  I  think  dhanges  should 

be 

made  to  the  policy  I  recognize  that  such  changes  are  not  in  your  hands. 

Again,  thanks  for  your  courteous  response.   I  fear  mine  to  you  was  a  bit 

over 

the  top  but  I  care  a  great  deal  about  what  happens  to  Public  Lands  in 

Montana 

and  the  West  and  find  it  painful  when  some  of  the  best  of  it  is  used  for 

nothing  more  than  making  some  money  when  it  is,  in  my  view,  priceless 

and 

irreplaceable. 

Respectfully, 

Paul  Edwards 


Mason,  Monte 


From:  Mason,  Monte 

Sent:  Wednesday,  October  18.  2000  1 :41  PM 

To:  'Hgmnude@aol.com' 

Co:  Aderhold,  Mike 

Subject:  Beartooth  Area  O&G  Lease  Nomination 


Dear  Mr.  Edwards: 


I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  your  comments  were  received  and  will  be  included  in  our  review.  The  tract  of 
land  you  reference  is  state  school  trust  land.  Such  lands  were  granted  to  Montana  by  the  Federal  government  at 
statehood  [Enabling  Act  of  1889],  to  be  managed  to  derive  revenue  for  the  support  of  education  in  Montana. 
The  State  Land  Board  manages  school  trust  lands,  with  our  department  (DNRC)  responsible  for  the  day-to-day 
management  under  their  direction. 

In  the  1970's,  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &.  Parks  (DFWP)  established  the  Beartooth  Management  Area 
on  lands  it  obtained  from  the  Nature  Conservancy.  State  school  trust  lands,  such  as  the  one  currently  nominated 
for  oil  &  gas  leasing,  are  located  in  the  area,  but  are  not  part  of  the  management  area  created  by  DFWP.  DFWP 
does  hold  a  grazing  lease  on  the  school  trust  tract,  which  allows  them  to  utilize  the  surface  for  grazing  but  does 
not  include  control  of  other  resources  on  the  tract.  You  might  recall  that  a  similar  situation  arose  a  few  months 
ago  in  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  area.  In  that  case,  DFWP  compensated  the  school  trust  for  deferring  the 
issuance  of  oil  &  gas  leases  for  one  year.  DNRC  and  DFWP  could  then  pursue  a  management  agreement  that 
addressed  DFWP's  objectives  while  still  meeting  the  requirement  to  secure  fair  market  value  for  utilization  of 
school  trust  resources.  Since  that  time,  both  departments  have  devoted  considerable  effort  toward  that  end,  and 
a  consensus  on  an  agreement  may  be  close  at  hand.  DFWP  is  reviewing  the  currently  nominated  tract  and  will 
advise  us  of  their  concerns  or  interest,  if  any,  in  pursuing  an  expanded  management  agreement  with  DNRC. 

At  this  point,  several  steps  remain  in  DNRC's  process  for  reviewing  nominated  tracts.  After  review  by  the 
department  and  consideration  of  all  comments  received  from  the  public  and  other  state  and  federal  agencies, 
DNRC  will  put  out  a  final  list  of  tracts  proposed  for  leasing.  This  list  will  also  include  any  additional 
environmental  stipulations  that  are  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  base  lease.  School  trust  oil  &  gas  leases  include 
a  requirement  that  any  activity  contemplated  on  the  tract  be  submitted  for  review  and  environmental  analysis. 
For  those  located  in  sensitive  areas,  proposed  activities  may  be  denied  by  the  department  or  Land  Board  after 
such  review.  Ultimately,  the  decision  on  whether  and  upon  what  terms  to  issue  leases  on  school  trust  land  rests 
with  the  Land  Board. 

I  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  management  of  both  DFWP  and  school  trust  lands.  Both  departments  are 
dedicated  to  managing  their  respective  lands  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
granted  to  the  State.  Where  conflicts  arise,  DFWP  and  DNRC  are  working  toward  management  of  such  lands  to 
best  meet  the  objectives  of  both  departments.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  don't  hesitate  to  contact  me. 

Sincerely, 

Monte  G.  Mason,  Chief 

Minerals  Management  Bureau 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  &  Conservation 

406-444-3843 


Mason,  Monte 


From:  Hgmnude@aol.com 

S«nt:  Friday,  October  1 3.  2000  8:53  PM 

To:  mmason@state.mt.us 

Cc:  Maderhold@state.mt.us 

Subject:  Leases  on  the  Beartooth 


Mr.    Mason: 

There  you  go  again. 

Don't  you  people  begin  to  dimly  comprehend  that  selling  leases  on 

Wildlife 

Management  Areas  is  not  a  great  idea?  That  it  is,  in  fact,  a  damn  poor 

one? 

The  Beartooth  WMA,  in  addition  to  being  great  habitat  for  wildlife--as 

indeed 

one  might  have  supposed  would  have  occurred  to  you  people- -is  also 

adjacent 

to  the  Sleeping  Giant  BLM  Wilderness  Study  Area. 

You  remember  what  they  are,  eh?   Wilderness  Study  Areas..? 

The  simple  and  not  ambiguous  concept  here  is  that  areas  which  have  been 

set 

aside  as  havens  for  wildlife  ought  not  to  be  exploited  for  private 

profit  nor 

to  generate  a  few  bucks  for  the  State. 

Please  reflect  again  on  what  a  Wildlife  Management  Area  is  intended  to 

be  and 

cancel  this  offer  to  allow  its  despoliation.   Montana  doesn't  need  chump 

change  in  exchange  for  priceless,  irreplaceable  wild  habitat. 

Many  thanks, 

Paul  Edwards 


Mason,  Monte 


From:  Mason,  Monte 

Sent:  Friday,  October  13,  2000  6:00  PM 

To:  'DrakeKath@aol.conn' 

Subject:  RE:  gas  &  oil  &  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area 

Kathy  Lloyd  and  Drake  Barton: 

I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  your  comments  were  received  and  will  be 
included  in  our  review  process.   I  also  wanted  to  clarify  the  status  of 
the  tract  you  referenced.   Mike  Aderhold's  comments  in  the  newspaper 
article  might  have  left  the  impression  that  this  tract  is  part  of  the 
Beartooth  Management  Area  under  the  control  of  the  Department  of  Fish, 
Wildlife  &  Parks  (DFWP) ,  and  subject  to  Nature  Conservancy  covenants. 
That  is  not  the  case.   This  tract  is  school  trust  land  managed  by  the 
Trust  Land  Management  Division  of  DNRC.   The  tract  was  granted  to  the 
State  of  Montana  in  1889  with  the  express  requirement  that  it  be  managed 
for  the  support  of  common  schools  (K-12) .   It  is  not  a  part  of  the  land 
that  DFWP  obtained  from  the  Nature  Conservancy  in  1970.   DFWP  holds  a 
standard  grazing  lease  from  our  department  on  this  tract,  which  grants 
them  the  right  to  utilize  the  surface  for  grazing  --  nothing  more.   DFWP 
does  not  manage  or  control  any  other  school  trust  resources  on  the 
tract,  and  does  not  have  the  authority  to  unilaterally  commit  or 
restrict  the  management  of  those  resources.   That  responsibility  rests 
with  the  Land  Board  and  our  department. 

This  is  the  same  issue  that  came  up  some  time  ago  with  state  school 
trust  land  in  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  area.   Both  departments  have 
devoted  considerable  effort  over  the  past  several  months  in  an  attempt 
to  work  out  a  management  agreement  that  better  meets  the  needs  of  DFWP 
while  still  honoring  our  department's  obligation  to  obtain  fair  market 
value  for  any  uses  of  school  trust  resources.   It  is  my  understanding 
that  consensus  on  an  actual  agreement  may  be  close  at  hand.   From  the 
outset,  both  departments  recognized  that  other  areas  (like  the 
Beartooth) where  DFWP  held  grazing  leases  and  might  wish  to  purchase  and 
secure  additional  lease  rights.   DFWP's  current  focus  has  been  on  the 
Sun  River  area.   At  this  stage,  DFWP  may  or  may  not  be  interested  in 
expanding  the  scope  of  these  discussions  to  include  the  Beartooth  and 
other  areas.   They  are  reviewing  this  and  will  get  back  with  our 
department  as  a  part  of  our  normal  review  process  for  the  lease  sale. 

I  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  management  of  both  DFWP  and  State 
School  Trust  lands.   If  you  have  any  questions  or  wish  to  discuss 
further,  please  don't  hesitate  to  contact  me. 

Sincerely, 

Monte  Mason,  Chief 

Minerals  Management  Bureau,  DNRC 

406-444-3843 


Original  Message 

From:  DrakeKath®aol .com  [mailto:DrakeKathOaol.com] 

Sent:  Friday,  October  13,  2000  5:38  PM 

To:  mmason®state.mt .us 

Cc:  maderholdostate.mt .us 

Subject:  gas  &  oil  &  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area 


October  13,  2000 
Mr.  Monte  Mason 


Pljf 


Dan  &  Judy  Bennett 

2410  5th  Ave.  So. 

Great  Falls,  MT  59405 

October  13,  2000 

Governor  Mark  Racicot 
P.O.  Box  200801 
Helena,  MT  59620-0801 

Re:  December  5  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale 

Dear  Governor  Racicot: 

We  are  writing  in  response  to  the  DNRC's  proposal  to  sell  gas  leases 
on  the  southern  Rocky  Mountain  Front  (Application  Nos.  5003,  5005-5007) 
and  within  the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area  (5008). 

As  you  know,  the  DNRC  has  never  completed  an  environmental  impact 
statement  on  these  sensitive  areas  as  is  required  by  the  Montana 
Environmental  Policy  Act.   Until  it  has  done  so,  we  urge  you  to  insist  that 
unalterable,  no  surface  occupancy  stipulations  attach  to  each  of  the 
leases. 


Dan  &  Judy  Bennett 


Mason,  Monte 


From:  DrakeKath@aol.com 

Sent:  Friday,  October  1 3,  2000  5:38  PM 

To:  mmason@state.mt.us 

Co:  maderhold@state.mt.us 

Subject:  gas  &  oil  &  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area 

October  13,  2000 

Mr.  Monte  Mason 

Minerals  Management  Bureau 

DNRC 

P.O.  Box  201601 

Helena,  MT  59620 

Dear  Mr.  Mason, 

We  are  strongly  opposed  to  DNRC's  proposal  to  lease  part  of  the 

Beartooth 

Wildlife  Management  Area  to  gas  and  oil  developers  and  speculators. 

Wildlife 

Management  Areas  were  set  aside  for  the  benefit  of  wildlife  and  the 

habitat 

they  need.   Opening  up  these  areas  for  development  of  any  kind  is 

directly 

opposed  to  the  purpose  of  Wildlife  Management  Areas.   This  area  is  home 

to 

bighorn  sheep,  mountain  goats,  elk  and  bear,  and  borders  The  Gates  of 

the 

Mountains  Wilderness.   We  urge  you  to  remove  this  area  from 

consideration  for 

development  of  any  kind. 

Thanks . 

Kathy  Lloyd  and  Drake  Barton 
314  Travis  Creek  Road 
Clancy,  MT   59634 


Mason,  Monte 


From:  Gene,  Linda,  &  Sarah  Sentz  [friends@3rivers.net] 

Sent:  Tuesday,  October  24,  2000  1 1 :01  PM 

To:  Mason,  Monte 

Cc:  Aderhold,  Mil<e;  Graham,  Pat;  Clough,  Rich;  Hagener,  Jeff;  Kerwin,  Joe;  Grmoljez,  Aimee; 

Harris,  Harley;  Ferenstein,  Jennifer;  Bramer,  Kathy;  Keenan,  Nancy;  Mazurek,  Joe;  O'Keefe, 

Mark;  Cooney,  Mike 
Subject:  Re:  Please  keep  the  Beartooth  WMA  for  the  four-ieggeds.  Don't  gamble  it  away  to 

developers. 


IE:  Please  keep  the 
Beartooth  ... 

Monte  Mason,  MMB,  DNRC 
Helena,  Montana 

Dear  Mr.  Mason, 

I  appreciate  all  your  time  spent  in  this  dialogue.   Here  is  a  short 
summary  of  what  I've  learned  from  your  responses  to  questions: 

1)  DNRC  does  not  have  knowledge  of  a  well  in  a  Wildlife  Management  Area 
that  produces  significant  revenue. 

2)  DNRC  does  not  have  any  scientific/academic  sources  for  its  view  that 
"closely  controlled  development  can  take  place  without  significant 
negative  impacts  to  wildlife  and  other  surface  resource  values." 

3)  DNRC  does  not  have  written  standards  for  gas  development  in  sensitive 
areas . 

4)  DNRC,  the  agency  in  charge  of  managing  the  State's  natural  resources 
(and  balancing  extractive  and  conservation  interests)  does  not  have  a 
factual  or  empirical  basis  for  its  pro-development  positions. 

Again,  thanks. 

Sincerely, 

Gene  Sentz 

Choteau,  Montana  59422-0763 


Mason,  Monte 


From:  Graham,  Pat 

Sent:  Tuesday,  October  24,  2000  8:46  PM 

To:  Mason,  Monte 

Subject:  RE:  Please  keep  the  Beartooth  WMA  for  the  four-leggeds.  Don't  gamble  it  away  to 

developers. 

Monte,   Thanks  for  taking  the  time  to  clarify  your  response  to  the 
questions  asked  by  Gene.    Pat 

Original  Message 

From:  Mason,  Monte 

Sent:  Monday,  October  23,  2000  3:18  PM 

To:  'friends03rivers.net';  Mason,  Monte 

Cc:  Aderhold,  Mike,-  Graham,  Pat;  Clough,  Rich;  Hagener,  Jeff;  Kerwin, 

Joe;  Grmoljez,  Aimee;  Harris,  Harley;  Ferenstein,  Jennifer;  Bramer, 

Kathy;  Keenan,  Nancy;  Mazurek,  Joe;  O'Keefe,  Mark;  Cooney,  Mike 

Subject:  RE:  Please  keep  the  Beartooth  WMA  for  the  four-leggeds.  Don't 

gamble  it  away  to  developers. 

Gene- 

I  apologize  if  I  "over-copied"  your  comments.   I  did  want  to  keep  Land 
Board  staffers  aware  of  the  concerns  expressed  about  this  tract,  and  our 
e-mail  was  a  convenient  way  to  do  that. 

I'm  not  aware  of  any  state  school  trust  tracts  currently  producing 
within  WMA's.   The  Blackleaf  Unit  comes  to  mind,  but  it  is  shut-in  at 
this  time.   That  said,  whether  or  how  much  a  well  produces  is  a  function 
of  geology  and  reservoir  characteristics,  not  whether  or  not  it  is 
within,  adjacent  to,  or  surrounded  by  a  particular  surface  management 
designation.   O&G  development  is,  by  its  very  nature,  speculative  in 
that  tracts  must  be  explored  to  determine  if  they  have  the  potential  to 
produce.   Even  though  we've  issued  over  33,000  leases  for  O&G 
exploration  and  development  over  the  years,  only  534  are  currently 
productive.   However  those  that  are  productive  generated  over  $6  million 
in  school  trust  revenue  last  year.   For  example,  a  lease  we  issued  52 
years  ago  still  generates  oil  royalties  of  $15,000  to  $25,000  per  month, 
while  another  lease  issued  in  1994  recently  had  a  new  gas  well  completed 
on  it  that  is  now  generating  over  $20,000  per  month.   Thrust  Belt 
geology  has  the  potential  to  be  very  prolific,  as  this  discussion  from 
the  L&C  National  Forest  EIS  points  out:   "The  production  at  Waterton 
field  in  Canada  is  an  example  of  the  reserves  companies  are  hoping  to 
find  when  they  drill  frontier  areas  like  the  Montana  Overthrust  Belt 

(French,  1984) .  Initial  production  from  wells  at  Waterton  field  average 
98,000  MCF/day  (MCF/day  =  1000  cubic  feet  of  natural  gas  per  day)." 

(From  Appendix  B-8]   I  know  we  disagree,  but  I  believe  that  prudent 
management  of  trust  resources  requires  we  utilize  leasing  and  and 
responsible  exploration  to  determine  the  nature  and  extent  of  oil  and 
gas  resources  on  school  trust  land,  with  the  caveat  that  no  operations 
are  allowed  to  occur  unless  and  until  DNRC  has  reviewed  and  approved 
those  operations. 

Let  me  clarify  the  reference  to  other  analyses.   It  is  the  Forest 
Service  (not  me)  that  reviewed  other  analyses  in  conjunction  with  their 
L&C  National  Forest  EIS  and  concluded  that  closely  controlled 
development  can  take  place  without  significant  negative  impacts  to 
wildlife  and  other  surface  resource  values.   [see  Final  EIS  Record  of 
Decision,  page  5,  paragraph  2]   On  state  tracts,  closely  controlled 
development  is  ensured  by  requiring  submittal  for  review  and  analysis 
all  proposals  for  operations.   With  a  sensitive  areas  stipulation,  DNRC 
and  Land  Board  can  then  require  any  mitigations  or  restrictions  needed 


Mason,  Monte 


From:  Mason,  Monte 

Sent:  Monday,  October  23,  2000  3:18  PM 

To:  'friends@3rivers.net';  Mason,  Monte 

Cc:  Aderhold,  Mike;  Graham,  Pat;  Clough,  Rich;  Hagener,  Jeff;  Kerwin,  Joe;  Grmoljez,  Aimee; 

Harris,  Harley;  Ferenstein,  Jennifer;  Bramer,  Kathy;  Keenan,  Nancy;  Mazurek,  Joe;  O'Keefe, 

Mark;  Cooney,  Mike 
Subject:  RE:  Please  keep  the  Beartooth  WMA  for  the  four-leggeds.  Don't  gamble  it  away  to 

developers. 

Gene- 

I  apologize  if  I  "over-copied"  your  comments.   I  did  want  to  keep  Land 
Board  staffers  aware  of  the  concerns  expressed  about  this  tract,  and  our 
e-mail  was  a  convenient  way  to  do  that. 

I'm  not  aware  of  any  state  school  trust  tracts  currently  producing 
within  WMA's.   The  Blackleaf  Unit  comes  to  mind,  but  it  is  shut-in  at 
this  time.   That  said,  whether  or  how  much  a  well  produces  is  a  function 
of  geology  and  reservoir  characteristics,  not  whether  or  not  it  is 
within,  adjacent  to,  or  surrounded  by  a  particular  surface  management 
designation.   O&G  development  is,  by  its  very  nature,  speculative  in 
that  tracts  must  be  explored  to  determine  if  they  have  the  potential  to 
produce.   Even  though  we've  issued  over  3  3,000  leases  for  O&G 
exploration  and  development  over  the  years,  only  534  are  currently 
productive.   However  those  that  are  productive  generated  over  $6  million 
in  school  trust  revenue  last  year.   For  example,  a  lease  we  issued  52 
years  ago  still  generates  oil  royalties  of  $15,000  to  $25,000  per  month, 
while  another  lease  issued  in  1994  recently  had  a  new  gas  well  completed 
on  it  that  is  now  generating  over  $20,000  per  month.   Thrust  Belt 
geology  has  the  potential  to  be  very  prolific,  as  this  discussion  from 
the  L&C  National  Forest  EIS  points  out:   "The  production  at  Waterton 
field  in  Canada  is  an  example  of  the  reserves  companies  are  hoping  to 
find  when  they  drill  frontier  areas  like  the  Montana  Overthrust  Belt 

(French,  1984)  .  Initial  production  from  wells  at  Waterton  field  average 
98,000  MCF/day  (MCF/day  =  1000  cubic  feet  of  natural  gas  per  day)." 

[From  Appendix  B-8]   I  know  we  disagree,  but  I  believe  that  prudent 
management  of  trust  resources  requires  we  utilize  leasing  and  and 
responsible  exploration  to  determine  the  nature  and  extent  of  oil  and 
gas  resources  on  school  trust  land,  with  the  caveat  that  no  operations 
are  allowed  to  occur  unless  and  until  DNRC  has  reviewed  and  approved 
those  operations. 

Let  me  clarify  the  reference  to  other  analyses.   It  is  the  Forest 
Service  (not  me)  that  reviewed  other  analyses  in  conjunction  with  their 
L&C  National  Forest  EIS  and  concluded  that  closely  controlled 
development  can  take  place  without  significant  negative  impacts  to 
wildlife  and  other  surface  resource  values.   [see  Final  EIS  Record  of 
Decision,  page  5,  paragraph  2]   On  state  tracts,  closely  controlled 
development  is  ensured  by  requiring  submittal  for  review  and  analysis 
all  proposals  for  operations.   With  a  sensitive  areas  stipulation,  DNRC 
and  Land  Board  can  then  require  any  mitigations  or  restrictions  needed 
for  responsible  operation  and  reclamation,  or  can  deny  activity 
altogether. 

Neither  the  Land  Board  nor  the  DNRC  have  placed  any  public  access  timing 
restrictions  on  the  Beartooth  tract.   As  the  holder  of  the  grazing 
lease,  DFWP  would  not  have  the  authority  to  restrict  public  access  on 
this  tract  (assuming  access  exists  to  get  TO  the  tract) .   That  said, 
restrictions  to  timing  or  location  can  be  considered  during  a  review  of 
any  exploration  or  operating  proposal. 

I  hope  what  is  evident  from  our  discussions  is  that  the  Trust  Land 

1 


Management  Divison  in  DNRC  takes  seriously  it's  obligation  to  manage  all 
resources,  surface  or  mineral,  on  behalf  of  the  school  trust.   In  doing 
so,  we  often  encounter  multiple  or  competing  resource  values,  and  we  do 
our  best  to  manage  these  values  in  a  responsible  manner. 

Original  Message 

From:  Gene,  Linda,  &  Sarah  Sentz  [mailto: friends®3rivers .net] 
Sent:  Thursday,  October  19,  2000  5:18  PM 
To:  Mason,  Monte 

Cc:  Aderhold,  Mike;  Graham,  Pat;  Clough,  Rich;  Hagener,  Jeff;  Kerwin, 
Joe;  Grmoljez,  Aimee;  Harris,  Harley;  Ferenstein,  Jennifer;  Bramer, 
Kathy;  Keenan,  Nancy;  Mazurek,  Joe;  O'Keefe,  Mark;  Cooney,  Mike 
Subject:  RE:  Please  keep  the  Beartooth  WMA  for  the  four-leggeds .  Don't 
gamble  it  away  to  developers. 

Content-Type:  text/plain;  charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding:  7bit 

Mr.  Monte  Mason,  Chief 

Minerals  Management  Bureau 

Dept  of  Natural  Resources  &  Conservation 

State  of  Montana 

Helena,  Montana 

Dear  Mr.  Mason, 

A  week  ago  when  I  first  sent  you  a  short  comment  (copied  to  DFWP) 
opposing  industry  speculation  and  potential  development  on  the  Beartooth 
Wildlife  Management  Area,  I  did  not  anticipate  this  somewhat 
widely-copied  e-mail  exchange,  but  since  it  seems  to  be  a  healthy 
debate,  please  include  all  of  it  in  the  public  record  regarding  the 
leasing  (to  oil  &  gas  speculators)  of  state  lands  within  the  Beartooth 
WMA  and  other  WMAs . 

In  your  last  message  you  stated  that  "a  commercial  gas  well... could 
generate  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  royalty  revenue  to  the 
school  trust  each  year."   Currently,  are  there  school  trust  lands  within 
Wildlife  Management  Areas,  where  gas  wells  are  generating  that  much 
royalty  revenue  to  schools?   If  so,  which  WMAs  are  they  in? 

In  the  same  message  you  also  said,  "As  the  Record  of  Decision  from  the 
Lewis  &  Clark  National  Forest  EIS  pointed  out,  their  analysis  confirmed 
other  previous  analyses  that  showed  limited  and  closely  controlled 
exploration  and  development  can  take  place  without  significant  negative 
impacts  to  wildlife  and  other  surface  resource  values." 

Specifically  what  "other  previous  analyses"  are  you  referring  to?   It 
would  be  interesting  to  know  their  titles  and  authors  and  dates.   Also, 
what  are  DNRC's  written  standards  for  "limited  and  closely  controlled 
exploration  and  development?" 

Last  year  when  trust  lands  inside  the  Sun  River  WMA  were  proposed  for 
leasing,  the  point  was  made  that  to  protect  wildlife  there,  the  State 
prohibits  the  public  from  even  walking  on  those  lands  for  5  to  6  months 
of  the  year.   Doesn't  it  seem  contradictory  to  auction  off  rights  for 
potential  industrial  development  of  such  lands  which  the  State  considers 
so  sensitive? 

It  seems  evident  that  MMB  and  DNRC  nearly  always  favor  industry  in  these 
issues.   It  is  hoped  that  there  are  some  State  employees  who  advocate 
for  saving  Montana's  best  wildlife  habitat  as  strongly  as  you  advocate 
for  developing  it. 

Sincerely, 


Mason,  Monte 


From:  Gene,  Linda,  &  Sarah  Sentz  [friends@3rivers.net] 

Sent:  Thursday,  October  1 9,  2000  5:18  PM 

To:  l\^ason,  Monte 

Cc:  Aderhold,  Mike;  Graham,  Pat;  Clough,  Rich;  Hagener,  Jeff;  Kerwin,  Joe;  Grmoljez,  Aimee; 

Harris,  Hartey;  Ferenstein,  Jennifer;  Bramer,  Kathy;  Keenan,  Nancy;  Mazurek,  Joe;  O'Keefe, 

Mark;  Cooney,  Mike 
Subject:  RE:  Please  l<eep  the  Beartooth  WMA  for  the  four-leggeds.  Don't  gamble  it  away  to 

developers. 

Content-Type:    text/plain;    charset=»us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding:    7bit 

Mr.    Monte  Mason,    Chief 

Minerals  Management   Bureau 

Dept   of   Natural   Resources   &  Conservation 

State  of  Montana 

Helena,    Montana 

Dear  Mr.    Mason, 

A  week  ago  when  I  first  sent  you  a  short  comment  (copied  to  DFWP) 
opposing  industry  speculation  and  potential  development  on  the  Beartooth 
Wildlife  Management  Area,  I  did  not  anticipate  this  somewhat 
widely-copied  e-mail  exchange,  but  since  it  seems  to  be  a  healthy 
debate,  please  include  all  of  it  in  the  public  record  regarding  the 
leasing  (to  oil  &  gas  speculators)  of  state  lands  within  the  Beartooth 
WMA  and  other  WMAs . 

In  your  last  message  you  stated  that  "a  commercial  gas  well... could 
generate  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  royalty  revenue  to  the 
school  trust  each  year."   Currently,  are  there  school  trust  lands  within 
Wildlife  Management  Areas,  where  gas  wells  are  generating  that  much 
royalty  revenue  to  schools?   If  so,  which  WMAs  are  they  in? 

In  the  same  message  you  also  said,  "As  the  Record  of  Decision  from  the 
Lewis  &  Clark  National  Forest  EIS  pointed  out,  their  analysis  confirmed 
other  previous  analyses  that  showed  limited  and  closely  controlled 
exploration  and  development  can  take  place  without  significant  negative 
impacts  to  wildlife  and  other  surface  resource  values." 

Specifically  what  "other  previous  analyses"  are  you  referring  to?   It 
would  be  interesting  to  know  their  titles  and  authors  and  dates.   Also, 
what  are  DNRC's  written  standards  for  "limited  and  closely  controlled 
exploration  and  development?" 

Last  year  when  trust  lands  inside  the  Sun  River  WMA  were  proposed  for 
leasing,  the  point  was  made  that  to  protect  wildlife  there,  the  State 
prohibits  the  public  from  even  walking  on  those  lands  for  5  to  6  months 
of  the  year.   Doesn't  it  seem  contradictory  to  auction  off  rights  for 
potential  industrial  development  of  such  lands  which  the  State  considers 
so  sensitive? 

It  seems  evident  that  MMB  and  DNRC  nearly  always  favor  industry  in  these 
issues.   It  is  hoped  that  there  are  some  State  employees  who  advocate 
for  saving  Montana's  best  wildlife  habitat  as  strongly  as  you  advocate 
for  developing  it. 

Sincerely, 

Gene  Sentz 

Choteau,  Montana  59422-0763 


>From:  "Mason,  Monte"  <mmasona)state.mt .us> 

>To:  " '  f  riends(B3rivers  .net '  "  <friends«3rivers.net> 

>Cc:  "Aderhold,  Mike"  <maderholdastate.mt .U8>, 

>  "Graham,    Pat" 

>  <pagraham®state.mt .us>, 

>  "Clough,    Rich"    <rclough(8state.mt .us>, 

>  "Hagener,    Jeff"    <jhagenerastate.mt .us>, 

>  "Kerwin,    Joe" 

>  <jkerwin®state.mt .us>, 

>  "Grmoljez,  Aimee"  <agrtnoljez®state.mt  .us>, 

>  "Harris,  Harley"  <hharris®state.mt .us>, 

>  "Ferenstein,  Jennifer" 

>  <jferenstein®state.mt .us>, 

>  "Bramer,  Kathy"  <kbramer®state.mt .us>, 

>  "Keenan,  Nancy"  <nkeenan®state.mt .us>, 

>  "Mazurek,  Joe" 

>  <jmazurek®state.mt .us>, 

>  "O'Keefe,  Mark"  <mokeefe®state.mt .us>, 

>  "Cooney,  Mike"  <mcooney®state.mt .us> 

>Subject:  RE:  Please  keep  the  Beartooth  WMA  for  the  four-leggeds .   Don't 

gamble  it  away  to  developers. 

>Date:  Wed,  18  Oct  2000  16:01:14  -0600 

>Dear  Gene: 

> 

>DFWP,  DNRC  &  the  Land  Board  have  devoted  considerable  time  and  effort 

to  working  together  on  issues  that  affect  their  respective  programs.   In 

all  our  efforts,  we  strive  to  "do  what's  best,"  but  solutions  are  not 

always  simple  when  multiple  natural  resource  values  are  involved. 

> 

>You  are  correct  that  basic  lease  rentals  for  oil  &  gas  leases  are 

nominal.  A  640  acre  section  of  state  land  would  generate  a  minimum  of 

$16,800  over  its  ten-year  primary  term.   However,  a  commercial  gas  well 

on  that  same  section  could  generate  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  in 

royalty  revenue  to  the  school  trust  each  year.   As  you  know,  revenue 

generated  from  school  trust  lands  helps  support  our  educational 

institutions,  and  each  dollar  we  provide  is  a  dollar  that  doesn't  have 

to  come  from  tax  revenue. 

> 

>Most  importantly,  oil  &  gas  development  and  wildlife  are  not  mutually 

>exclusive.   As  the  Record  of  Decision  from  the  Lewis  &  Clark  National 

Forest  EIS  pointed  out,  their  analysis  confirmed  other  previous  analyses 

that  showed  limited  and  closely  controlled  exploration  and  development 

can  take  place  without  significant  negative  impacts  to  wildlife  and 

other  surface  resource  values. 

> 

>Thanks  again  for  your  interest  in  the  management  of  school  trust  lands. 

> 

>Sincerely, 

> 

>Monte  Mason,  Chief 

>Minerals  Management  Bureau 

>406-444-3843 

> Original  Message 

>From:  Gene,  Linda,  &  Sarah  Sentz  [mailto:friends@3rivers.net] 

>Sent:  Friday,  October  13,  2000  11:51  PM 

>To:  Mason,  Monte 

>Cc:  Aderhold,  Mike;  Graham,  Pat  (DFWP)  ,-  Clough,  Rich;  Hagener,  Jeff; 

>Kerwin,  Joe;  Grmoljez,  Aimee;  Harris,  Harley;  Ferenstein,  Jennifer; 

>Bramer,  Kathy;  Keenan,  Nancy;  Mazurek,  Joe;  O'Keefe,  Mark;  Cooney, 

Mike,  MT  Sec  of  State 

>Sub]ect:  Please  keep  the  Beartooth  WMA  for  the  four-leggeds.  Don't 
>gamble  it  away  to  developers. 
> 

>RE:   Leasing  the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area 
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>Oear  Mr.  Monte  Mason, 

>  Shucks,  please  don't  think  we  meant  to  start  a  turf  battle 
between  departments.   DFWP  is  part  of  the  same  state  government  as  DNRC, 
isn't  it?   Seems  like  it  might  be  in  the  best  interest  of  citizens  for 
neither  department  to  get  too  all-fired  protective  of  "your"  respective 
turfs.  After  all,  it  all  belongs  to  the  people  of  Montana,-   and  DFWP, 
DNRC,  and  the  Land  Board  should  listen  to  Montanans  and  try  to  do  what's 
best  with  all  our  state  lands,  wouldn't  you  say? 

>  What  kind  of  lease  money  are  we  looking  at  here,  anyhow?  A  few 
>bucks  an  acre?  Might  it  not  be  more  valuable  for  wildlife  habitat  for 
future  generations  of  Montanans,  than  risk  it  for  a  pittance  in  a 
gambling  game  in  the  name  of  "educating  kids"? 

If  you  explain  it  to  the  kids  and  ask  them,  you  might  hear  the 
majority 
of  them  say,  "Leave  it  for  the  four-leggeds . " 

>  Respectfully, 

>  Gene  Sentz 

>  Choteau,  Montana  59422-0763 

> 

>From:  "Mason,  Monte"  <mmason®state.mt .us> 

>To:  "'friends03rivers.net'"  <f riends®3rivers.net>, 

>  "Mason,  Monte" 

>  <mmason®state.mt .us> 

>CC:  "Aderhold,  Mike"  <maderhold®state.mt .us>, 

>  "Graham,  Pat" 

>  <pagraham®state.mt .us>, 

>  "Hagener,  Jeff"  <jhagener®state.mt .us>, 

>  "Kerwin,  Joe"  <jkerwin®state.mt  .us>, 

>  "Grmoljez,  Aimee" 

>  <agrmol jez®state.mt .us>, 

>  "Harris,  Harley"  <hharris®state.mt .us>, 

>  "Ferenstein,  Jennifer"  <jferenstein®state.mt .us>, 

>  "Bramer,  Kathy" 

>  <kbramer®state.mt .us> 
> 

>Dear  Gene,  Linda  &  Sarah  Sentz : 
> 

>I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  your  comments  were  received  and  will  be 
>included  in  our  review  process.   I  also  wanted  to  clarify  the  status  of 
>the  tract  you  referenced.   Mike  Aderhold 's  comments  in  the  October  12th 
>Great  Falls  Tribune  article  might  have  left  the  impression  that  this 
>tract  is  part  of  the  Beartooth  Management  Area  under  the  control  of  the 
>Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  (DFWP) ,  and  subject  to  Nature 
>Conservancy  covenants.  That  is  not  the  case.   Section  16  in  Township  14 
>North,  Range  1  West  is  school  trust  land  managed  by  our  department 
>(DNRC) .   It  was  granted  to  the  State  of  Montana  in  1889  with  the 
express  requirement  that  it  be  managed  for  the  support;  of  common  schools 
>(K-12).   It  is  not  a  part  of  the  land  that  DFWP  obtained  from  the 
Nature  Conservancy  in  1970.   DFWP  holds  a  standard  grazing  lease  from 
our  department  on  this  tract,  which  grants  them  the  right  to  utilize  the 
>surface  for  grazing.   DFWP  does  not  manage  or  control  any  other  school 
>trust  resources  on  the  tract,  and  does  not  have  the  authority  to 
>unilaterally  commit  or  restrict  the  management  of  those  resources. 
>Those  management  decisions  rest  with  the  Land  Board  and  DNRC. 
> 

>No  doubt  you  recall  that  this  is  the  same  issue  that  came  up  some  time 
>back  with  state  school  trust  land  in  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  area.   In 
>that  case,  DFWP  agreed  to  compensate  the  trust  for  deferring  the 
>issuance  of  oil  and  gas  leases  in  the  area  for  a  period  of  one  year 
>while  DNRC  and  DFWP  attempted  to  work  out  an  agreement  that  better 
meets  the  management  objectives  of  both  departments.   Both  departments 
devoted  considerable  effort  in  this  regard,  and  a  consensus  on  an  actual 
>agreement  may  be  close  at  hand.   From  the  outset,  both  departments 
>recognized  that  there  were  other  DFWP  management  areas  (like  the 
>Beartooth)  where  DFWP  might  wish  to  explore  the  option  of  securing  and 
>paying  for  more  than  a  grazing  lease.   At  this  stage,  DFWP  may  or  may 
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>not  be  interested  in  expanding  the  scope  of  these  discussions  to 

include  Beartooth  or  other  areas.   I  anticipate  they  will  review  and 

advise  us  as  part  of  their  response  to  our  request  for  comments  on  the 

preliminary  lease  sale  list. 

> 

>As  always,  please  contact  me  if  you  have  any  questions  or  wish  to 

>discuss  further. 

> 

>Sincerely, 

> 

>Monte  Mason,  Chief 

>Minerals  Management  Bureau 

>406-444-3843 

> 

> Original  Message 

>From:  Gene,  Linda,  &  Sarah  Sentz  [mailto: friends03rivers.net] 

>Sent:  Thursday,  October  12,  2000  8:45  PM 

>To:  Mason,  Monte 

>Cc:  Aderhold,  Mike,-  Graham,  Pat  (DFWP) 

>Subject:  We  oppose  oil  &  gas  leasing  in  the  Beartooth  WMA. 

> 

>October  12,  2000 

> 

>Mr.  Monte  Mason 

>Minerals  Management  Bureau 

>DNRC 

>PO  Box  201601 

>Helena,  MT  59620 

> 

>Dear  Mr.  Mason  et  al : 

> 

>We  oppose  DNRC's  offer  to  lease  part  of  the  Beartooth  Wildlife 

>Management  Area  (WMA)  to  speculators  and  potential  oil  &  gas 

>developers.   WMAs  were  set  aside  specifically  for  wildlife  habitat. 

>Putting  WMAs  on  the  auction  block  for  potential  industrial  development 

>is  directly  contrary  to  the  purpose  for  which  WMAs  were  established. 

>Please  use  common  sense.   Don't  offer  oil  &  gas  leases  on  WMAs.   Thank 

>you . 

> 

>Gene  &  Linda  &  Sarah  Sentz 

> Friends  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front 

>P0  Box  763 

>Choteau,  Montana  59422 

> 

>CC :  DFWP 


Mason,  Monte 


From:  Mason,  Monte 

Sent:  Wednesday.  October  18,  2000  4:01  PM 

To:  'friends@3rivers.net' 

Cc:  Aderhoid,  Mil<e;  Graham,  Pat;  Clough,  Rich;  Hagener,  Jeff;  Kerwin,  Joe;  Grmoljez,  Aimee; 

Harris,  Harley;  Ferenstein,  Jennifer;  Bramer,  Kathy;  Keenan,  Nancy;  Mazurek,  Joe;  O'Keefe, 

Marl<;  Cooney,  Mike 
Subject:  RE:  Please  keep  the  Beartooth  WMA  for  the  four-leggeds.  Don't  gamble  it  away  to 

developers. 

Dear  Gene : 

DFWP,  DNRC  &  the  Land  Board  have  devoted  considerable  time  and  effort  to 
working  together  on  issues  that  affect  their  respective  programs.   In 
all  our  efforts,  we  strive  to  "do  what's  best,"  but  solutions  are  not 
always  simple  when  multiple  natural  resource  values  are  involved. 

You  are  correct  that  basic  lease  rentals  for  oil  &  gas  leases  are 
nominal.   A  640  acre  section  of  state  land  would  generate  a  minimum  of 
$16,800  over  its  ten-year  primary  term.   However,  a  commercial  gas  well 
on  that  same  section  could  generate  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  in 
royalty  revenue  to  the  school  trust  each  year.   As  you  know,  revenue 
generated  from  school  trust  lands  helps  support  our  educational 
institutions,  and  each  dollar  we  provide  is  a  dollar  that  doesn't  have 
to  come  from  tax  revenue. 

Most  importantly,  oil  &  gas  development  and  wildlife  are  not  mutually 
exclusive.   As  the  Record  of  Decision  from  the  Lewis  &  Clark  National 
Forest  EIS  pointed  out,  their  analysis  confirmed  other  previous  analyses 
that  showed  limited  and  closely  controlled  exploration  and  development 
can  take  place  without  significant  negative  impacts  to  wildlife  and 
other  surface  resource  values. 

Thanks  again  for  your  interest  in  the  management  of  school  trust  lands. 

Sincerely, 

Monte  Mason,  Chief 
Minerals  Management  Bureau 
406-444-3843 


Original  Message 

From:  Gene,  Linda,  &  Sarah  Sentz  [mailto:friends03rivers.net] 

Sent:  Friday,  October  13,  2000  11:51  PM 

To:  Mason,  Monte 

Cc:  Aderhoid,  Mike;  Graham,  Pat  (DFWP);  Clough,  Rich;  Hagener,  Jeff; 

Kerwin,  Joe;  Grmoljez,  Aimee;  Harris,  Harley;  Ferenstein,  Jennifer; 

Bramer,  Kathy;  Keenan,  Nancy;  Mazurek,  Joe;  O'Keefe,  Mark;  Cooney,  Mike, 

MT  Sec  of  State 

Subject:  Please  keep  the  Beartooth  WMA  for  the  four-leggeds.  Don't 

gamble  it  away  to  developers. 

RE:   Leasing  the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area 

Dear  Mr.  Monte  Mason, 

Shucks,  please  don't  think  we  meant  to  start  a  turf  battle 
between 

departments.   DFWP  is  part  of  the  same  state  government  as  DNRC,  isn't 
it?   Seems  like  it  might  be  in  the  best  interest  of  citizens  for  neither 
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department  to  get  too  all-fired  protective  of  "your"  respective  turfs. 
After  all,  it  all  belongs  to  the  people  of  Montana;   and  DFWP,  DNRC,  and 
the  Land  Board  should  listen  to  Montanans  and  try  to  do  what's  best  with 
all  our  state  lands,  wouldn't  you  say? 

What  kind  of  lease  money  are  we  looking  at  here,  anyhow?   A  few 
bucks 

an  acre?  Might  it  not  be  more  valuable  for  wildlife  habitat  for  future 
generations  of  Montanans,  than  risk  it  for  a  pittance  in  a  gambling  game 
in  the  name  of  "educating  kids"?   If  you  explain  it  to  the  kids  and  ask 
them,  you  might  hear  the  majority  of  them  say,  "Leave  it  for  the 
four-leggeds . " 

Respectfully, 

Gene  Sentz 

Choteau,  Montana  59422-0763 

From:  "Mason,  Monte"  <mmason®state.mt .us> 

To:  " ' f riends®3rivers.net ' "  <f riends®3rivers .net>, 

"Mason,  Monte" 

<mmason®state.mt .us> 
CC:  "Aderhold,  Mike"  <maderhold®state.mt .us>, 

"Graham,  Pat" 

<pagraham®state . mt . us> , 

"Hagener,  Jeff"  <jhagener®state.mt .us>, 

"Kerwin,  Joe"  <jkerwin®state.mt .us>, 

"Grmoljez,  Aimee" 

<agrmol jez@state .mt .us>, 

"Harris,  Harley"  <hharris®state.mt .us>, 

"Ferenstein,  Jennifer"  <jferenstein®state.mt .us>, 

"Bramer,  Kathy" 

<kbramer®state . mt . us  > 

Dear  Gene,  Linda  &  Sarah  Sentz: 

I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  your  comments  were  received  and  will  be 
included  in  our  review  process.   I  also  wanted  to  clarify  the  status  of 
the  tract  you  referenced.   Mike  Aderhold 's  comments  in  the  October  12th 
Great  Falls  Tribune  article  might  have  left  the  impression  that  this 
tract  is  part  of  the  Beartooth  Management  Area  under  the  control  of  the 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  (DFWP) ,  and  subject  to  Nature 
Conservancy  covenants.  That  is  not  the  case.   Section  16  in  Township  14 
North,  Range  1  West  is  school  trust  land  managed  by  our  department 
(DNRC) .   It  was  granted  to  the  State  of  Montana  in  1889  with  the  express 
requirement  that  it  be  managed  for  the  support  of  common  schools 
(K-12) .   It  is  not  a  part  of  the  land  that  DFWP  obtained  from  the  Nature 
Conservancy  in  1970.   DFWP  holds  a  standard  grazing  lease  from  our 
department  on  this  tract,  which  grants  them  the  right  to  utilize  the 
surface  for  grazing.   DFWP  does  not  manage  or  control  any  other  school 
trust  resources  on  the  tract,  and  does  not  have  the  authority  to 
unilaterally  commit  or  restrict  the  management  of  those  resources. 
Those  management  decisions  rest  with  the  Land  Board  and  DNRC. 

No  doubt  you  recall  that  this  is  the  same  issue  that  came  up  some  time 
back  with  state  school  trust  land  in  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  area.   In 
that  case,  DFWP  agreed  to  compensate  the  trust  for  deferring  the 
issuance  of  oil  and  gas  leases  in  the  area  for  a  period  of  one  year 
while  DNRC  and  DFWP  attempted  to  work  out  an  agreement  that  better  meets 
the  management  objectives  of  both  departments.   Both  departments  devoted 
considerable  effort  in  this  regard,  and  a  consensus  on  an  actual 
agreement  may  be  close  at  hand.   From  the  outset,  both  departments 
recognized  that  there  were  other  DFWP  management  areas  (like  the 
Beartooth)  where  DFWP  might  wish  to  explore  the  option  of  securing  and 
paying  for  more  than  a  grazing  lease.   At  this  stage,  DFWP  may  or  may 
not  be  interested  in  expanding  the  scope  of  these  discussions  to  include 
Beartooth  or  other  areas.   I  anticipate  they  will  review  and  advise  us 
as  part  of  their  response  to  our  request  for  comments  on  the  preliminary 
lease  sale  list. 


As  always,  please  contact  me  if  you  have  any  questions  or  wish  to 
discuss  further. 

Sincerely, 

Monte  Mason,  Chief 
Minerals  Management  Bureau 
406-444-3843 

Original  Message -- 

From:  Gene,  Linda,  &  Sarah  Sentz  [mailto: friends®3rivers.net] 

Sent:  Thursday,  October  12,  2000  8:45  PM 

To:  Mason,  Monte 

Cc:  Aderhold,  Mike;  Graham,  Pat  (DFWP) 

Subject:  We  oppose  oil  &  gas  leasing  in  the  Beartooth  WMA. 

October  12,  2000 

Mr.  Monte  Mason 

Minerals  Management  Bureau 

DNRC 

PO  Box  201601 

Helena,  MT  59620 

Dear  Mr.  Mason  et  al : 

We  oppose  DNRC's  offer  to  lease  part  of  the  Beartooth  Wildlife 
Management  Area  (WMA)  to  speculators  and  potential  oil  &  gas 
developers.   WMAs  were  set  aside  specifically  for  wildlife  habitat. 
Putting  WMAs  on  the  auction  block  for  potential  industrial  development 
is  directly  contrary  to  the  purpose  for  which  WMAs  were  established. 
Please  use  common  sense.   Don't  offer  oil  &  gas  leases  on  WMAs.   Thank 
you. 

Gene  &  Linda  &  Sarah  Sentz 

Friends  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front 

PO  Box  76  3 

Choteau,  Montana  59422 

cc :  DFWP 


Mason,  Monte 


From:  Gene,  Linda,  &  Sarah  Sentz  [friends@3rivers.net] 

Sent:  Friday.  October  1 3.  2000  1 1 :51  PM 

To:  Mason,  Monte 

Cc:  Aderhold,  Mike;  Graham,  Pat  (DFWP);  Clough,  Rich;  Hagener,  Jeff;  Kerwin,  Joe;  Grmoljez, 

Aimee;  Harris,  Harley;  Ferenstein,  Jennifer;  Bramer,  Kathy;  Keenan,  Nancy;  Mazurek,  Joe; 

O'Keefe,  Mark;  Cooney,  Mike,  MT  Sec  of  State 
Subject:  Please  keep  the  Beartooth  WMA  for  the  four-leggeds.  Don't  gamble  it  away  to  developers. 

RE:   Leasing  the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  Area 

Dear  Mr.  Monte  Mason, 

Shucks,  please  don't  think  we  meant  to  start  a  turf  battle 
between 

departments.   DFWP  is  part  of  the  same  state  government  as  DNRC,  isn't 
it?   Seems  like  it  might  be  in  the  best  interest  of  citizens  for  neither 
department  to  get  too  all-fired  protective  of  "your"  respective  turfs. 
After  all,  it  all  belongs  to  the  people  of  Montana;   and  DFWP,  DNRC,  and 
the  Land  Board  should  listen  to  Montanans  and  try  to  do  what's  best  with 
all  our  state  lands,  wouldn't  you  say? 

What  kind  of  lease  money  are  we  looking  at  here,  anyhow?   A  few 
bucks 

an  acre?   Might  it  not  be  more  valuable  for  wildlife  habitat  for  future 
generations  of  Montanans,  than  risk  it  for  a  pittance  in  a  gambling  game 
in  the  name  of  "educating  kids"?   If  you  explain  it  to  the  kids  and  ask 
them,  you  might  hear  the  majority  of  them  say,  "Leave  it  for  the 
four-leggeds . " 

Respectfully, 

Gene  Sentz 

Choteau,  Montana  59422-0763 

From:  "Mason,  Monte"  <mmason®state .mt .us> 

To:  " ' f riends®3rivers . net ' "  <f riends@3rivers .net>, 

"Mason,  Monte" 

<mmason®state . mt . us> 
CC:  "Aderhold,  Mike"  <maderhold®state.mt .us>, 

"Graham,  Pat" 

<pagraham®state .mt .us>, 

"Hagener,  Jeff"  < jhagener®state.mt .us>, 

"Kerwin,  Joe"  <jkerwin®state.mt .us>, 

"Grmoljez,  Aimee" 

<agrmol jez®state.mt .us>, 

"Harris,  Harley"  <hharris®state.mt .us>, 

"Ferenstein,  Jennifer"  <jferenstein®state.mt .us>, 

"Bramer,  Kathy" 

<kbramer®state.mt .us> 

Dear  Gene,  Linda  &  Sarah  Sentz : 

I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  your  comments  were  received  and  will  be 
included  in  our  review  process.   I  also  wanted  to  clarify  the  status  of 
the  tract  you  referenced.   Mike  Aderhold 's  comments  in  the  October  12th 
Great  Falls  Tribune  article  might  have  left  the  impression  that  this 
tract  is  part  of  the  Beartooth  Management  Area  under  the  control  of  the 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  (DFWP) ,  and  subject  to  Nature 
Conservancy  covenants.  That  is  not  the  case.   Section  16  in  Township  14 
North,  Range  1  West  is  school  trust  land  managed  by  our  department 

(DNRC) .   It  was  granted  to  the  State  of  Montana  in  1889  with  the  express 
requirement  that  it  be  managed  for  the  support  of  common  schools 

(K-12).   It  is  not  a  part  of  the  land  that  DFWP  obtained  from  the  Nature 
Conservancy  in  1970.   DFWP  holds  a  standard  grazing  lease  from  our 
department  on  this  tract,  which  grants  them  the  right  to  utilize  the 
surface  for  grazing.   DFWP  does  not  manage  or  control  any  other  school 
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trust  resources  on  the  tract,  and  does  not  have  the  authority  to 
unilaterally  commit  or  restrict  the  management  of  those  resources. 
Those  management  decisions  rest  with  the  Land  Board  and  DNRC. 

No  doubt  you  recall  that  this  is  the  same  issue  that  came  up  some  time 
back  with  state  school  trust  land  in  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  area.   In 
that  case,  DFWP  agreed  to  compensate  the  trust  for  deferring  the 
issuance  of  oil  and  gas  leases  in  the  area  for  a  period  of  one  year 
while  DNRC  and  DFWP  attempted  to  work  out  an  agreement  that  better  meets 
the  management  objectives  of  both  departments.   Both  departments  devoted 
considerable  effort  in  this  regard,  and  a  consensus  on  an  actual 
agreement  may  be  close  at  hand.   From  the  outset,  both  departments 
recognized  that  there  were  other  DFWP  management  areas  (like  the 
Beartooth)  where  DFWP  might  wish  to  explore  the  option  of  securing  and 
paying  for  more  than  a  grazing  lease.   At  this  stage,  DFWP  may  or  may 
not  be  interested  in  expanding  the  scope  of  these  discussions  to  include 
Beartooth  or  other  areas.   I  anticipate  they  will  review  and  advise  us 
as  part  of  their  response  to  our  request  for  comments  on  the  preliminary 
lease  sale  list. 

As  always,  please  contact  me  if  you  have  any  questions  or  wish  to 
discuss  further. 

Sincerely, 

Monte  Mason,  Chief 
Minerals  Management  Bureau 
406-444-3843 

Original  Message 

From:  Gene,  Linda,  &  Sarah  Sentz  [mailto: f riends®3rivers .net] 

Sent:  Thursday,  October  12,  2000  8:45  PM 

To:  Mason,  Monte 

Cc:  Aderhold,  Mike;  Graham,  Pat  (DFWP) 

Subject:  We  oppose  oil  &  gas  leasing  in  the  Beartooth  WMA. 

October  12,  2000 

Mr.  Monte  Mason 

Minerals  Management  Bureau 

DNRC 

PO  Box  201601 

Helena,  MT  59620 

Dear  Mr.  Mason  et  al : 

We  oppose  DNRC's  offer  to  lease  part  of  the  Beartooth  Wildlife 
Management  Area  (WMA)  to  speculators  and  potential  oil  &  gas 
developers.   WMAs  were  set  aside  specifically  for  wildlife  habitat. 
Putting  WMAs  on  the  auction  block  for  potential  industrial  development 
is  directly  contrary  to  the  purpose  for  which  WMAs  were  established. 
Please  use  common  sense.   Don't  offer  oil  &  gas  leases  on  WMAs.   Thank 
you. 

Gene  &  Linda  &  Sarah  Sentz 

Friends  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front 

PO  Box  763 

Choteau,  Montana  59422 

cc :  DFWP 


Mason,  Monte 


From:  Mason.  Monte 

Sent:  Friday,  October  1 3.  2000  1 :46  PM 

To:  'friends@3rivers.net';  Mason,  Monte 

Cc:  Aderhold,  Mike;  Graham,  Pat;  Hagener,  Jeff;  Kerwin,  Joe;  Grmoijez.  Aimee;  Harris,  Harley; 

Ferenstein,  Jennifer;  Bramer,  Kathy 
Subject:  RE:  We  oppose  oil  &  gas  leasing  in  the  Beartooth  WMA. 

Dear  Gene,  Linda  &  Sarah  Sentz : 

I  wanted  Co  let  you  know  that  your  comments  were  received  and  will  be 
included  in  our  review  process.   I  also  wanted  to  clarify  the  status  of 
the  tract  you  referenced.   Mike  Aderhold 's  comments  in  the  October  12th 
Great  Falls  Tribune  article  might  have  left  the  impression  that  this 
tract  is  part  of  the  Beartooth  Management  Area  under  the  control  of  the 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  (DFWP) ,  and  subject  to  Nature 
Conservancy  covenants.   That  is  not  the  case.   Section  16  in  Township  14 
North,  Range  1  West  is  school  trust  land  managed  by  our  department 
(DNRC) .   It  was  granted  to  the  State  of  Montana  in  1889  with  the  express 
requirement  that  it  be  managed  for  the  support  of  common  schools  (K-12) . 
It  is  not  a  part  of  the  land  that  DFWP  obtained  from  the  Nature 
Conservancy  in  1970.   DFWP  holds  a  standard  grazing  lease  from  our 
department  on  this  tract,  which  grants  them  the  right  to  utilize  the 
surface  for  grazing.   DFWP  does  not  manage  or  control  any  other  school 
trust  resources  on  the  tract,  and  does  not  have  the  authority  to 
unilaterally  commit  or  restrict  the  management  of  those  resources. 
TcDse  management  decisions  rest  with  the  Land  Board  and  DNRC. 

Mc  doubt  you  recall  that  this  is  the  saT>e  issue  that  came  up  some  time 
back  with  state  school  trust  land  in  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  area.   In 
that  case,  DFWP  agreed  to  compensate  the  trust  for  deferring  the 
issuance  of  oil  and  gas  leases  in  the  area  for  a  period  of  one  year 
while  DNRC  and  DFW?  attempted  to  work  out  an  agreement  that  better  meets 
the  management  objectives  of  both  departments.   Both  departments  devoted 
considerable  effort  in  this  regard,  and  a  consensus  on  an  actual 
agreement  may  be  close  at  hand.   From  the  outset,  both  departments 
recognized  that  there  were  other  DFWP  management  areas  (like  the 
Beartooth)  where  DFWP  might  wish  to  explore  the  option  of  securing  and 
paying  for  more  than  a  grazing  lease.   At  this  stage,  DFWP  may  or  may 
not  be  interested  m  expanding  the  scope  of  these  discussions  to  include 
Beartooth  or  other  areas.   I  anticipate  they  will  reviev;  and  advise  us 

lease  sale  list. 

As  always,  please  contact  me  if  you  have  any  questions  or  wish  to 
discuss  further. 

Sincerely, 

Xonte  Mason,  Chief 
Minerals  Management  Bureau 
405-444-3843 

Original  Message 

From:  Gene,  Linda,  u   Sarah  Sentz  [mailto:friend333rivers.net] 
Sent;  Thursday,  October  12,  2000  8:45  PM 
To;  Mason,  Monte 

Cc:  Aderhold,  Mike,-  Graham,  Pat  (DFWPj 

Subject:  We  oppose  cil  U   gas  leasing  m  the  Beartooth  W.'-IA. 

;.rt:)cer  12.  200C 


Mason,  Monte 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 


Gene.  Linda,  &  Sarah  Sentz  [friends@3rivers.net] 

Thursday.  October  12,  2000  8:45  PM 

Mason,  Monte 

Aderhold.  Mike;  Graham,  Pat  (DFWP) 

We  oppose  oil  &  gas  leasing  in  the  Beartooth  WMA. 


October  12,  2000 

Mr.  Monte  Mason 

Minerals  Management  Bureau 

DNRC 

PO  Box  201601 

Helena,  MT  59620 

Dear  Mr.  Mason  et  al: 

We  oppose  DNRC's  offer  to  lease  part  of  the  Beartooth  Wildlife 
Management  Area  (WMA)  to  speculators  and  potential  oil  &  gas 
developers.   WMAs  were  set  aside  specifically  for  wildlife  habitat. 
Putting  WMAs  on  the  auction  block  for  potential  industrial  development 
is  directly  contrary  to  the  purpose  for  which  WMAs  were  established. 
Please  use  common  sense.   Don't  offer  oil  &  gas  leases  on  WMAs.   Thank 
you. 

Gene  &  Linda  &  Sarah  Sentz 

rriends  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front 

PO  Box  763 

Choceau,  Montana  59422 


CC:  DFW? 


APPENDIX  E:   Late  Comments 


NOTE:   For  this  December  5,  2000  Montana  oil  and  gas  lease  sale,  DNRC  received 
20  public  comments  in  the  form  of  letters,  postcards,  and  e-mail  messages. 
These  comments  indicated  a  heightened  level  of  public  interest  in  the  Beartooth 
WMA  area.   One  comment  supported  the  Land  Board's  efforts  to  develop  its 
resources  and  thereby  also  to  revitalize  the  state's  economy.   Most  letters 
ignored  the  Land  Board's  fiduciary  obligation  to  the  school  trust  and  simply 
recommended  no  leasing. 

DNRC  proposes  to  apply  the  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management  sensitive  area 
stipulation,  (number  16  in  the  application  list  in  Appendix  A,  F-3  in  Appendix 
B)  to  application  number  5008  in  Cascade  County.   This  determination  resulted 
from  the  tract's  location  immediately  adjacent  to  the  DFWP's  WMA.   This  WMA  is 
managed  by  DFWP  in  a  manner  and  for  wildlife  objectives  very  similar  to  the  Sun 
River  Game  Range.   DFWP  review  and  recommendation  was  for  a  Rocky-Mountain 
Front-type  sensitive  areas  stipulation.   The  Beartooth  Wildlife  Management 
sensitive  area  stipulation  is  similar  to  F-2,  (Appendix  B)  in  that  it 
specifically  outlines  Land  Board  review  and  approval  and  delineates  the  review 
process.   As  a  part  of  this  review  "No  surface  activities  shall  occur  on  the 
lease  premises  unless  and  until  the  Operating  Plan  or  Amendment  is  approved  by 
the  Board."   After  completion  of  the  review,  the  Land  Board  may  approve,  modify, 
or  deny  surface  activity  on  the  lease. 

In  addition,  DNRC  proposes  to  apply  the  sensitive  areas  stipulation  (number  15 
in  the  application  list  in  Appendix  A,  F-1  in  Appendix  B)  to  application  numbers 
5003,  5005,  5006,  and  5007  in  Lewis  and  Clark  County.   The  Land  Board  has  leased 
in  this  area  in  December  1999  and  June  2000  and  utilized  the  sensitive  areas 
stipulation  (F-1,  Appendix  B) .   The  four  tracts  on  the  December  2000  MT  oil  and 
gas  lease  sale  are  located  west  of  Wolf  Creek.   They  are  not  immediately 
adjacent  to  Forest  Service  or  DFWP  lands.   However,  because  of  their  general 
location  in  an  area  where  species  of  general  concern  exist,  the  sensitive  area 
stipulation  is  again  believed  appropriate. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES 
AND  CONSERVATION 

TRUST  LAND  MANAGEMENT  DIVISION 

MARC  RACICOT,  GOVERNOR  1625  ELEVENTH  AVENUE 


STATE  OF  MONTANA' 


DIRECTOR'S  OFFICE  (406)  444-2074  PO  BOX  201601 

TELEFAX  NUMBER  (406)  444-2684  HELENA,  MONTANA  59620-1601 


October  31,  2000 

Kim  Davitt 
American  WiMlands 
40  East  Main  Street  Suite  2 
BozemanMT  59715 

Re:       State  of  Montana  December  O&G  Lease  Sale 

Dear  Kim: 

I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  your  comments  were  received  and  will  be  included  in  our  review. 
The  tracts  of  land  you  reference  are  state'  school  trust  land.  Such  lands  were  granted  to  Montana 
by  the  Federal  government  at  statehood  [Enabling  Act  of  1889],  to  be  managed  to  derive  revenue 
for  the  support  of  education  in  Montana.  The  State  Land  Board  manages  school  trust  lands,  with 
our  department  (DNRC)  responsible  for  the  day-to-day  management  under  their  direction. 

At  this  point,  several  steps  remain  in  DNRC's  process  for  reviewing  nominated  tracts.  After 
review  by  the  department  and  consideration  of  all  comments  received  from  the  public  and  other 
state  and  federal  agencies,  DNRC  will  put  out  a  final  list  of  tracts  proposed  for  leasing.  This  list 
will  also  include  any  additional  environmental  stipulations  that  are  proposed  to  be  added  to  the 
base  lease. 

The  Department  of  Fish,  WildUfe  &  Parks  (DFWP)  reviewed  the  currently  nominated  Beartooth 
iracl  and  advised  that  ihey  are  not  mieresieU  m  pursumg  a  (ielerral  -  sucli  as  was  tUe  case  in  ilio 
Sun  River  Game  Range  area.  They  further  advised  that,  while  the  tract  is  not  located  on  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Front,  their  preference  was  that  DNRC  consider  placing  the  either  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Front  stipulation  or  the  Sensitive  Areas  Stipulation  on  the  lease.  We  also  received  a 
letter  from  the  Montana  Wilderness  Association  that  advocated  utilization  of  an  adaptation  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Front  Stipulation.  Ultimately,  the  decision  on  whether  or  not,  and  upon  what 
terms,  to  issue  leases  rests  with  the  Land  Board.  However,  I  can  tell  you  that  the  department's 
recommendation  is  to  utilize  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  stipulation,  adapted  to  the  Beartooth 
area. 

The  tracts  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County  are  located  just  west  of  Wolf  Creek.  They  are  three-plus 
mjles  east  of  the  Forest  Service  lands,  and  are  in  an  area  of  checkerboard  pattern  state-private 
land  ownership.  No  comments  were  received  from  either  the  Forest  Service  or  DFWP  on  these 
tracts.  The  DFWP's  environmental  review  on  the  Sieben  Ranch  property  led  them  to  enter  into 


conservation  easements  that  expressly  reserved  to  Sieben  the  right  to  explore  for  and  develop  oil 
and  gas  resources,  subject  to  their  submittal  of  an  operating  plan  for  DFWP's  review  and 
approval.  We  are  recommending  the  utilization  of  our  Sensitive  Areas  stipulation  for  the  state 
school  trust  land  leases.  Like  the  DFWP  provision,  our  stipulation  also  requires  the  submittal  of 
an  operating  plan  for  the  environmental  review  and  approval.  In  conducting  such  a  review,  we 
would  again  consult  with  DFWP  to  determine  the  significance  of  any  potential  impacts. 

I  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  management  of  both  DFWP  and  school  trust  lands.  Both 
departments  are  dedicated  to  managing  their  respective  lands  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  granted  to  the  State.  Where  conflicts  arise,  DFWP  and  DNRC  are 
working  toward  management  of  such  lands  to  best  meet  the  objectives  of  both  departments.  If 
you  have  any  questions,  please  don't  hesitate  to  contact  me. 

Sincerely, 

Monte  G.  Mason,  Chief 
Minerals  Management  Bureau 
406-444-3843 


American  Wildlands 


O&G  Lease  Sale  Comments  RPCP|\/pn 

Department  ofNatural  Resources  and  Conservation  IaCWCIV 

P.O.  Box  201601  OCT  3  0  MM    ' 

Helena,  Montana  59620-1601 

D.N.R.C. 

October  25,  2000 

Dear  Oil  and  Gas  Manager, 

Thank  you  for  the  opportvmity  to  comment  on  the  Preliminary  Lease  Sale  List  for 
December  5,  2000.  American  Wildlands  is  a  regional  conservation  group  based  in 
Bozeman,  Montana  and  we  are  concerned  about  potential  oil  and  gas  development  in  key' 
wildlife  habitat. 

Lease  numbers  5008  in  the  Cascade  area  and  5003,  5005,  5006,  and  5007  in  the  Lewis 
and  Clark  area  most  concern  our  group.  These  lease  areas  are  located  in  a  jjotential 
wildlife  corridor  between  the  Big  Belts  and  Continental  Divide  roadless  areas. 

The  proposal  must  adequately  protect  wildlife  linkage  within  the  Northern  Rockies 
region.' 

American  Wildlands  has  recently  completed  a  three-year  study  of  wildlife  linkage  within 
the  region  using  Least  Cost  Path  analyses  and  Geographical  Information  Systems  models 
developed  by  Rich  Walker  and  Dr.  Lance  Craighead  to  identify  the  key  remaining 
wildlife  corridors  in  the  Northern  Rockies  region.  Results  of  this  work  are  in  the  form  of. 
regional -scale  images  delineating  the  best  remaining  areas  for  wildlife  movement 
between  the  three  major  core  protected  ecosystems  of  the  region  -  the  Greater 
Yellowstone,  the  Salmon-Selway,  and  the  Northern  Continental  Divide. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  extinction  of  the  increasingly  island-ed  populations  of  these  areas, 
we  must  maintain  their  inter-connectivity.  Today,  these  core  areas  are  loosely  linked  by  a 
series  of  smaller  stepping-stones  of  protected  land.  It  is  critical  that  projects  like  this 
lease  sale  retain  the  potential  for  wildlife  linkage  by  addressing  impacts  from  oil  and  gas 
exploration  and  development  within  these  identified  "stepping-stones"  of  protected  land. 

Wildlife  movement  corridors  have  been  addressed  in  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks'  Envirormiental  Assessment  for  conservation  easements  on  the  Siebeh 
Ranch.  And  must  be  addressed  in  the  EA  for  release  of  the  5008,  5003,  5005,  5006,  and 
5007  leases. 

At  regional  scales,  establishing  habitat  connectivity  means  connecting  large  core  areas  of 
wildlife  habitat  through  corridors;  lands  managed  for  their  function  as  routeafor  wildlife 
movement  and  dispersal.  In  a  broader  biological  and  legal  sense,  the  Ninth  U.S.  Circuit 

40  Kasi  .Main  Srwicr,  Sum:  2  •  Bozima.n,  Monia.na  59715 
Til     ll)h.5H6-KI75  .  Tax  4()6.5Kr,-8242  •  Email  amwild®wildlands.orB  •  www  wildlands. ors 


40  East  Main  Street,  Suite  2 
BozEMAN,  Montana  59715 


American  Wildlands 


OCT  30  2500 
O.N.R.C. 


